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CHAPTER 1. 

The Amazing Island. 

T HRf~E figt1res, hnre tt1 the \vaist, t11eir 
bcJdi cs strearni n.({ ,v it}1 [)Crspira tiot1, 
sto<xl in the full _glare of the l)lister­
ing sen1i-trl1pieal sun. ...L\ncl ar(1n11cl 

a11tl alJout then1, gl0nrr1ing iI1 the sunshine, 
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st<Jod a g1·eat circular [)alisacle of :-.tc: .. _,I 
gi r(lers. 

'' 1 t' s 11,)t ~,ret · IH>on, a n<I our def encPs_ a re 
onee a.gain intact,): ~ai<l Nt•l8on l~f~e ,n a 
satisfit"'<I voic-P. u \\7el1 ll<,ne, ~ippf'r ! \. 011 

\V(>rkNl like a Trojar1 ! A11cl ,ve]l fifJrie, too, 
lJ rn Josi ! Y 011. irulef'd. 11erf orr11ed the \Vork 
c,f l1alf a doze·n n1er1 !;, 

... ·-• . -

. i 



•••• DcalinfJ ll'itl, '11l1eir ,tsto1,·n,fing Advent1,res in tlie Heorf of fhe Sargasso Sea ! 

'' 'T\\'3S bttt child's play, Umtagati, my 
master," said U mlosi, \\'ith a shrug of his 
gr~at black sl1ot1lders. 

'' A11d what next, gu, .. 'nor?" asked. Nipper 
eagerly. '' You insisted upo11 tl1i.s "rork being 
do11e-t1nd it's do11e. Bltt l\rl1at abot1t poor 
olci Dorrie, and Hand;y? rrhey're in the 
l1ands of the enemy." 

• ;J 

' " I~ ' I 
~ 

• 

"\\
7ise ,,,ords, 0 l\far1zie ! '' rt1mbled thf' 

l~ttta11a chief. 
These three \\'ere alone withi11 the .steel 

''stockade." Throug,11 the lattice-work of the 
steel girders a long, fair vista of rC1lling 
cot111trj1 side was ,,isible. The sun was beating 
clo,vn tlpor1 the landscape mercilessly. ):" et 
the temperatttre was not oppressively hot, 
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-
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c=====-=================================================================================== 
\ 

Marooned on an island three thousand feet above the sea surrounded by terrify-
ing prehistoric monsters, savage cave-men and ruthless pirates! Such is the 

plight of five stalwart adventurers-Nelson Lee & Co ! 
===================================================================================-

Tl1e grPat detective 11odded. for t.l1e altitude here \\'as rnore than two 
'' PerhaJ)s it ,,·ould be sensible, for us, after tl1ousand feet. above sea level. 

a 11igl1t ,vithot1t sleeJJ, and after a morning Standing there, on that risir1g hillock on 
of inte11se labour, to rest for a '\\'l1ile, '' he ,vhich tho camp was pitched, it was diffioult 
replied. "But I do not think )"Ott feel like · to belieYe that the land ended abruptly and 
resting, Nipper-or you, either, Um)osi. sheerly only a few miles dist,ant-no matter 
'l,l1erefore I am goir1g to sttgge.st t.}1at ,ve in v,hich direction one looked. · 
should take a l1asty rr1eal and the11 go straigl1t For this ,vas an isla11d-an island which 
to tl1e scene of action." jt1tted tlp steeply from the sea to a height 

"Goo(l egg!" said Nipper breathlessl)'. '' I of tl1ree thottsand feet. T11ere were cliffs on 
cou l<lr1 't sleep, a11)thow. I ... et's be doing all sides-smooth, t1nscaleable, sl1eer · cliffs. 
so111etl1iug." And, a thottS~l11d feet clown, everythi11g was 
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ob1eured by impenetrable mist. Even the growth. The bushes and the trees wl1ilst 
aea wu hidden-arnt-,--no man on that island looking _ like bushes and trees, were 'actually 
had ever seen the sea. . a fungoid growth, and only obvious for what 

For the mist was eten1al: it was the moist, they were at close quarters. There wfte 
impenetrable mist which arose from the dense forests of these gi~wths-and wit.tun 
festering weed of the Sargasso Sea. them the air was foul a11d noxious. ·-... ·iMI 

The three toilers had a quick rub-down, only vegetation of a normal kind was "'1fn 
and then they had food. Fortunately, there enormous amount of tough, cable-like c1·eeper. 
was a plentiful supp]y of clear, fresh ,vater Then there \Vere primitive humans livi11g 
on the island. There were many streams; in the valleys of this strange land-Beast 
and Nelson Lee, having tested them, ~'as Men, they were called. They were a ·-type 
satisfied that they were of the purest spri11g of ht1manity sttch as lived on earth in the 
water. distant prehistoric era. Animals, too-asuch 

They had their mea]s in the cabin of the great monsters as diplodoci. Pteradac:iy'ls, 
Sky Wanderer-Lord Dorrimore's powerful triceratops and iguanodon. '. , 
three-engined monoplane. She was a master- Added to · these startling facts, it ,,:as 
piece of aircraft, and it was in this machine known to Nelson Lee and his companio11s 
which the redoubtable Dorrie had made the that there was another race of people livii1g 
great discovery. here, on this great crag, but they were livi11g 

He had found the Island Above the in caverns, below, apparently in the evfr-
Clouds. lasting mist. 

A · 1 d For Nelson Lee's liner had been held tip 
n 1s an which had been lost for endless by the most ama:1ing pirates who ever sailed 

~elituries-b. hhiddenk ind the heart of the Mist the seas. Rough, bearded me11, speakir1g 
.. one w IC mar 8 the -centre of the Sar- quaint English, bt1t using a derelict Para­

gasso. Ships which entered the Mist Zone 
and penetrated sufficiently far for the crew zilian battleship as their pirate craft. These 
to see the cliffs of the island were never pirates, having sacked the liner of her food 
able to get out again. Thus. those mariners stores and furniture, had sailed off. 
who were trapped were trapped for good. And when Nelson Lee had heard Lord · 
And those ships which escaped from the Sar- Dorrimore's story of the Lost Island, he had 
gasao never came near enough to discover put two and two together. He believed that 
the island. So it had remained unknown. the pirates came from this land. Th11s he 

.. Nelson ·Lee was convinced that this jutting ~rve:i:~. eager enough to enter upon the 
pinnaole of land was, indeed, a fragment of 
the lost continent of Atlantis. And he had Their fint task, upon arrival, had been to 
been eager enough to join Lord Dorrimore erect a strong palisade entirely around .the 
on a trip ·of exploration. Nipper had come Sky Wanderer-as a means of protection. 
aA a matter of course and Edward Oswald There were searchlights on special platforms, 
Handforth, the burly Removite of St. machin'3-guns-and even large numbers · of 
Frank's, had managed to persuade Nelson fireworks, to be used for the purpose of senr­
J.,ee to take him, too. For it 80 happened ing animals away in case they approached 
that Handforth had becri on 8 liner with periliously 11ear. 1 
·Lee and Nipper at the time of Lord Dorri- But all in vain I ., 
n1ore's discovery. For the irrepressible Dorrimore. on the ,rJ·y 

But, alas, the Sky Wanderer was 8 proud first night, had ventured out with Umtosi. 
and graceful vessel no longer. And beca11se of that rash action, the p·air 

Her undercarriage was smashed; there was had fallen :nto the hands of the Beast MOn. 
a great gaping gash in her hull, and both Handforth had trailed them, and he ha.d 
mighty wings were crumpled and torn and suoceded in cutting Umlosi's bonds, only ; ,to 
twisted. The tail of the vessel lay slant- ho captured himself._ .. : 
wise, broken off, shattered. . Arid he a11d Dorrie had been lo,vered ·~n 

And h th d great lengths of the creeper down thrott}lh 
. ~~e ~ere e~ a venturers, cut off the roof of a great cavern w,hich reac_~cd 

from c1v1l1sat1on, on this unk!lown ]and, and from the base of the island to the very sut.ri­
two of the~, at ]~ast, were 1n the hands of mit. There was a crater-like opening on .. a 
the bloodthirsty pirates f. hill-top a full mile ac1·oss-and here it was 
. A strange tale, indeed-but, unfortunately, that the grim- adventure had tal{en place~ 
it waa true. NelS()~ Lee a11_d ~mlosi and Nipp~r, 

atten1pt1ng to snve their companions, had · 
bee11 compelled to leave the camp unattended. 
And when they returned, in the dawn they 
were in time to find a number of the 'Beast 
Me11 driving so.me of the gi·eat animals near-

T HESE five adventure-seekers had been 
full of satisfaction when they arrived .. 
Lord Dorrimore was a celebrated big­
game hunter, and he knew well 

enough that there ,vas plenty of big gamo-e -
and of an extraordinary type-on this Lost 
Island. 

and these animals had been deliberately · 
stampeded, so that they crashed into the Sky 
Wanderer and Ylr~ck~ it. 

. I 

Everything was extraordinary here. 
the grass was not grass, but a spongy, 

Even That was the situation on this hot, sunny 
• mo.ssy mor111ng. 
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T HEY set off -wit,hout delay, and they 
'\'Vere fully laden. 

Lee had little or no fear of leaving 
· the camp now.· For during the day-

light hours there ",.as noi much danger of 
811 attack. Both the primiti~e humans and th~ 
great animals were essentially cr~atures . of 
tl1e nigl1t. At least, they had ,·an1shed with 
the da \\'n. · 

In a11y case, it did not matter so much 
· now-for the damage ,vas done. The great 

aeroplane "ras \\"recked. 
Thcv· ca1Tied every scrap of rope availab1e 

-and "Lee had brottght a great amount witl1 
him i11 the 'plane. All three were loaded. 

'' I don't quite see \\'hat ~~ou're goi11g 
to do~ gttv'nor,'' said Nipper. ''There's 
·cnot1gl1 rope here for yott to descend to the 
1rerJr bottom of the cavern. Bttt what,s the 
goocJ of that? You'll only fall into the hands 
of the Black Ha""k and his gang.'' 

The words sounded pect1liar in Nipper's 
O\\~li ears. To talk of a picturesque rt1ftian 
k110,-.,n as the Black Hay.•k was fantastic. 
This man \\'as tl1e leader of the pirates-the 
'' ki11.'{ '' of the lost commttnity. 

'' No, Nipper, I shall not attempt t.o descend 
to the floor of the cavern,'' replied Lee. 
'' But I ha,·e a 1nind to descend a certain 
dista11ce-perhaps hal{-,\ray do'\\"n. And that, 
)"OU li11ow, is sometl1ing like a thousa11d feet. 
I shall take po\\"erft1l binoc11lars witl1 me. 
And. 110 doubt., I shall be able to get a \·ery 
good su1,~ey of the cr1tire floor of the ca,·ern­
and I might be able to see something ,vhicl1 
will help us.'' 

1
'' I can't belie, .. e it, yot1 li:nO\\"," said Nipper, 

as tl1ey ,-.,,alked. '' All tl1is Ia11d ! \Ve 1night 
be ir1 tl1c heart of a great continent-a11d )?et 
·we l~no,v that the cliffs are comparati,·ely 
near, on every side. And, be11eat.h tis, a \"ast 
hollo,-.'-a cavern.'' 
. '' One of the greate6t ca.ver11s i11 the \\·orld, 
I should say,'' replied Lee, nodding. 
'' According to my estimates, last 11ight, \\'hen 

. .,,;[. !tad a good look, the floor of the ca,re.rn 
--~ 1·~ached eight miles from end to end. The 
·, -i·Q()f tapers up like a great ft1nne], until it is 
.. 1,9 rnore than a mile \\'ide at the. opening. 
t, Yet I 11,rve 110 doubt that a11 excellent an1ou11t 
·) -· 

, .~of Sttnshir1e gets into the caver11 daily, carry-
i 11g with it heat and the necessary rays for the 

, l1ealth of tl1e people ,vho live there. That 
.. · ~s one of the poi11t.s I wish to make clear 
·. fo-day. From the dangli11g rope, I l1ope to 

gai11 a good ,·iew of the people-and from 
that ·view I may __ judge of their character.'' 

They were '\\ralking across undulating 
cot1ntry, ht1t soon the ground became rougher. 
There \\"as no longer any of the moss-like 
grass. It beco1ne patchy, and finally disap .. 
peared altogether. They were soon walking 
O\rer rough, rock~l ground, which rose steeply. 

'' Be careft1l, no,,,,'' ,varned Lee abrt1ptly. 
His caution was nec~sary. },or, unex-

•pectedly, they came across a great chasm in 
the ground, ahead. It \\"as not apparent until 
the ,·ery last moment. No"'", stretching al\'aY 
hef ore tl1em for a full mile, was-nothing. 
A vast. black void, ,vith rough, sheer sides. 

All was peaceful now. It was difficult tiO 
believe that during the hours of darkness a 
l1undred or more of the Beast Men had 
capered- round the rim of this void, dancing 
a mad de,~il-dance. 

N clson Lee ,vent ·do,,~n ttpon his hands and 
k11ces, and then upon his stomach. He 
wormed his ,vay for,vard t1ntil his head was 
o,"erhanging the abyss. 

'' I'n1 ,vi th you, guv'11or !'' said a voice. near 
hi1n. 

'' Be careft1l, :your1g 'ttn, '' said Lee warn­
ingly. 

They found themselves gazing into black­
ness but, t,vinkling vag11ely and eerily, were 
a number of tiny spots .of fire, like stars. ., 

''Yott see,'' murmured Lee. ''They are 
tl1e gre<1t flare8, which I believe to be fed 
by a natt1ral gas.'' 

'' But. ,vhy do the)~ ttse flares, guv'nor, if 
there is daylight?'' asked Nipper. 

''It is m:r theory that the flares combat the 
fog,'' replied Lee. ''It is the flaming jets, 
in fact, ,,,hiah keep this cavern clear. And 
:}rou must realise that the full daylight only 
get.s into tl1e cavern at mid-day. For some 
hour~ after dawn, and for some hours after 
sunset, the whole floor of the cavern must be 
wrapped in gloom. The flares dissipate that 
gloom.'' 

'' By Jove, that's abot1t the size of it, sir!'' 
breathed Nipper. '' But it's mid-day now, 
and ,ve can't see much.'' 

'' 'l'J1at is beca.use our eyes are acct1stomed 
to the bright sur1shine-and because the sun­
shi11e it~elf is streami11g past us,'' replied Lee. 
'' It ,vill be very different after I have 
descer1ded on the rope, below the edge of the 
rim.'' 

Ile macle his preparations forthwith. The 
rope, althou~h slim, was stout. It was, i11 .. 

deed ,of sufficient strength to carry three 
me11. J~ee.; constrt1cted a kind of cradle, in 
which he sa.t. Rottnd his shoulders he \\~ore 
a strap, arid he carried a pair of po,,,erful 
binoc11lars in tl1e satchel. 

''NO~" to 1nakd"ot1r sur,rey, ,, he said. '' Are 
" 

yo11 ready, Umlosi? Perhaps Nipper had 
better give you a l1a11d--'' 

'' Nay, Umtagati,,, broke in Umlosi, his­
teeth sho,~·ing - in a ,vidc sn1ile. '' Met.l1inl{s 
I an1 _strong enough to carry thy ,veight. '' 

... L\.nd Nelson Lee commenced the descent­
little dreaming of the discovery that he was 
t.o make ,vithin a very fe\\" mint1tes. 

CHAPTER 2. 

The Tunnel of Mystery. 

I T ,vas an ·uncanny sort of experience. 
No sooner had Nelson Lee dropped 

below the rim of the '' crater '' than 
he lost all senBe of realities. There waa 

no longer any . landscape in sight. A~d 
he studiottBly avoided looking up, for he dtd 
not wish t:o dazzle his eyes. He concentrated 
his gaze dovlnwards. 



6 '' WAJ,I,Y, TRI: BOY 'TEC ! '' Swift-moYing story of London's Underwo.rld.­

.. ~nd he was si11king slowly into a black . '' All rigl1t, then-but tell 111e what yp11r 
void. and the air currents, as they ran up-- game is,'' reoorted Nipper. · .l . 

wards, past him, were hot and dry. They '' I suppose I'd better-or you'll kill yo~r­
·were accompanied by an incessa11t crooning self," growled Lee. '' I have discovered_ · a 
a11d humming-caused by the air currents u deep fissure here, with a wide ledge. I have. 
they eddjed upwards past the rocks. a mind to explore it-and the only. way t. 

Fifty feet down, Lee was able to see much can get to it is to swing to and fro unt;U· 
more clearly. Spread out far below him was I can touch it ,vith my feet.. You'll kr1(J\V 
a quaint landscape, but only dimly visible. if I la11d safely, becat1se I shall disappear- 011 

I-le could see a lake, on which ships rested. one of the swings, and won't c_ome back:" 
I-le could .see a great water-channel, and l~ttle '' But, gu,7 'nor ! '' gasped Nipper. .. S1iJ)· 
rabbit-hutches which were reaJly dwelling- posi11g you fail to catch hold?'' 
houses of co11siderable size. There were big '' What of it? Don't be a young ass! 1 
patches of land, too, which looked like cul- shall only s,ving back, shan't I ? Therc~s 
tivated fields. And this is undoubtedly what 110 danger!'' 
they were. - Lee noted that they were situated '' By jingo! I'd forgotten that!'' .~~-i,i~l 
in the direct line of the sun-so that they Nipper, ,vith relief. ; ·>: 
would have the maximum amount of sunshine He watched eagerly as Lee commenc~q 
daily. And although the base of the island, swinging h;mse]f to and fro in much the 
outside, was perpetually enshrouded in mist, same ,vay as c.hildren operate a homely 
the base of the js]and inside was clear. The swing. Back,vards and forwards-backwarqs 
flares were responsible for that. , and forwards-a11d with every swing Le·e 

Lower and lower. grew r1earer and nca1·er to the receding ,\·all 
As Lee descended, the sloping wall of the of the cavern. He was SllTinging like a 

cavern receded from him. On this particular great pendulum. 
side, however, it was nearly perpendicular for Nipper watched enviously. He decicJed 
a apace, and although he was over two bun- that it mu.st be great fun. Then, at ~as~, 
dred feet down, the sloping rock wall ,vaa he gave a gulp. Nelson Lee had vanished 
noi more than forty or fifty feet from him. k>wards the wall on one of the swings, ·and 
On the other side, of course, it was a mile he had· not returned. 
away. '' All right!'' came a voice. '' Slacke11 tho 

'' All right, guv'nor ?'' came a voice, rope somewhat. I'll give Umlosi a tug \\·J1en 
startlingly clear, from above. I am ready to be swung 011t again.'' 

·Lee did not look up, but he knew that Umlosi was a,vare of ,vhat had happened 
) · fl h. f l k. by reason of the sudden loss of weight. In 

Nipper wai ymg at on 18 ace, 00 mg order to be on the safe side, Umlosi warped over the edge., 
,. Yes, young 'un,'' replied Lee. •• You be the rope round 8 great rock near by. fle 

careful what you're doing. I'm a lot safer ha_d no ,vish to be taken suddenly by ~~rr 
th ,, prise. ----l 

an you are. .. Nelson Lee, fully two hundred and fihv ·· •• I'd give quids to be down there with :~P' 
feet below. had reached his oh1· ective. ne you, guv'nor--'' 

,, · d L dd l •• T 11 was standing on a ,vide ledge, and, before 
•• Wait I interrupte ee au en y. e him, there was a great fracture of the-- roe", 

Umlosi · to hold me here for a spell.'' . . ~'-
A tunnel, t.o be exaot, per1etrat1ng deeply. •c:i'i. · Nipper gave the necessary order, and 1 Nelson Lee remained there, suspended. He Nelson Lee catttiously wa ked forward, 110w 

had caught sight of something in the rock flashing 8 powerful torchlight. He wa-s· 8111':-
. h d b t· prised at the extent of the tunnel. : 

face opposite to him. It a not een no .1ee- He had IiOt progressed ten paces, taking 
ab1e until he was below the level of it. care to leave the rope slack behind hitu.-, 

What he saw was a deep, black fissure, when he ca~ne tc> a stop. The tunnel sloped 
with a flat ledge leading inwards. It was, steeply.. and right downwards at nn acnte 
i11de_ed, a great. gap wide eriough to take 8 angle ·but not so steeply that it could Nit 
ca;.r1a~e and pair: . ,, . be easily negotiated. Lee flashed his torch-

This looks 1nterest1ng, he murmured. light down it-and there appeared to be no 
••But at this distance I ca11not see '' end -

~!e. _ broke on: as an. idea came to him. .. By James!'' he muttered . 
. 1;'~11 Umlos1 to r~1sc me up_ abot1~ twelve He ,vondered if there could be .a way right 

!~e,t, . he called, w1tho1:1t ra1s1ng ,, his eyes. down to the very base of the cavern. ,,~-hy 
I ll sing out ":hen h~ 1s to stop. not? It was quite possible. And all. sorts 
'' What's the 1~ea, sir?'' , ~ of startling possibilities came into the gr~;1.t 
•• Never you m111d-do as I have told l·ou. detective's mind. _ 
Nipper did so, and after Lee had been The one great drawback to any resct1e 

drawn up for some feet he _gaye the word. effort was that he and his companions co11ld 
He was now nearly level with the fissure do nothi11g without the enemy seeing their 
just a foot or so higher. movements. B11t what if they could _get tn 

1
' Good,,, lie called. '' That will do. Now, the floor of the cavern by a secret .. way? 

Nipper, do11't be alarmed-I'm going to in- Ther1, indeed, they would have the adv.a11-
dulge in a awing. And don't crane ~our tage: . . . 
head over that rim to see what I am doing. With charncter11t,ic, promptitude I~e came 
I t1s da11gerous. '> to a decision. . ·: _ 
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He wottld explore this tunnel-now. He 
would take this course in preference to 
desce11dinir Jo,ver into the ca-.ern-for it was 
more than likely that the Black Hawk and 
his n1en \\~ottld see. But there was little or 
no chance t.l1at he "A~ould know of Lee's 
mo,re1n~nts at this height. 

''Nipper!'' he called. 
'' Hallo, guv'nor !'' came Nipper's voice in 

reply. ''You're all right, then?'1 

Thev could not see one another, owing to 
the O\r~rhanging rocks. 

'' Of course I'm all right,,, replied Lee. 
'' I l1a ve fot1nd a tunnel here, leading right 
do\\·n into the rocks. But I need some 
extra rope-a rope that I can carry with me. 
Do ~Tott think :rou could bring it down to 
me.?,, 

"Y 011 bet I can, sir!" replied Nipper. 
'' \T (\fy v.,.ell; I shall hang on to this rope­

just to be on the safe side. Tell U mlosi 
to se<'ttre it at the top. You can come doYln 
on nr1other rope. Bring a spare coil with 
YOll.,' 

NiJlper soon came do\\"n, altho11gh he had 
little t.hro11ght that l1e ,,,.ould be irldt1lging 
i11 that swing this morning. Nearer nnd 
nearer he came to the ledge, and at last Lee 
V.'as· able to rench out a hand and pt111 
l1im in. 

'' Good lad!'' said the dctect.ive. '' Now, I 
tl1ink, yott l1ad better be pulled up again. 
Yott and Umlosi can vrait ttntil yot1 get m~· 
signa 1. '' 

'' Here, I sa}·, chuck it, guv'nor ! '' pro­
t.ested Nipper. '' l'\·e told Umlosi thnt he's 
to= ,vait until he gets the Rignal, any\\"ay. 
J.,et me do tl1is exploring ,vith yott. Umlosi 
doesn't need me up there. He can look after 
h;mself .'' 

Lee's eyes t\\·inkled. 
"I expected something of this sort," he 

sa icl dryly. '' All right, yottng 'tin. Perhaps 
yott'd better come. And ,,,bile "re're nbot1t 
it,. \\'e'll rope oursel,~es together-in case of 

.d '' 8"c1 cnt.s. 
Ver)' caref11lly they ltnfastened their life .. 

lines and SC"cured them to the rocks, well 
withi11 the t11nnel. It was necessary that 
they should be secure, too; for if they got 
loose, there was no possible way in Vlr-rhich 
tl1ey cottld reach the summit again. 

'' Umlosi !'' called Lee. 
''I am herP, Umtagat.i!,, came the reply. 
'' Sect1re bot.h ropes to the rocks, and wait 

until lrott get ot1r signal,'' said Lee. '' In 
the meantime, keep your eyes well opened. 
Dor1't forget ,,·e have enemies abroad.'' 

'' Needless l\Tords, my master!'' replied Um­
losi. ''I wntch closely, and I have my spear 

- at l1and. '' 

.. 

\'\
7it.h Ne.Ison Lee leading the way, the pair 

ventttr<'d 1nto the tunnel. They both had 
electric torcl1es, and there was "therefore a 
good light. ' ' 

'' Of course. it may prove to be a mere 
myth," said I~ee. '' It is a great distance to 
the bottom, J"011ng 'un-and at anv moment 
,ve may come across a blind end: Still, 
there's nothing like making certain.'' 

'' And if it does lead right down to the 
bottom-"~hat then?'' asked Nipper. '' I saf,' 
,ve might be able to rescue '' ◄ 

'' We'd .better not \\?aste any time by dis­
cttssing such matters,'' broke in Lee. '' Let's 
see where "·e get to first.'' 

With great caution they descended the 
steeply sloping tunnel. In one or two places 
they fottnd themselves slithering and slid­
ing; but the wa1lls were fairly narrow, and 
they were able to steady themselves by their 
hands. 

Presently they came to tl1e end of the great 
sloping drop, and the tunnel now turned 
upon itself and became a fissure of such size 
that the full extent of it ,,,.as lost in the 
blackness. Ho\\'ever, it sloped do,vn gradually, 
and the rock at their feet was not unlike 
a mountain path. 

They continued do\\·n,vnrds, and after a 
,vhile the fissttrf narro\\'·ed again, becoming 
a t11n11el so ~1nall that they co11ld scarcely 
\\"Orm their l\·ay through. In fact, Lee began 
to lose hope. 

'' It Jooks bad, Nipper,'' he said. '' If this 
narro\\~ing process goes on mt1ch longer, we 
shan't be able to get through at all. And 
tl1a t's the most likely thing, let me tell ~"OU." 

'' Tl1ere's a tremendous dratight coming ttp 
l1cre, sir-arid it's qt1ite cold, too,'' said 
Nipper. '' That's a good sign, isn't it?'' 

"The draught may come thro11gh a hole 
that ,,ro11ld not admit a rabbit,'' replied Lee. 

They were both glad to find, soon, that the 
t11nnel widened Ottt again, but it became • 
e,"en more steep. Only the fact that it was 
narrow enabled· them ix> ease themsetves 
down. 

But tl1ey knew that they were descending 
lo\\·er and lower. Already they had dropped 
at least five hundred feet. The tunnel now 
doubled 11pon itself again, shooting down at 
a long tangent, where the slope ,vas more 
gradual. There was a strong current of air 
coming upwards-growing stronger, in fact, 
as they descentled. Nelson Lee made certain, 
ere he ventured upon a ft1rther stage, that 
they could easily retrace their steps. 

Tht1s they progreMed, their hopes rising 
l1igher ·and higher as they themselves got 
lower and lo\\·er. 

And now the draught was so great that it 
,,,..histled about their ears, and sometimes 
made them gasp. Unexpectedly they came 
upon a level stretch, and "~hen they got to 
the end of this, they were compelled to fight 
their way against, the tremendous wind. And 
here they met with their first great disap· 
pointment. 

For the t11nnel ended abruptly. At their 
feet ya'\\,.ned a wide hole, black and impene­
trable. It "'as a dozen feet across, an<i at 
tl1e far side there ",.as a blank wall of rock. 
The air \\~ns shooting t1p here \\rith te1'1·ific 
velocity. And ,vhen Lee bent o,,.er, flashing 
his torch, tl1e ligl1t failed to reveal any 
bottorr1. 

'' This looks bad, J"011ng 'un, '' he said, 
frowning. '' Trltc, we have some rope. Per .. 
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haps I had better lower you. But don't 
take any chances.'' 

•• No need to be so jolly scared of me, 
guv'nor." _protested Nipper. '' I'm not reck­
less, am I ? ,, 

It was curious he should be saying that as 
he leaned far over the edge of the pit. 
Perhaps he was more venturesome than he 
ahould have been by reason of the great up-
·ward draught-for it tended to steady him. 

'' Mind vlhat you're doing, you young ass,., 
1aid Lee sharply. 

'' It's all 1·ight I'' grinned Nipper. ''This 
wind is pretty nearly blo,ving me backwards, 
and-- Hi I What the-- Woa l'' 

Unaccountably enough the ferocity of the 
draught suddenly lessened, and Nipper, who 
had been relying upon it, found himeelf 
pitched forward. Before he could clutch at 
anythi]!g, before even Lee could reach out a 
hand, Nipper had go11e. 

He had plunged down into that black void. 
•'Nipper!'' roared Lee. 
Nippc1· gulped, but he cou]d not reply. He 

was experiencing the most extraordina1·y se11-
sation of his life. He had expected to fall 
sheer-perhaps for a hundred. feet or so, 
crushed, battered and broken-limbed, 11pon 
Uie rocks. 

But something else happened. 
To his stupefied amazement, he ,,~as float• 

ing do,vn as tho11gh held by a parachute. 
The air rttshed pMt him, buffeting him, and 

• -he continued· to float. And then, in a Hash, 
he knew the tn1 th. 

The upl\'ard air c11rrent ,vas so great in· 
atrength that it defied the lawg of• gravity. 
The ct1rrent was not strong enough to hold 
Nipper in mid-air, but it prevented him from 
falling sheer. Down he Boated-down, down 
into the mysterious, impenetrable blackness. 

And then-thud-craah I 
Nipper struck something hard, rolled over, 

and yelped as he cracked hie elbow. But in 
a moment he ,vas on his feet, forgetting the 
pain. His torch was flashing, and he was 
clutching at the rocks near by. 

••Nipper!'' came a shout from above. 
Nipper stared up1 and found himself looking 

into a chimney-like opening, ,vith a light 
winkin~ at the top. It was t\\·o hundred feet 
up, if 1t was an i~h. 

'' I'm all right, guv'nor !'' he gasped. 
'' Rummiest thing that ever happened ! I 
didn't fail at all-I floated!'' 

~, '11hank Heaven for that!'' camo Lee's 
comment. 

Nipper explored. He found a great, ,,,ide 
tu11nel leading down,va1·ds at a gentle angle. 
There was another fissure, close by, and it 
was through this that the wind roared-a 
t1·ick of the rocks, no doubt. Where the 
wind came. from Nipper could not imagine, 
and he did not bother abo11t it. By stepping 
a~ide, into the wide tunnel, he was quite 
clear of the great dral1ght. 

An idea came to him, and, stepping back 
to the foot of the shaft, he gave a great 
leap upwards. 

'' Aly only sai11ted at1nt !'' he gurgled. 

. 
What he had expected to happen bad hap­

pened. His upward leap car.ried him- a con­
siderable distan~e, and the tremendous our-
rent of air t.ook him up and up. , . 

Nelson Lee ¥las genuinely startled to ·ea_e · 
Nipper come up out of the void, as thou.gh 
on a lift. The detective clt1tched, and a 
moment later Nipper was safely beside him~· 

'• How's that, sir?'' grinned Nipper. ·.· . . ' 
'' You-you reckless young jackass!'' alIQ~t 

gt1lpcd Lee. ''What do yot1 mean by_ giving 
ine these frights?'' 

'' Bt1~ it was easy, guv'nor !'' laughed 
Nipper. '' Don't you see? This air current 
is jolly handy I Come down with me it's a 
glorious experience. And do,vn there tho 
tu11nel leads or1,vards1 and it looks pretty 
good to me.'' 

CHAPTER 3. 
The Black Hawk's Prisoners. 

C L.t\NK-CLANK I Clank-clank! 
'' Well, Handy, old chap, I never 

thought \\'e should come to this;'' said 
Lord Dorrimore ruefully. , 

'•Reminds me of Bame tales I've read~ sir­
tales of old-time pirates a.nd bttccaneeri!, 1 ' 

said Ha11dforth. "By George! \Vhat a11 ad­
venture!'' 

''You seem to be enjo)·in' it!'' _said his 
lor.dship . 

'' Anyho,v, sir, it's exciting!'' sa.id t.Jte burly 
schoolboy. :'" 

They were in a hapless plight. . Rottnd 
their ankles they ,vore cr11de iron clasps, a11d 
they \\'ere padlocked into positio11. · And be­
t1\"een each ar1kJe there -Y. ... ere Jong leg~hain!, 
with three-inch links. As if this was not 
enough, their wrists were tethered in the 
same way. And they were clanking along 
the rock road of the cavern township. 

Round a11d about them, lat1ghing in de­
ri6io11, and 11ttering ins11lting remarks, were 
a number of heavily-bearded men. They 
were picturesque--looking rt1tfians in their 
quaint clothing, and in their bare feet, ,vith 
Rplaycd toes-proving that they had neYer 
known f oot,vear. 

There \.Vere other people, too-inore reµqed 
people, \\1ho looked on more in pity t"an in 
triumph. Lord Dorrimore and Hand(or.i-lt 
were beg?nning to realise, in fact, that _ ~e 
greater number of these people. \\'ere g~~~~le 
and kindly. But they were completely u.nder 
t.he eway of Simeon Harke, other,vise the 
Black lfawk, and his r11ffians.. . _ 

There was much to see ,vl1ich, ordirla1·i]y, 
would have fascinated the prisoners. It ,,,a~ 
the Black IIa,vk's whim that t.hey ehould be 
nllo,ved their liberty. They ,vere permitte£1 
to ",.alk just ,vhere they willed-but alwaJ'S 
with those leg-irons and manacles on· their 
anklea and ,vrists. To attempt any escape 
,vould have been madness. They cou Id not, 
indeed, even run. It was diffi~t1lt enot1gh t.o 
walk. . \• . 

There \Vere hot1ses on either side of thcm­
c111ai11t., old-fashioned· looking d,vellings,- half-
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tin11Jerecl. '11l1ere ,vere e,:"en shops to be seen~ 
a 11d, fartltcr along _t.l1e 1~oad, there ,vas the 
roch: sl1ore of tl1e big lal~e. }\ncl th~re, pre. 
postcrot1sl~" i11congrt1otis _in_ this setting, lay 
tl1e ol{i Porto 1\-l~rlo, l1st1ng to starboard. 
Rhe ,\·as n battlPsl11p-of a t:rpe no,v obsolete. 
Y ct, in her d~y, &he had ~een _a_ proud enough 
"-Cf;s~l, t.l1e pride of the l araz1l1an fleet. Her 
sicle~ \\'er~ rust)·, her s11 perstrt1?ture falling 
to JJi cces. Bt1t t l1ere sto(>cl the b1~ guns. ~nd 
sorne of them, no dottbt, \Vere 1n \\~orl<1ng 

' ; 

blott.ed ottt by the sttnshine. Yet, at night, 
tl1e flares ,vere so effective tJ1at tl1e ,vl1ole 
cave r11 ,vas ha thed in a soft, 1nel low radiance. 

''It 1nl1st be abot1t mi cl day, accordin' to 
tl1e sttn, '' said Dorrie, g)a11cing ttp,vards. 
., Ye g·ods a11d little fishe.s ! Tl1is is too mar-­
vellotts for ,\rorcls.'' 

'' I keep on thinl,ing tl1a t ,~.e sl1all soon 
wal~e 11p," said IInndforth. 

'' I've been 1n some qltecr srlots on this 
old eartl1 of Otlrs-bt1t tl1i~ lick:s e,rerythin, ! " 

--

... 
Thro11gh the pirate stronghold Dorrimore and Handforth stumbled, their long leg chains 

clanking at every step, whilst the crowd of Jeering pirates drove them on 1 

order. Her engir1es \\'Pre capable of being 
ttsed, for ~he 11a<l sailed tl1rough the Sargasso 
\\'Ceti, nnd 011t i11t-o the open ~en-as recently 

· as ten clr.ys ag(l, too. Fixe(i to her bo\V5 

t.her~ ,vas a great steel knife-like arrangeme11t 
-ar1cl. to lier stern, a crt1lle cage. 'fhis latter 
,vas fixed so that. her propellers should be 
fJrote(ltecl from the ,,·eed. 

Tl1cre ,vere otl1er vessels tl1ere, too-vessels 
of_ all ag-es, son1e of them grottped together, 
w1th gn11g,·va)·s het."\\~een. People I ived in 
then1.. Ancl ov·er all this strange sc0ne the 
sunsh1!1e st!eamecl. It v\'as coming in tl1r()ttgh 
the 1n1le-~ .. 1de l10Je ir1 t.l1e roof, t\\·o tl1ousand 
feet al)ovc. Tlie effect ,,·as most curiot1s. 
Hal~ of tl1~ ca, .. err1 ,vas bathed in dazzling 
sunlight., and tl1e other }1al f \\1 as in gloom. 
All rott11d, t.,,:'o l1t1r1dred feet tip in the roc-ks, 
flare:; werP l)urni n g. B11t tl1ese ,•;,rere tl tterly 

said J)orrie, 1)at1si11.g in she-er ,vonder. '' This 
great. ca ,-er11. It's-it's i n(\oncei vable ! If 
ever ,ve g·et l,ack: to ci,~ilisation, think of the 
se11satior1 ,,·c shall ca t1se. \\"hat a discovery!'' 

Har1dfortl1 did not appear to be paying 
1nt1ch a tt,ention. I-le ,vas gazing at some 
,vor11e11 and girls, ",.ho ,vere gathered about 
one of tl1e h<)ttscs, looking on ,vith trot1bled 
faces. Tl1ey ,vere qt1aintly dressed, in old­
f asl1ior1ed garb. The:v ,\~ore lor1g skirts and 
lacecl boclicl1s-lik:e the ,,·om(\11folk i11 14:ngland 
i11 Elizabet.l1ar1 times. 

S0111e of them ,,~ere hard-feat.t1red, but 
other.s ""'ere ge11tle-l(1oki11g a11d l'l~fined. Ma11y 
of tl1e rr1en, too, cast looks of compassion 
1t11or1 tl1e 1Jrisor1ers as tl1{)y clanked past with 
tl1eil' guard. 

'' \Vl1at's 011 yo11r mind, :young 'uni'' asked 
Dorrie. giving IIandforth a Ctlrious look. 
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Hand£orth started. Dorrie Jooked at the schoolboy shrewdly. 
• • 011, nothing J '' he said, turning red. '' I hate to cast any doubts, old son, b11t, 

.••Hallo, hallo! \Vhat's the blush for?'' you know. this sounds ve1·y much like a 
asked Dorrie. ''I saw yo11 givin' the glad fairy-tale,'' he said gently. '' Are you q11ite . 
eye to the ladies just now--'' sure that that girl was tellin' :rou tl1e 

•• I wasn't!'' prot-ested Hand forth \\Tarmly. truth?'' 
'

1 1-1 was looking for Amanda-- 1-1 '' l'1n certain of it, Dorrie,'' replied Ha11d~ . 
mean--'' forth earnestly. "Oh, I kno\v I ca11 be: , 

''Eh?"• _ easily spoofed,'' he went on, with unacct1s" ; 
"She's a girl, sir the n1ost lovely girl in tomed frankness, '' but I ,vas11 't .spoofed t.l1is 

the world!'' burst out Ha11dforth breathlessly. time. E\·ery ,vord she said eame from lier . 
••Good glory!'' heart. Ancl she's looking to 11s to help J1el' 
'' Sl1e brought me my food last night!'' -to save the whole con1n1u11ity. All these ·: 

we11t on Handforth. ' 1 And she told me all unfortunate people are in tl1e power of· tho: : 
sorts of t.hings, too--'' Black Ha,vk. '' • I 

•• Better go eiu;y, young 'un I'' warned Lord Dorrimore looked troubled. ·. '(;)·: 
Dorrie suddenly. •• If that girl told you '' Afraid the yot1ng lady is relyin'. upon: a 
anythin' against the Black Hawk, you'd couple of broken reeds,'' he said. '' Or, .if,· 
better hold your tongue. Our g1.1ards are not broken, distinctly hampc1~ed. What can· i 

dra,vin' nearer-and your voice isn't exactly we do, Handy? It strikes me that the pooi•i · 
a zephyr.'' tion is just about helpless '' 

'' A which?'' '' By George, there .she is!'' said Ha11d;- · 
''Never mind,'' murmured his lordship forth suddenly. 

,lryly. '' I wouldn't offend you for worlds.'' Lord Dorrimore found that , the bt1rly 
They walked on for some minutes in junior schoolboy was staring across a projec­

silence, and Lord Dorrimore was intrigued tion f!l rock which overhung the lake. And, . 
by his young companion's confusion. They standing there,. as graceful a~ a you11g go~'"· 
had been separated during t-he night, and dess, was a girl of 9:bout sixteen. A~ the 
since being brought together again they had _ very fint glance Dorrie nodded approvingly. · 
had no opportunity of exchanging r1ote8. Handforth ~ad no~ exaggerated. Amanda 

And to d th ld th t th · wu a real little princess. 
now, - .. ay, ey cou ~e a eir Only for a moment di~ she turn her face 

capture baa eaus4:d a great sensation through- fully in tlle direction of the two prisoners; 
out the oommumty. and Dorrie saw the expression of oompas-

lt-Ioet of the people appeared to be. unea~y- t,ion, of dawning hope, in h~r eyes. And it 
aa though fearful of some threatening dums- leemed to him that as she 11oted their co11- .. 
te! .. Only the rough, burly, coarsc-fcature_d dition, the hope died. 
1nin1ona of the Black Hawk \\"ere at their '' Hold I Stab my vitals!'' came a coarse,-·; 
ease. roaring voice. "Let our g11ests be brougl1t. .. 

1
' Well, young 'un, what's the yarn?" t,0 my cave. I am in the mof?d to t.alk. '' 

asked Dorrie pleasantly, when he was satis- The captives glanced round. There could 
fied that there was no danger of their being be no mistaking the voice of Simeon Hal'ke· 
overheard. '' What's all this about a lovely 
girl.? I had no such luck last Ilight. Afy -alias the Black Ha\\1 k. He ,vas standi11~·: 
grub was hl'oughl to me by a woman, I'll on an elevated rock path, where the suh~,-, 
admit, but she was middle-aged, an' notable, shine fell full upon him. Over six feet · ~.i 
chieftyh for her lack of conversation. In beightt proportionately broad, picturesquely 
fact, s e didn't say a ,,,_,,ord. ,, attired, this man was eloqttent of strengtJ1 

and brutality. Therf: was somethi~g e~~~~ i 
'' This girl did,'' mt1rmttred Handfortl1, his too; he e:xttded a kind of magnetic fo1·cc. 

eyes burning. '' She told me that he1· 11ame Even Lord Dorrimore felt the ;nfluence ol\·. 
was Amanda-• .\manda Pete1·son, and she it.· The Block Hawk ,vas 110 con1mon, n1f..li 

said that hPr fatl1erh Jonas Peterson, tlBed fian. He rttled hecat1se he \\"3S a born Jea-det-1 
to be the ruler in t is funny place. She's of men. 
an orphan- no brotl1ers or sisters, or mother, '' Aye, Sir Chief, we bring tl1em ! '' . saiil i 
or anything.'' one of the guards hurriedly. . : · !-~ 

•• What l,appened to her fat.her?,, Men atV\"ays sprang to obey the Blae.k_; 
.. He ,vas beheaded-by the Black Hawk. Hawk's orders. His very voice set them . i11: 
Handforth came a bit nearer. a fl11tter. And presently Dor»ie and H·and·-
•• The girl told me that his name is Si1neo11 forth were being forced alo11g, back alon~. 

IIarke, and that he's 011ly a common sailo1·, '' th~ road they had traversed, ·until they· 
he murmured. '' He and his ruffians spra11g reached the great entrance of a big· inner 
a surprise one day, killed a lot of people, cave. The interior was su1·prising. · · -
and beheaded Amanda's father. Then they For not only was this illuminated by a 
.seized power, 'and since then they ha,,e bec11 great flaring jet of natt1ral gas, but it was 
ruling the roost. And t.ho girl's people, for fl1rnished ,vith lounges anti easy-chairs an,I 
generations back, have been the leade1·s. carpets and other pieces of f 11r11it.ure which 
She's .. eally a sort of-0£ p1~incess, you know. had been looted, not a fortnight since, from 
A11d if the Black Hav.1 k can be robbed of the transatlantic li-ner Torania. And· the 
his power, Bhe'll inherit l1er hirthri(!l-1t a_nd modern furnitu1·e; =i:n · tl1is ~ett111g, looke•J 
become the ruler." prof oundJy inC'ongrt1ous. 
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''Now,'' said the Black Hawk, '' we will 
talk.'' 

He had seated himself on 011e of the most 
comfortable lou11ges; and this, in turn, was 
set t1pon a great plat£ orm of stout ship's 
timbers. It v."as, indeed, a kind of throne; 
and it ,vas cien!· that the Black Hawk fancied 
himself a great deal. Ranged about the plat-
form, as a kind of honour, were half a 

· -... dozen brawny, bearded men. 
;~, '' Now, ,may my marrows rot if I'm in 
L'- a tight but a good humour,'' said the Black 
. -t Hawk with a great laugh. '' Let the cap-

. - tives be brought hither, so that they stand 
· f uci11g me." 

.. 

Lord Dorri-more and Handforth were pulled 
forward. 

.~• Is there any real necessity for this in­
dignity?,, asked Dorrie, indicating his 
manacles. '' With so many of you at hand, 
must we remain chained, like galley-slaves?'' 

'' By my bones, 'tis an oversight!" de­
clared the Black Hawk. ''Hey, you louts, 
strike off the irons! But first feel carefully 
in the pockets of our smooth-faced friends, 
lest they should be carrying \\'capons.'' 

The search was quickly made, and it proved 
barren, nnd the manacles were unfastened. 

, .. I deem it prudent, my good friends, to 
exercise tl1ese precautions,'' said the bearded 
giant, as he grinned widely. "I and my 
people live 111 a strange, hidden corner of 
the \\"orld; bLtt of late we have learned much. 
No longer are '\\'e content to remain buried 
in the great ,vecc), hidden by the everlast­
ing mists. \\Te g~ forth, and, by my sinews, 
we learn much! And one thing we have 
learned is that. men of the Outer \Vorld may 
carry small pistols, mechanically controlled, 
W\hich are capable of dealing death.,, 

He bent farther forward. 
.. " I am minded to make ye an offer,'' he 

continued. '' If I let you live if I give you 
ygur complete freedom-wil] you take yot1r 
orders from me and accept my undisp11ted 
l~adersl1ip? '' 

,. '' Wall. of all the--'' began Handforth. 
. ·Then he stopped, for he had felt a warn­

ing nudge from his companion. 
~• If we are destined to spend the remair1-

der of our lives ,,,ith you, ,vhy, then, it is for 
us to accept tl1c conditions ·\ve find,'' said 
Dorrie calmly. ''If that will satisfy you--" 

"Nay I'' broke in the Black Ha,vk, shakir1g 
his great shaggy head. '' I do not st1ggest 
that ye shall he as the other people simple­
living and obedient to my will. Ye are 
from the Outer World, and perchance you 
will prove of great worth. The lad is not of 
much account. But you ''-and he pointed 
to Dorrie--'' you, I judge, are a man of 

• leaning and influence. What know ye of 
explosives and guns and the like?'' 

'' I know aomethin'.," said Dorrie cau­
tiously. 

'''Tis well,,, said the Black Hawk. ''Out 
· yonder, on the lake, we have a modern 

vessel of war, armed with great §UDS. '' 
.. Yes,'' burst out Handforth, 'and you 

know how to hand!e ~he guns, too I Didn't 

you come alongside t.he Torania and loot 
her, arid--'· 

'' Aye, by concocting various a1Jpliar1ces, 
and by tal·ir1g advantage of the c,111ning 
weed-tides, ,ve st1ccceded in getting the war 
vessel into the open sea," interrupted the 
Black Hawk, now ,·ery earnest. '' Maybe ye 
do not realise that it took us years of ¼'ork 
to cut a clian11el in the v.'eed, and to get the 
l\'ar vessel . through the rock tu11nel and into 
the lake. And after that we \Vere lilte 
children1 playing with a ne,v toy, discovering 
things oy accident rather than by design . 
Six men were killed when we at last suc­
ceeded in firing a gttn, and a vaat gap \\'as 
blown in the wall of the cavern. Bones and 
blood ! 'Twere thottght, at the time, that 
the hour of doom had arrived.'' 

'' Aye, aye!'~ came a murmur from many 
of the othei .. s. 

I.Joi~ Dorrimore could appreciate their feel­
ings. Tinkering with the old Porto l\larlo, 
thesa men had taken grave chances. 

'' I betray but a small secret wher1 I tell 
ye that 'twas mainly by luck that \\~e fottnd 
the weed again and returned to this cavern,'' 
went on the Black Hawk. '' We k11ow b11t 
little of these modern instruments. Yott, my 
friend, on the other hand, are a man from 
the Ot1ter World, and 'tis like that ye know 
a deal of modern ships and their equip1nent. '' 

''\Veil, a.s a matter of fact, I know a lot,'' 
said Dorrie. 

'' 'Tis good heari11g !'' shouted the Black 
Ha,vk '' Then ye shall join us-ye shall bo 
made captain of the pirate vessel. Ere long 
we ·,vill venture forth again, tlpon the open 
sea, and ,ve will obtain further prizes. What 
say l'·e? If you ha ,te yoi1r liberty, lvill you 
undertake to obey my orders--'' 

'' Pardon me for interr11ptin', but the 
general idea seems to be that I shall become 
a pirate?'' asked Dorrie. ''You want to 
make ttse ~f any practical kno,vledge that I 
may possess? An' ,,,e are to roam the seas, 
pillagin' and looting. Now, that is not my 
idea of a conte~d life at all. In a word, I 
refuse tl1e commission.'' 

Simeon Harke scowled at that, then he 
rose to his feet and dre,v himself up to his 
fttll heigl1t. 

''So!'' he thundered. '' Stab me, bttt know 
ye ,vhat it means t.o th\\ .. art me?'' 

'' Somethin" ttnpleasant, I dare say," replied 
Dorrie steadily. 
''It mea11s death!'' shouted the Black Ha\\'l,. 

'' Men have but to set their will against mine, 
and they are destroyed. Fools ! Do :re not 
realise that you are in my power? There is 
no hope of help from yottr friends, for they 
are far beyond your reach. Do as I say, and 
you shall be accepted on an equality with 
ourselves. Refuse, and I'll rip your headB 
from your shoulders!'' 

Handforth looked at his companion with 
glowing eyes, and with his face flushing. It 
was a dreadful alternative. Either they had 
to turn pirates-or suffer death! But Lord 
Dorrimore was as cool and collected as ever. 
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'' Why go into these details 7" he a.skcd. 
1

' \Vl1y, i11dced, thipk of loot a11d rillage t If 
this V\'arship can be taken th1-ot1gh the ,vee<l 
again-and I do not doubt it-I am willing 
enough to act as navigator. Bt1t I suggest 
that you take everybody belongi11g to this 
corn111ur1ity as passengers-men, women, and 
children. Why do you think- of stayin' here? 
1-Icre is your chance to join_ the great outer 
world.'' 

1
' Of course!'' burst ot1t Handforth 

excitedly. "It's our cl1ance to get away, too. 
You'll cause a treme11dous sensation in 
America-a11d in E11glnnd. In fact, all over 
the world. Yeu']l be able to malie pots of 
money--'' 

'' And "-'hat ofv m~t po\\-·er ?'' broke in the 
Black Hawk, with a cl1nning leer. ''What 
shal] I be in the outer ,,_.orld? I shall be 
just one of many-a ci-eature to be gazed 
upon i11 curiosity by tlie idle masses.'' 

The answer silenced Handf orth-for he 
realisetJ, in a momer1t, that there was a great 
deal of truth in the Black Ha-,vk's state1ne11t. 
If theset people ever escaped from the Sar­
gasso Island, they would be like fish out of 
wate..-a people without a cou&try, without 
trades, without the · qualifications, even, for 
earning their living. 

'' Even supposing we could not get the war 
vessel out into the open sea,'~ went on Dorrie. 
•• There is my great flyin' · machine 011 the 
upper part of the island. If you will but 
help my young f.riend and myself to rejoin 
our oomP.anions, we can fly. away-yest a11' 
return with a great fleet ·of the same flyin' 
machines. We can resc11e every one of you.'' 

''Nol'' said.the Black Ha,vk curtly. '''Ti! 
a plar1 \\~hich sounds i}l in my ears. For in 
the Oute1· World I shall be bt1t 11ottght-per­
chance, 8\"en, bro11ght to account for piraey 
on the high seas. But here I am the supreme 
ruler-the mona~h-and if men displease me, 
I behead them. Nay, this island with i~ 
cavern, and with its surrounding mist and 
1\·eed has served me all my life, and it shall 
serve me s,till. I have no craving to travel." 

And now Lord Dorrimore v.·as silent. For 
he was able to see the sitttat.ion from Simeon 
Harke~s point of vie,v. Here the man was 
king, and if he dicl but consent to go forta 
to the Oater World, l1is power would- be 
wrested from him at one blow. 

CHAPTER 4. 
The Black Hawk's Claws. 

•' HY not put it t-0 the people-and 
let them take their own choice 7'' 
asked Dorrimo:re. '' Let those who 
are loyal to you remain. Let the 

others depart.'' 
"Loyal 1'' The Black Hawk roared with 

1a,·age laughter. '' None but my own trusted 
1ne11 are !oyal. The rest I'' He spat viciously. 
•' The rest \\·ould rend me limb from limb if 

h 
. ,, 

they had bt1t t e opportt1n1ty. 

'' llow n1any people are tJ1ere under your 
co11tro] ? '' 

''We number more than a thot1sand,'' re­
plied the Black Hawk proudly. '' Ay, well 
m~1...ye Jook surprised! There is more than 
a fflrndful in this oomm11nity I A thousand 
strong-and more. And I command two ht111-
dred stro11g and determined men. Enough 
to 111an the pirate vessel-.:._with ma11y left over 
to keep the rabble f1·om re,·o}t during th·e 
vessel,s absence.,, 

1
' l\fay I ask how you came here?'' aslted 

Dorrie. '' Your people, I mean-yo11r 
nncestors ?'' 

"'Tis a sto1·y I have no patie11ce to relate 
r1ow,'' replied the other, ,vith a sl1rug. ''Tis 
said, however, that our ancestors came hither, 
n1any centuries a30, in three great pilgrim 
ships which were driven from their coi1rse 
in a mighty storm. Those ships, by strapge 
chance, found tlicmselv·es focked in the weed, 
anQ at no great distance one from the other. 
Then it was tl1at the great 1·ock island \\~as 
found, and· here our pe<)ple settled-si11ce 
thci·e was no escape f1·om the weed. At i11-

ter1al~, I ha,·e been told, other sl1ips have 
drifted in, some containi11g · foreigners, . but 
our language has remained unchanged. -No 
ship from the Outer \Vorld, contai11ing living 
men, has been trapped in the ,veecl for over 
seventy years. Perl1-ance some '[essels have 
been near, b11t tlie mist 11as hidden them, 
arid we have kno,vn nought of their presence. 
Ye may well t1nderstand, then, that it was a 
great day ,vhen we set forth in the ship of 
\\~ar, in ar1 endcav~ur to get beyon0t the 
mist and the ,,·ced. That we succe~decl, .. as 
I l1ave said, \\·as due to lltck rather t.han 
jttdgment. But when we ventttre out again, 
we hope to gain even greater prizes. What 
say you, my friends? It is for you to 
consent." 

'' No, you'll never make me a pirate,'' said 
Lord Dorri more calmly. . '' I came to thi1 
island t-0 explore it.. I came peacefully. 
Yoy_ have tnought fit to treat me as an,.enemy 
anato make me a prisoner. But I am ·maki11' 
no bargai11s with you.'' . -; 

'' dood egg, sir!'' mutt~red Ha.i1dfortb. 
'' St.ab my vitals 1 '' 1·oarcd Simeon Harke. 

'' Ye still :remain obstinate, then ? '' 
'' You ca11't sc-are 11s with l'·ottr bluff,,, re­

t<»rted Handforth, with a sniff. '~ You're 
only an impestor. The real rulet of your 
pceple, as yo1.1 know, is Amanda ,Peterson, 
and--'' 

Ile broke off as the Black Hawk · leapt 
forward with a ,vild, savage cry. For one 
mome11t it seemed that the man was about 
to strike Handforth to the ground-to kill 
bim with 0110 deadly blow. But he checked 
limself. 

., So !'' he s11arled. '' Ho,v comes it, my 
young friend, that ye kno,v at1~ght of Amanda 
Peterso~? What fools have l>een talking?'' 

'' Tis said, Sir Chief, that the girl. herself 
carried food to the young prisoner _yester­
night, '' said one of ·the other men. 1

' I know 
11ot who permitted •~~r---'1 
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,, Enough!'' shouted the other~ '' So the The priaoners experienced something of a 
girl herself talked, did she? May my bones shock; for as they were carried across the 
rattle and rot!. She shall suffer the fate of level rocks, they felt that they had .walked 
11er father I" straight into the hottest room of a Turkish 

~'No no!'' panted Handforth. ''Her father bath. It was wel-nigh unbeara·ble-a heavy, 
,,pas b;headed. You murdered him I You clinging, moist heat. Indeed, the very air 
dirty rott-en pirate! You gathered all the v."as misty with steam. 
scum' of the community and overthrew Jonas And the rocks, under their feet, dripped 
Peterson's rule and--'' with moisture. The rock walle, where the 

Crash! flames from the torches illuminated them, 
The Black Hav;k's mighty fist thudded into glistened \\'etly. 

IIandforth's face, and the plucky lToungster Dorrie now saw that he and Handforth 
,\pent sprawling, senseless. Dorrie, quick as he were being forced along a wide rock ledge. 
,,."as, had not been able to intercept the blow. On one side the rocks rose steeply, but on 

'' Take them a\\"ay !'' shouted Simeon the other side of the ledge there was a 
lfarke. '' Take them to the cavern of ten chasm, black and mysterious. From t.he 
thousand deaths! There they shall die ay, depths arose thin wisps of steam. 
the girl, Amanda, shall be sent to join them, Evident.ly Dorrie and Handforth were not 
and thus share the same fate. Take them!'' the first '"jctims, for, driven deeply into the 

Handforth, still unconsciotts from the blow, rocks, were a nt1mber of great wooden stakes. 
\\paB dragged a,vay. For a moment, Lord And fixed to these st.akes there were some 
Dorrimore thought of resisting-but only for heavy chains. The hapless pair, forced against 
a momo11t. What \\"as t.he use? It was any the stakes, "'ere chained up. And there 
odds that he ,vottld 1~eceive a cracked skull they stood, upright, their backs to the v.·et 
frJr his pains; and he came to the conclusion rock \\·all-and, facing them, that abyss, witl1 
tl1at it "''ould be far wiser for hi1n to retain the steam curling lazily UP""ards. 
a clear head and a sound body. Now came the Black Hawk, his face evil 

Thinking thus, he allowed himself to be and leering. 
dragged along. Handforth \\"as carried- '' Thus sttffer the fools who resist my "'·ill!'' 
althottgh, by II0\1l, the burly youngster ,vas he said rnocki11gly. "'Tis not too late, 
rapidly reco,·crir1g from the effects of the even now, my friends. Thro\\' in your lot 
brutal blo,•v. with me, and agree to obe:y me in all things, 

~le11, carrying flaming torches, led the and :ye shall be set free.'' 
"·ay. T.hey V."ere taken up a long, winding Dorrie looked at Handfort.h doubtfull:y. For 
rock tttnnel-a tt1nnel which penetrated the boy's sake-- • 
cleeply into the isla11d, rising acutely, so that u \\rhat of Amanda?'' asked Handfort.h sttd· 
it w.as difficult, at times, to make headway. denly. · · 

The· tunnel \\pas quite st1·aight, and it \\"as, The evil light in Simeon Harke's cyc-s 
indeed, a natural fissure of the rocks. Up it strengthened. 
\\pent-up and up. And soon the Black '' She dies ,vhether ye consent or no!" he 
HaYtrk's me11 were streaming with perspira-- replied. '' The maiden has been seized, and 
tio11. is lu,ing brougl1t hither without dela_y. She 

'' 'Tis an ill thing,'' mttttered one of the shall be chained to one of these posts--and 
men. '' Simeon, methinks, acts rashly in share these thousand deaths with )"OU." 

thus killing the strangers.'' • '' Then iou can go to the deuce!" snafJped 
'' Aye, he becomes bold these days,'' mttr- Dorrie an~.rily. '' Do :your worst! Bt1t I'm 

mured another. "'Tis ill that these strangers tellin' you you're makin' an almight:v big 
shottld be put to the death. For, like as not, mist-eke, my friend. This power of ,,·hich 
their friends, . on the island above, will seek yot1 boast will be taken from you-yo11 will 
to avenge them.'' be hu.mbled.'' 

'' Mayhap hy now they are vict.ims of the '' May your marrows rot, but you ha ,,e a 
Beast 1\-len.'' deal to say!'" snapped the Black Jlawk. 

''Nay; Thomas Lorne, not ar1 hotlr since, "Know j"e tl1e fate that V\'ill soon overtake 
saw figures, far above, dangling 011 ropes,'' ye?" 
said the o'ther man. '' Already th~e people He burst into a roar of brt1tal laughter; 
from beyond the weed seek to make trouble.'' and Yt'hile he was so engaged, other me11 

The "'ords, m1tttered amongst the men as- appeared. and Handforth's ~eart leapt iut.o his 
they laboured upwards, were not intended ~outh when he saw the slim, gracef~l figure 
for ~rd Dorrimore's ears. But they fell of ... ~manda amongst th~m. . T~e girl was 
upon his lordship's ears, nevertheless-and the looking calm and proudly d1sda1nful. 
s~ttnd. was like music. The news heartened '' Oh, my goodness!'' mt1ttered Handforth 
~tm immeasurably. Nelson I~ee then, still \\'rctchedly. 
l1vE:d-and, characteristically, Lee' was taking He strained at hiB chains, but he only suc-
act1on. .. , ceeded in hurting himself. There \\ras no 

But Dorrie s thought-s were not allowed to possible hope of escape. 
wander further. ]for the destinatio11 had Amanda was dragged forward and chained 
been reached. He and Handforth "'ere now t.o the very post alongside Handforth. He 
within a strange cavern amongst the rocks- dared not look at her-yet he knew, all the 
and it was really an opening out of the ,vhile, that her own eyes were turned com­
great fissure. passionately ltpon him. The men finished 
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their hateful task ; they left her cruelly 
chained. Then, at an order from the Black 
Hawk, the1 retired. 

•• The gid she perishes ! '' said Simeon 
Harke. '' I have a mind to let the lad go, 
too. But you, my friend, sti]I have a 
chance.>, 

He was looking at Dorrie, and Dorrie re­
turned his gaze with steady contempt. 

,. Ye have the best part of an hour for the 
making up of your mind,'' continued the 
B1aok Hawk. "Know ye what this cavern 
is?'' 

'' I am not interested,'' replied Dorrie. 
••No? Then ye soon will be '' shouted the 

other. '' Far below, among~t the rocks, there 
is a great natural spring. And the waters 
of that spring boil like a ,.,.ast cauldron at 
intervals of six hours.'' . 

'' Great Scott!'' muttered Haneforth in 
horror. '' A geyser!'' 

.. I know not the name of which ye speak,'' 
11aid the Black Hawk. '' Slowly, foot by foot, 
the boiling water arises out of the darkness, 
out of the ohasm. Rot my bones, but it is a 
slow1 agonising advance! I shall return, my 
gooa friend, when the boiling water is ap­
proaching the ledge. Then shall ye give 
me your final answer.'' 

'' You can have it now!'' retorted Dorrie. 
''I am staying here, with this girl and this 
boy.,, 
• '' Brave words-now I''- sneered the Black 
Hawk. ••But when ye see the boiling water 
lapping up-:--then, perchance, terror will seize 
ye, and a change of tone may result.'' 

He strode off, laughing noisly. And Lord 
Dorrimore was sick with horror. He was 
not so concerned about his own fate. And 
he knew exactly what the .. thou.sand deaths '' 
were. 

This natural spring of boiling water was, 
indeed, a geyser. The water welled up at 
regular intervals, flooding the cave. It ,vould 
rise over their feet scalding, boiling water! 
It would mount to their knees, their bodiea:-­
Tbe thought was too hideous. Dorrie was 
stunned. 

They were in darkness now, for all the men 
had gone, carrying their flaming toiches with 
them. But they could stil hear the raucous, 
be)Jo,ving laugliter of the pirate chief. 

HEN the Black Hawk reached the 
end of the tunnel and emerged into 
the immense sunl·it cavern, he re­
ceived something of a shock. For 

the air WM filled with the angry voices of 
n1en and women. 

He halted abruptly at the sight which met 
his gaze. 

Gathered about the '' to,vnship '' were 
crowds of people. Many of them had come, 
hot-foot, from the ''countryside.'' For, for 
some miles across the cavern floor, there were 
cwtivated fielda and even trees were growing 
-real treea, and real grass and real plants. 
And many of these simple people worked on 
the land. But the new1 of the Black 
Hawk's action had .spread far and wide, and 

the people had come hurrying in. None ol 
them had a great distance to travel. 
· '' St,ab my vitals I'' swore the BJack Hawk. 
'' \Vhat means this?'' 

'' The people are angry Sir Chief,'' said 
one of the other men. "They were like to be 
indiff crent to the fate of the strangers. Bitt 
when you seized the young wench, Amanda 
Peterson, then you set fire to a powder train 
which is like to result in a great expl08ion. '' 

'' So they would revolt I'' thundered t,be 
Black Hawk. '' Bones and bllood I Men­
men ! Let fifty men come at once I Lei theµi 
seize a dozen of these rebels and behead them 
in the eye-, of the rest! That, perchance, 
will quell the rebellion. ' 1 

'' Stich ruthless taking of life would but 
fan the flame," said the man who had spoken 
first. 

'' Are ye daring to qttestion my orders, 
Jonathan Betts?'' growled the Black Hawk . 

''I side with Jonathan over this,'' said 
another man boldly. · 

"And I, too!'' 
'' Aye, and If'' 
The Black Hawk regarded t-hem with bale­

ful eyes. 
''My own men!'' he snarled. ''Jonathan 

Betts Richard Moore Simon Lane-Arthur 
Reresby-my own men ! What ails ye ? Are 
yott in revolt, too?'' 

1
' The people are angry because yot1 seek 

to kill the strangers-and the girl, Amanda,'' 
said Jonathan Betb, who was a big giant of 
a man with a _great red beard. '' Have ye 
forgotten, Sir Obie~ that the wench is the 
daughter of Jonas rete~n ? Kill her, and 
your power will be at an end. For the 
people, not matter what ruthless meth·ods you 
adopt, wil rise up and crush you.,; 

Simeon Harke stood there, his rugged fact 
working evilly. Even now he could tell that 
it was a critical hour. The maas of the 
people, usually so peaceful, were looking 
11gly. The tumult was increasing minute by 
minute. 

"We have been talking, Richard and Simon 
and I,'' said Jonathan Betts suddenly. 
'' Think ye, Sir Chief, that it is wise t.o kifl 
these strangers ? What know ye of their com­
panions-and of the deadly weapona they may 
possess? Would it not be better to use cttn­
ning instead of force?'' 

'' What mean ye by that ? ' 1 demanded the 
Black Hawk in a surly voice .. 

He seldom took advice from his lieutena11t,s 
-and when he did do so, it was with a 
grudging spirit. 

'' Would it not be a clever thing to release 
the strangers-aye, and the girl, too,'' said 
Jonat•han quickly. '' Affect an amiable mood, 
good Simeon.'' 

''By m:y hon~~ ye .grow over-familiar!'' 
snapped Simeon Harke. 

., Were we not boys together?'' retorted 
Jonathan, with some impatience.. '' But as ye 
will. Heed my words, Sir Chief! Liberate 
these prisoners, and tell the strange1·s that 
they may go free. Let them communicate 
,vith their f1·iends on the is)a11d roof above. 
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'l,l1en perchance, the others strangers will 
come' do\\·n to join us.,, 

'' Aye, and we shall thus trap them all!" 
said the Black Ha,vk, quick to grasp the ct1n­
ning of the scheme. '' Haply ye are right, 
Jona.tl1a1.1. But the girl-she has talked ill 
of me--'' 

'' Wl1at then?" broke in one of the other 
me11. '' Think ye that none t.alk ill of y·e? 
Let the girl free-and later, when the people 
aro calmed, she might easily fall into the 
lalce. Have not people met with accidents 
before now ? " 

The Black Ha,vk showed his teeth in an 
appreciative smile. 

",Tis \\'ell sa-id ! " he shouted. '' They shall 
all live." 

\Vith a great s,,·i11ging stride he l\~ent doYt~n 
amongst tl1e rebellious people. And theJr, 
in spit.e of their anger and i11dignation, fell 
av-'ay before him-such was t.hc overpo\\,.ering 
strength of his personality. 

'' Liste11, ye dolts!" tht1ndercd the Black 
Hawk. '' What means all this noise and 
commotion? Get back to yot1r homes and 
to :your \\'Ork. I bt1t jest with the strangers 
-a~,.e, a11d with the wench, Amanda, too. 
~.Jy men have already gone to release them." 

'' Tis a wi~e decision,'' said a thin, scraggy· 
ma11, \\·ith a ffi!.tch l\~rinkled face, who pushed 
i1imself forward. '' For, assuredly, the people 
grow angry and , .. iolent. '' 

'' Tel4 them, the11, good D1·. Otto, tl1at all 
is well," laughed · the Black Ha\\" k. "I seek 
to malce friends ,\~ith tl1e stra11gers. Hence .. 
fortl1 thes· shall be ho11oured gt1ests in our 
midst. And, by my sinews, the ,,,er1ch, 
Amanda, shall be honoured by sitting 11ext 
to me at the great feast I shall prepare.'' 

In this v.Tay the people were calmed; but 
,vhe11 the BJack Ha,vk turned into that 
ttinnel, to once n1ore mount to the cav·ern 
of a thousand deaths, his face \\·as cl1arged 
,vith Cttnning and ruthless c,·il. 

CHAPTER 5. 
, 

The Thousand Deaths I 

S ELOOl\i in l1is life had N elso11 Lee been 
so excited as he was at this hotir. 

Yet the great detective revealed no 
trace of that excitement. Nipper, \\·ho 

\\·as faii·ly bttbbling over, ,vondc1·ed \\'l1y his 
celebrated '' guv'r1or " \\1'as so calm-eve11 in• 
different. 

For \\·ell over t\\~o hottrs no,v the pair had 
been descer1ding. They believed that the~y 
l1ad reacl1ed a spot ,•lhich ,\·as not far abov·e 
the lo,·el of the great cave1·n floor. And 
alt.ho.ugh they had met with one or t.vro dis­
appo111t1nent.5, they had overcome all diffi­
culties. 

1.'hey \\'ere still descending. It was Lee's 
hope tl1at they wot1ld be able to emerge some­
"'l'here. . Yet there ,yas alll,.ays the danger 
that tl11s tunnel, tl11s fissttre, missed the 
cavern altoget.her, and lost itself in the ,Pery 
bo\\'els of the earth. 

But that was a pessimistic point of vie·w; 
an~ both Lee and Nipper were full of 
optimism.· 

'' It's almost too good to be true, guv'nor, '' 
said Nipper, \\i"hen they paused for breath at 
one spot. '' 'fhe tun11el's pretty 11arrow here, 
but it's still going downwards. And it's 
safe too." 

'' Yes, the ,·ery fact that the air is so pttre 
proves that there is an outlet," said -Lee. 
"There rr1ight be many otttlets, in fact; for 
the rocks, all the way down, have .shown 
cre,,.ices and splits.'' 

'' One thing I can't t1nderstand i$ the 
heat," said Nipper, mopping his brow. ''It's 
bee11 getting worse for some tin1e nol\,,. 
Have11't you noticed it?" 

'' I was wondering when yott were going 
to speak about it,'' replied Nelson Lee. 
'' There ia a peculiar quality abot1t the heat, 
too, Nipper. It is damp-moist.', 

'' As steaml" as a rft1rkish bath," agreed 
Ni1>pcr. 

\\:ith Lee leading the wa.Y, flashing his 
torchlight, they continued their descent lower 
and lo\\'er. At no place was the tunnel so 
small tl1at tl1ey '\\"ere forced to squeeze their 
v.-ay through. On the contrary, it \\·as of 
great depth and ,vidth, and in n1any placeJi 
tho roof receded, in jagged, irrcgt1lar ridges 
of rock into the blackness. 

But as they descended, the moist, steamy 
l1eat i11creased. Nelson Lee said little, but 
he "ras con,rinced that there was a hot spring 
hidden an1011gst the roe~, somewhere below. · 
And he \\'as fear£ ttl lest it should prove a11 
impassable barrier. It would be cruel, in-­
deed, after descending so far, to be baffled 
on the last lap. 

But the detective had had too many dis­
appointme11ts in life to wo1·ry on that score. 

"Plww ! This is getting a bit t·hick, 
g11 v~11or," muttered Nipper, fairly pantir1g. 
'' l'1n foakcd to the ski11 ! If it gets much 
l1otter, ,,Pe &l1all collapse.''· 

'' Stead_~ N·ipper !" can1c Lee's voice st1d­
der1ly, ,vitl1 a sharp note i11 it. '' And yott'ci 
better prepare :yot1rself for a disappointme11t. '' 

Nipper s1ithered do\\'n to the detective's 
side; and he uttered an exclamation of 
chagrin as he saw what Lee's torchlight re­
vealed. A wall of rock, stretching acroos the 
tttr1nel, from side to side? It "'ras a dead 
e11d ! 

There \\"ere a few crevices, arid 011e quite 
1·espcctablc fissure; but there \\~as certainly 
not room enough for t.hem to squeeze ever1 
a11 arm through. Overhead the tttnnel roof 
sloped do,1;n, a11d it ,vas riot fottr feet above 
them. 

'' 011, g11,r'nor !'' said Nipper limply. 
l-li8 voice ,,~as eloqttent of his intense dis• 

ap1Joi11tment. 111 that rnoment he cottld thi11k 
of no '"~ords to express himself. He jt1st 
squatted on his haunches, staring dlllllbly, 
miserabl:,l'. 

'' Y.l ell, )~ot111g 't1n, ,ve -had to be prepared 
for tl1is, '' said Lee. '' Of course, it's the very 
de11ce, but we shan't improve mattera by 
bt1rsting into tears.'' 



16 THE NELSON LEE LIBRARY 

••Here, chuck it, sir,,• protested Nipper. 
••I ·Was speaking metaphorically, you young 

ass!'' retorted Lee. '' But I can't blame you 
for being touchy. This ia really enough to 
make a saint weep.'' 

'' And the worst· of it is, there's no other 
tunnel,'' growled Nipper. ''We spotted one 
or two eide fissures, as we came down, but 
they were all ooo narrow, or shallow. This 
means that we,ve g.ot to climb all the way 
back to the top. Phew ! Isn't this heat 
stifling? It's wone than ever. Now I know 
what a dumpling feelB like when it's shov~ 
into the steamer!'' 

'' Yes there's quite a lot of steam here,,, 
;aid Lee, holding his light nearer to the one 
big .fissure. '' Look here, Nipper!'' 

Nipper looked. Little coiling wisps of 
steam were drifting upwards. They caused 
1niniature rainbows to magically form round 
the light beam, showing all the· colours of 
the Spectrum. Lee was holding the bulb of 
the torch right in the fissure, 80 that the light 
penetrated deeply downwards, when he sud­
denly becam, absolutely rigid. Nipper saw 
the diff ere11ce in a flash. But he did not 
kno,v what it was which had -caused Lee to 
act in that way. The detective was bending 
forward, his ear right in the fissure. 

• .\.nd he was willing to swear that he heard, 
faint and illusory, a girl's voice utter the 
worda: '' Look I A light-a light I'' It was 
one of the most remarkable expei-iences which 
Lee had ever enoountered. 

He believed, indeed, that his imagination 
had played him false. The thing, on the face 
of it, wa.s incredib) .... e--

'' By George, you're right l '' came another 
voice and now Lee· so far forgot hlID8elf as 
to give a .violent start. 

''What is it, guv'nor ?'J demanded Nipper 
breathlessly. 

''Either I'm mad, or I heard Handforth,s 
voice just now!'' replied Lee steadily. 

''What!'' 
Nipper clutched at the detective's arm, and 

};1s eyes were ablaze. 
'' There's only one a11swer to that, sir!'' he 

we11t 011. ''You did hear Handy's voice! 
You'.re not the man to hear things that aren't 
there! Hi, Handy! Do1·rie !'' 

Almost unable to contain himself, Nipper 
reached o·ver Lee, arid placed his face agai11st 
the fissure, and yelled at the top of his voice. 

'• I'm likely_ to be boiled as red as a 
lobster, but if that's not Nipper, I'm Robinson 
Crusoe!'' came a fan1iliar voice. '' Bt1t, by 
the Lord Harry, where is he ? '' 

T llERE had been very little conversatio11 
amongst the three prisoners in the 
'' cavern of a thousand deaths.'' That 
place of horror was well named I For 

a luckless prisoner, chained to that rock wall, 
. would indeed suffer a thoueand deaths before 
unconsciousness came to put him out of his 
mi~ei:ie-1. For if that boiling water seeped 
up, . and . rose inch by inch over the. chained 
victim. the tortures would be indescribable. 

And Lord Dorri more and Handf orth were 
left in no doubt as to the truth. For• 
Amanda, in a horror-charged voice, whispered. 
to them of more than one wretch who had 
st1ffered tlie penalty-at the Black Hawk's 
hands. The man was ruthless. 

'' Isn't there any possible way of escape?'' 
asked Handf orth desperately, for the twen­
tieth time. '' These chains aren't locked. I 
noticed, when· they were put on that there 
weren't any padlocks, or-or anything!'' 

'' I noticed that, too,'' said Dorrie, from 
Ottt of tl1e darkness. '' There are half links 
,vhich hook into great iron staples:- Bt1t 
those l1alf links can only be lifted clear by 
other hands. It's no good, Handy, old boy. 
Those li11ks are out of our reach, and--'' 

He broke off, -for a sudden wave of steam, 
almost scalding in its heat, drove over him. 
He heard, too, a low, ominous bttbbling and 
gurgli11g from somewhere apparently far 
belo,v. 

'' The water's rising-it's coming up!'' mut­
tered Handforth. '' Oh, the devils I Why 
couldn't they kill us straight away, and get 
it done with?'' 

., Steady, old thing!'' said Dorrie. '' That's 
not like yot1. '' 

•• I-I'm sorry, sir,'' came a mutter fron1 
Handforth. '' Rats to them J They're not; 
going to make me scared I And they won't 
get a :yell out of me, eithe1·. '' 

They ,vere silent for some moments, ·and, in 
spite of the heat, their flesh crept as they 
heard the deadly, sinister bubbling and 
gurgling of the rising geyser. Boiling ,vatex 
_...seeping up, rising, eager to spread over 
them and--

''Look! A light-a light!'' cried An1ar1da 
st1ddenly. 

'' Poor girl!'' groaned Dorrie. '' She's be­
comin' hysterical-- Good gad ! Is .she, 
though? Ha!)dy ! What's that up there?'' 

They were all staring upwards now-up into 
the stygian blacknes8 of. . the caver11 roof. 
And a white ribbon of light, moving' up and 
clown agai11st the rock wall, on the far side, 
caught their eye. 

'rhcn it was that they heard Nipper'a voiee; 
Dorrie yelled in response., wild with excite• 
ment. 

And from below them, with an angry, 
hissing gurgle, the boiling water rose with 
a deadly rush. 

N ELSON LEE and Nipper, their hearts 
throbbing, were in an agony of sus­
pense. But, as yet, they did not know 
tl1e full horror of the situatio11. 

'' They're down there somewhere, guv'nor, 1 ' 

said Nipper. '' And we can't 1·each there! 
'!'hat's the cuss of it!,, 

''Dorrie!'' shouted Lee, ,vith his mouth 
quite within the fissure. '' Nipper and I- are' 
here-but I'm afraid we cannot get down . 
'11here is no way out of the tunnel. Can you 
hear me?'' 

. '' Y ea~an, it's a P.it.¥. you CQuld1:1,t b~~ :' 
bit more cheerful!'' came Lord· Dorrimore's 
reply. '' We're in a beastly pickle.. Chained 



to a rock " .. all, ar1, there's a bally boilin' 
gc,rscr bttbbling t1p almost. at our feet., and 
abOtl t. to envelop llS." 

'' Good hea·v·ens ! ,, exc1a imed J~ee, horrified. 
'' \\1l1at is it, gt1v·'nor ?" asked Nipper. 

nut T~ce clicl not 1e11l~·. He l1ad le'apt t1p~ 

----
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'' It moves-mo,"cs !" exclaimed Lee cxult-
a11tl)r, as l1e pressed on the rocks. '' Here, 
Nip11cr-help me!'' 

\Vitli all their strengt.11 they shoved, a11d 
110,v I~ee cot1ld distinctly feel th~ rock not 
only· trembling, b11l rocking, as tl1ough the 
l)a~e of it ,,·e1·p i11.~erure. And it ,-.,as the 

' .. 
I 

-=-~~:;::~::ts§;_ '" -
- -

~-~ 

One by one the pirates appeared over the lip of the crater, their drawn cutlasses gleaming in 
the sun. Down in the valley, Nelson Lee & Co. were totally unaware or this new peril-a 

surprise attack by Black Hawk's ruthless horde ! 

arid 110\\r 11e \\"as cla,,·ing at. tJ1e rock \Vall in 
fro11t of l1i1n . .i.~or, duri11g tl1ose past fe,v 
mi11utes l1e l1ad been 11sing his ey·es as ,vell 
as l1is ears. And he hacl seen thn t tl1is great 
slab of rock ,vas st1rrot1nded, or1 alJ side, by 
crevices and fissures. It ,vas streaming with 
n1oisturc, t-00. For ht1ndreds of ,,earst 110 

dottlJt, that moist.t1re had slo,,,JJr l);Jt sure]~,. 
\\' i t.h i ne xora ble purpose, been doing its 
\\'Ork. 

e11d, or bli11cl section of t.l1e blanlt end of the 
tt111ne 1. 

Fro1n tl1c other sicle-the cavern side-men 
r11ight have searched te.-1 t.hottsand timea \\'itlt--
011t findi11g ar•J' 011t.let. Only from tl1e upper 
end ,,·as it llossillle to gttPss that there might 
b~ a \\·ay· tl1ro11gh. A11d even that would not 
ltaYe bcert disc~o,rered but for the cl1ance 
sigl1t.i11g of Nelson Lee's torcl1light through 
tl1e fissu re-ar1d the additional chance of 



18 '' 'l'BE NI~R'I· RA ! '' Amazing story of thrills and adventure-
porrle and. Hand(orth and Amanda being 
1~pr1S1>ned _zn the cavern at that pa1~ticular 
time. · Providence, it seemed, "?as taking a 
hand in this grim game. 

•· It's shifting!'' panted Lee, exerting_ every 
ounce of his great strengt.h. '' Harder 
Nipper-ha1·der ! \Ve're tloing it I But, fo; 
Heaven'8 snke, be careful! We do11't ,va11t 
to tumble through after it-if it becon1es 
really loosened!'' 

'' But, guv'nor !'' panted Nipper. ''If it 
falls it might crash Dorrie and--'' 

'' We m11st chance that!" broke in Lee 
grimly. ''For if we do not break throu1h 
they will be scalded to death by the boiling 
waters of the geyser.'' 

Every inch gained meant a tremendous ex­
~endit~re of e!lergy. The famous pair, heav­
ing \\'Pith their shottlders, clut-0hing at the 
rock~, gaining leverage with their feet, were 
putting forward a terrific effort. And, inch 
by inch, t.he rock ,vas moving. 

farther along. As yet none of the boiling 
water had reached them. 

But on the other side of the cavern floor 
Lee could see a terrible sight. There was a 
great gap-normally, no doubt, a deep chasm. 
But now the water had come seeping up, 
a11d tl1e su1·face of it was bub·bling and heav­
ir1g. As soon as it reached the rock ledge, it 
,vould overflow and--

'' The rope, g,_,,-'nor I'' shouted Nipper. 
'' Let me down I'' 

Nelson IJee did 11ot argue. The danger of 
a descent ,,,ras hideous. But Nipper was the 
011ly one ,\i'ho could make it. Lee cottld lower 
Nipper down-but Nipper oottld not have 
lowered Lee. 

I.n a moment a rope ,vas rou11d Nipper's 
wa1~t, and the rope ,vas slit.hering burningly 
tl1rough Lee's handB. 

CHAPTER 6. 
The Way of Escape. 

In one brief pause, Lee made an examina­
tion with his torchlight. He saw that t.he • 
!lab l1a~ ~l1ifted a matt_er of seven or eight 
1nches-1n\\rards. And it - ,vas now possible 
lo obtain better levcrnge. The fttrt.her that F ATE played a strange trick. 
rock went back t.}1e e~ier it cottld be move(!. At the moment neither ·victirns 11or 

Y ct, even now, there wiis no telling when 1·escucrs realised it, but t.hat falJiug 
th,~ end would come-or how. It was any slab of rock had jammed hard in an 
?cld,s, indeed, that the rock would suddenly angle of t.he geyser cavity. The boiling 
Jamb, and refuse to budge another fraction. water had been about to overflow the ledge, 
'l'hat was the fear which beset Nelsotl Lee's and to engu1f the victims. Bttt, o,ving to the 

• mind like a deadening drug. jammed rock, the water was diverted. It 
J~ffort! Greater and great.er effort! was rushing away on the opposite side of the 
"She's moving, guv'nor !" almost croaked floor. But it was only a temporary salvation. 

Nipper. "By jingo! She fairly tSlid back Yet. it SUfficed. · 
then!'' \ Nipper, lowered at last, ran for,v11:rd lik_e 

"Both together, now-and keep a tight hold' a hare. He had forgotten his exhaustion, Jus 
of th~ rocks!'' came Lee's voice. ,. One-two la~k of brea~h. He only saw those hclplcs~ 
-three! Heave f '' priaoners chained to the wall. 

They applied themselves to it with tre- And such was his sudden fear that he ,vas 
mendous courage. The rock shifted, grated not e,·en surprised to see the girl. All he 
jammed, hesitat~d, and-- ' knew, in tl1at breatbleBs second, was that he 

•~ Look out!'' shouted Lee. had no file or cutter on him. And his first 
1-n the nick of time he saved himself and glan~ had told him that the chaina were 

wjth his other hand he grabbed at Nipper m,!51! 8 • 
and hauled him back just as the lad was Well do!)e, y~ung 'un," ,said Lord . Dorri-
about to topple into nothingn~s. more steadily. '\Ve haven t much ~•me, I 

(jraaaaaaaa6hJ fancy. Better f1·ce the young lady first .. '' 
'fhe gre~t piece of rock had fallen, nnd, ." But-but the chains:-- Oh!'' burst ot1t 

moreover, 1t had fallen for some considerable Nipper. 
ciis~ance. It struck, far bclo,v, ,vith a split• He had just seen the ~alf links anfl the 
t-cr1ng, th11nderous crash, the noise of which great st.aples. By reaching up\\Tarrls, a11<J 
echoed a11d re-echoecl throughout the caverr1. heavirig at, the chains, he ttnhooked the c11n-

'' Dorrie!'' gasped Nipper. nirJgly contrived links. Chai11 . nf ter chain 
He ~ashed on his. torch. Nelson Lee's light cl~nked away. Amanda, ~ree, behaved splc11-

was already streaking downwards. The pair d1dJy. . Instead !)f s~oon111g-as many girls 
f-?u11d. themselves on the edge _of a rock lip, ,•;oul~. 1n s,uch ~ire c1rcumstances-shc sprang 
J"1ght 1n the heart of the roof of tho cavern. to NaJJper s assistance. It was she ,,,ho t111• 

Forty feet belo~~ them the rock floor ,vas hookecl Handforth's chains. Nipp~r n1enn-
scarce]y visible, owing to the masses of steam while, freed Lord Dorrimore. ' 
which came billowing upwards-now shooting Bubb]e .. bubble ! Gurgle-gurgl~ ! 
~hrough the .recently made opening as thottgh. rhe boiling ,v~ter,. as thot1gh furious at 
it .~ere a ch1

1
mney. ,, be~11g robbed of its prey, was making more 

. Look! 1.~ere . the~ are! muttered Lee, 1101se than ever. Flashing his light round, 
"11th a catch. 1n his ~01ce. . Nipper _sa,v the main body of the geyser water 
. He had s,v1k~ed his torchlight round. And, -and 1t ,vas_ heaving and seething like a 

like ghosts amidst the steam, tl1ree _figures cauidron. · 
could be seen cl1nined to the rock \\'all, 11

' Qt1ick-this ,vay !'' gasped Nipper. 
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Tl1cy sturr1bled actoss the rocks-in the nick 
of tin1e. For they ·,\~ere able to reach higher 
grounil, and as tl1eJt ... leapt, so the boiling 
water ,, .. ent flooding acr06s the rock ledge 
they l1ad just vacated. Steam enveloped 

k them, so that they looked misty and unreal. 
,. And the suffocating heat ,, .. as st1ch that their 

scns£•.s \\"ere reclir1g. Bttt for tlie clear 
draugl1t through the cavern, indeed, all of 
thern ,vonld have st1ccumbed. 

'' Ilere's the rope t" said Nipper brcath­
lessl:y. ''You first!" he added, pulling at 
A1na11da's arm. 

"',.ithottt a ,vord the girl clung to t.l1e ro1)e. 
''0.J(., gu, .. 'nor !'' shouted Nipper. '' Pt1ll 

a \\'ay ! " 
A11d i1e anti Ha11dforth and Dorrie stood 

, looki11g 1tp, tl1eir hearts in their n1011ths, as 
Arna11da \'Vas ha11lcd ttp the rock face to tl1at 
rock ledge, far above. She did much to helIJ 
herself, too, gri[!pi11g at everlT projectior1, 
setting her small feet 011 e,Ter)' tin~· ledge. 

'' Don't trot1ble abo1tt 1ts !" called Dorrie. 
'' Fix tho rope at l-1'our end, Lee-,ve ca11 

_S\\,,arn1 tl{J. It ,vill be quicker, too." 
N elso11 Leo l1ad alread~y realised this, a11d 

M soon as Amanda ,vas safely by his side he 
hitel1ecl tl1e rope rotlnd the rocks, a11d gave 
t.he signal. 

lla11d{ortl1 came 11ext-altl1011gh he had bee11 
\\tilling enottgh t.o sta11d at the bottorn, "·itl1 
tl1e boili11g ,Yater perilottsly near ar1cl argtte. 
r.; ipper arid Dorrie had ·been cornpelled to 
literally force him on to the rope. Bt1t once 
on, he s\\·armed t1p, hand over l1and, like a 
monkey. 

'fl1e11 Nipper-and, exhausted as Nipper 
\\·as, J1e n1ade the asce11t 11early as c1 Ltickl1· 
as lla11dforth. For he had seen tl1e stream­
ing ,vater 11ot far a,vay. And Lord Dorri­
n1ore \\'8.S still do,vn there. 

I11clecd, Dorrie ,vottld have been trapped 
but for ti1e fact that .the rope ,\·as secured 
et the top. For ,,pl1en the danger threatened 
to over,vhelm him he grabbed at the rope 

• \\
7}1ilst Nipper \\pas still climbing, and heaved 

himself up to a higher ledge. And the boil­
i11g \\·ate1', l1ea ving below him, swept past, 
baffled. · 

A fe\v 1ninutes later Dorrie himself was at 
the top, and his first action was to clasp Lee 
bJr the hand. 

'' It's like a dream-a nigl1tmare !'' said 
Nipper, falling baclc against the rock, all 
his strength no,v sapping a,vay. '' I can't 
believe--'' 

'' llush ! " ,,,.arned Dorrie suddenly. '' Dov.'n, 
everybody! Out with those lights!'' 

He had been glancing do,vnwards, and he 
h!td seen the ruddy, flickering glow at the 
big cavern entrance. In a momer1t Lee and 
Nipper S\\,.itched off theil'" torches. They all 
cl'ouched down behind the cover of the rocks. 
lfor they knew \\i-hat Lord Dorrimore's \\·arn­
ing n1eant. Tl1e Blnck Hawk's men '\\Pere 
coining-and it \\"ould be infinitely better for 
those brutes to be left in ignorance M to the 
fate of the victims. 

J..,ee, peeping o,"er the rocks, saw· the Black 
Hn\\'k himself stride into the cavern-for, at 

tl1at end, the rocks \\'ere higher, and there 
,, .. as no act11al danger of being enveloped in 
tl1e boili~g flood. Behind came a number of 
burly ruffians, carrying great flaming torches 
over their heads. It was an impressive, pic-­
tttresqtte sight. 

'' B)r my bones!'' came the Black Hawk's 
roari11g ·voice. '' So ye thou~ht I meant to 
leave ye to die? 'T'"·as but a Jest, my friends. 
A gri1n jest, perchance, but I was minded 
to test yottr courage--" 

He broke off abruptly, for at that momer1t 
he had see11 the loose chains hanging against 
tlte ,vall-a11d the ,vater heaving beneath. In 
tl1at mo1ne11t Simeon Harke knew that he 
had rniscaic11lat.ed the time. What \\'as more, 
his , .. icti1ns had go11e I 

,i; Bo11es arid blood!" he swore violently. 
'' 'Ti~ i1npossible ! How came they to get 
free? And vvhere are they? Hi, you 
ltibbers ! Y ... ott sct1m ! Fo1~\\"ard · v.Tith the 
Ii g· 11 ts ! '' 

'''l,he ,vatcr, Sir Chief!" gasped one of the 
111e11. ''It rises before its time, methinks! 
·"fis death to adva11ce !'' 

'J.'l1e n1e11 ran for,vard as far_ as they dared, 
ar1cl no,,r the blazing, smoking lights from 
tl1cir torches revealed the empty cavern. 

'' 'l~lle)' have gone!'' muttered Jonatha11 
Betts i11 an a,ved voice. '' Split me, but this 
is n 1niracle ! " 

"Gone!" thundered the Black Hawk. 
'' Bt1t ho"" came theJ to release themselves 
f ro111 the cl1ains ? Where are the men · who 
secttred t.l1e111? ~lay my vitals ,vither, b11t 
son1e of you fools blundered!'' 

'' Yet there is but one way out of this 
ca ,-c, Sir Chief," said Jonathan. '' And that 
is tl1e ,vay ,ve have co1ne and ~Te did 11ot 
pass a living soul. Thus, they must still be 
here: And as they are not in sight, it follows 
thQ.t the boiling ,vat.er has claimed them." 

Simeo_n Ha1·ke g]owered. 
''So it '\\·ould appear!" he muttered. ''Yet 

there \\~(lll]d surely be some sign ?'' 
J-Ie stared round, his active, cunning brain 

far more acute than those of his companions. 
''They are dead, think ye, Jonathan?" he 

muttered. '' But, by my bones, I am riot so 
sure!'' 

N ELSON LEE turned his head. ; 
'' They are going,'' he whispered. 

''It is safe to sho,v yourselves now.'' 
Nipper ,vas far too exhausted to 

move, but Handforth and Dorrie, craning 
their heads over the rocks, caught a glimpse 
of the flaming. torches as they vanishe4 into 
the tunnel. The Black Hawk and his men, 
kno,ving full well that the geyser water would 
soon well up ov·er the cavern floor, l1ad :made 
haste to derJart. 

'' And they think we're dead ! '' said . Lord 
Dorrimorc, with a contented sigh. '' Well, 
that's all to the good. 11 

He turned to the girl, who was sitting back 
against the rock ,vall of the tunnel, her fac6 
pale, her eyes filled ,vith mingled shyness and 
,vonder and timidity. 
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('Lee, o]d man, let me introduce Miss 
Amanda Peterso11, '' went on Dorrie. '' The 
Black Hawk intended to murder her-and for 
that, alone, I mean to get him. She is the 
daugfi'ter of the man who ,vas the rightful 
r11Jer of the cavern comm11nity. '' 

••You,re not going to get him, Dorrie!'' 
said Handforth, almost fiercely. f( Not like)y ! 
Jle's my meat! The cur! I'm goi11g to 
smash him to bits:--'' 

'' This 1s hard1y the time to argt1e the 
point,'' put i11 Lee dryly. '' Wei], Dorrie, it's 
good for us all to be together again. But 
I'm telling yo11 that l11ck played a big part 
in· th1J game.'' 

''Yo.u'll forgive me if I say 'rats,, won,t 
you?'' asked Dorrie. '' Loolc at poor old 
Nipper! Absolutely ' all in., And why? Be• 
cause of luck? No; because of the marvellous 
efforts you an' he made to sa,"e us.'' 

Dorrie's s11rewd glance had seen that Lee 
himself was well-nigh spent. Thi·s rest in the 
tttnnel, indeed, was an absolute necessity. 

••I'm better now, Dorrie,,, muttered 
Nipper, sitting up. '' Oh, my goodness I I 
thought the guv'nor and I were never going 
to shift that rock!'' 

Lee was standing at the brink of the ch88m, 
~asting his light down. And no,v he saw 
that the level of the boiling water had spread 
all over the cavern flOQr. The detective could 
scarcely refrain from shuddering. 

•cpfr~aps th~s young lad1 can g~ve me 
some 1nformat1on, '' he said, turning to 
Amanda. '' Do you know anything of thi8 
geyser y,, 

,. 'Tis a strange word to me,'' faltered tl1e 
girl. ''l know not ~hat you mean.'' 

'' The boiling water, down in the cavern,'' 
e~plainod Lee. · ''Do you know anything of 
it 7 Do you know how long it will be before 
th~ boiling flood subsides?'' 

''I have heard it said that the cavern of 
a t.hot1snnd deaths is filled wit.h water for 
tv\'O hours, after which the water sinks back,', 
said the girl. '' But I am only telling you 
of what I have heard. I believe, indeed, that 
the ,vater does not rise more than a foot or 
so; else it would Msuredly pour down the 
long tunnel, and enter the great cavern 
it.self.'' 

'" A very sensible oonclusion, •t said Lee ap­
provingly. '' The water, then, 011ly seeps up 
for a foot or two-but quite sufficient to 
cat1Be an indescrib~bly horrible death. Then 
it subsvf es, after a period of two hours. 
That gives ue a .splendid start. For the 
enemy, even if he suspects, can do nothing 
yet.'' 

,. But those brtites will never guess the 
truth, guv'nor, '' said Nipper. '' None of 
them saw us-and they know nothing of this 
opening up here. They won't even ~ee it.'' 

•• I believe that the Black Hawk is more 
ct1nr1ing,'' retorted Nelson Lee grimly. 

They r<'sted awaile, and during that period 
t}1ey exchanged storice. Lord Dorrimore was 
e·arr1e~t; in~ his. keen regrets; for he realised 
that it l1nd been his rashness which had 

brot1ght about the ,vho!e string oi:' mis­
fortunes. 

'' Perhaps it ,yas alt to the good, Dorrie,,, 
said Lee at le11gth. '' At least, you and 
lla11dforth have had a brief sojourn amongst 
the pirates-yo11 know something of the trutl1. 
And ,vo have t}1is yot1ng lady ,vith us, to 
give us a longer story at leisure. Yet \\'e 
kno~- Sllfficicnt already to be q11ite certai11 
that ,vc mt1st break the Black Haw·k's po,ver 
and free tho people from his tyranny.'' 

Dorrio wa~ delighted. Lee had said nothir1g 
of getting back to civilisation. But, then, 
JJe£ had not yet told his lordship of the 
rlis~tcr \\~hich had bcfal1en the noble Sky 
\Va11dcrer. Lee hadn't tho }1eart to make 
that re, .. clation yet. 

Now t.hat the crisis was o,·er, every one of 
the ad,Tentttrers felt the reaction. They were 
\\·eak and tired. Every movement was a 
labour. But they did not flinch. It was 
essential that they !hould get out of this 
overheated tunnel. 

Thus the climb commenced. 
It had been comparatively easy for Nelson 

Lee and Nipper to descend, b11t that upwa1·d 
climb was a real torture. The only relief. 
they obtained was the gradual dropping of 
the temperature as they got further a11cJ 
further a,vay from the geyser zone. 

Hour after hour dragged by. The day 
lengthened, and grew near to its close. The 
knowledge that the glorio11s ope11 air awaited 
them gave them stTength. They pressed on. 
They climbed the tunnel where it was narrow, 
where it was Ylide; they mounted tfiat queer 
place where the wind rushed upwards at such 
terrific velocity. And, at length, tl1cy came 
out upon the high platform, a hundred feet 
or so below the rim of the great ••crater.'' 
Arid tl1ere were the ropes, just as they had 
been left. 

''Ohl'' exclaimed Amanda, in. r.ve and 
dread. 

She 1'lM gazing down into tho great abyss­
staring into the cavern. Far, far below, she 
could see the :ake, and the ''countryside,'' 
the fields, the. houses, the twinklir1g lights of 
the natt1:sal flares. From this height it was 
all familiar bttt so ,lery different. 

''You're not going back there until yot1 ca11 
go as queen of all your peop]e I'' whispered 
Handforth, \\"ho '\\"8S apt to indulge in fanciful 
dreams. ''We're going to square accounts 
with the Black IIawk. '' · 

'' Nay, good friend; you have obta·ined your 
freedom, and no,v · you must keep it,'' replied 
the girl soft.ly. '' 'Twot1ld be madi-iess to 
return, a[t-Or "'hat has happe11ed~ For the 
Black Hawk wottld not let you slip through 
his fingers a second time.'' 

Lord Dor1·imore \\"as gazing upwards at 
the omi11ously sloping rocks. 

''I've been wonderin' how we go from 
here?'' he asked, turnin~ to Lee .. ,, Do ·we 
S\\"arm up like mo11key.s? ' 

'' \Ve left Umlosi· in charge above," replied 
Lee. '' But that "'·as· many hours ago. Wo 
can only hope that no ill has bef alien him.''- -

He gave the signal, tugging on the ropes, 
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and it \\'as \\'ith relief aI1d satisfaction that 
at1 answering tttg immediately came. The 
faitl1ful Umlosi \\'as still on dtit.y. 

"I am here, Umtagati, my master!'' came 
tl1c ,-oice of the l(utana chief. 

·:. ' ' It is ,veil, old friend!" called Nelson Lee. 
·,-''I l1a \'e ,vor1drous ne\\'S. N'Kose is with me. 

And also the handy one ,,,ith the clumsl· 
lin1bs. '' 

'' \\1atl ! Thy ne,,rs renders m:y day of vigil 
a mere 1nint1te," replied Umlosi. 

Amanda, as before ,vas the first. She was 
scc11rcly fixed into the 1·ope cradle, a.nd then, 
s,vinging out,,·ards, she ,vas st1spc11ded over 
that great void-to be hauled ttp,vards by 
Un1losi. No doubt the great African recei,~ed 
a big stttprise ",.hen he saw tl1at fair vision 
conie into view above the rocks. For he had 
kno,,,n nothing of her presence. 

The bo~1's \\"cnt up next, the11 Dorrie, and, 
finally, Lee. And now it \\Tas gro~·ing duak. 
The sun ,vas low, and sinking, indeed, be­
yond the rim of the island. It had been a 
strenuous, exciting day. 

Yet t-here \\·as one gloriot1s outcome of tha.t 
day. The .. party was once again intact. 

'' Thou art in no measttre called upon, 
Umtagati, to tell me of the labours of your 
journey,'' said Umlosi. ''For have I not 
eyes? Can I 11ot see the deep lines of \\~eari• 
ness upon :yottr face ? " 

''Yes, it.'s been a stre11uo1ls day, Umlosi," 
agreed Lee. '' But, thank good11ess, \\,.e are 
back by dusk. W c can get ,vit.hin our 
camp before darkness descends." 

Ha11dforth, as he stood looking rottnd at 
that nov.,. familiar scene, v-·as almost too fttll 
for "\\"ords. He had not expected to see it 
again. Even Nipper felt particularly light-
hearted. · 

As for An1anda, she cot1ld only stand and 
gaze in absol11te be,vilderment. 

'' Queer sort of countryside, isn't it?" 
asked Handforth. '' I mea11, all those trees 
in the dista11ce. They're not really trees, :yott 
kno,v, but a kind of fungus--" 

'' I look not at the trecs-b11t at tl1e sun,'' 
said Amnnda softly. "I have been told that 
the sun sinks in the sky; bt1t this is t.he 
first time I have ever beheld the amazing 
sight." .. 

.. My only sainted aunt!'' ejact1lated Har1d­
forth. He. had forgott.en that Amanda had 
always li\·ed in t.he cavern. Those people 
only sa,v tl1e sun ,vhen it ,vas at its height. 
Beyond the ca, .. e1 .. n walls, out on the rock 
ledges, through the tunnels, there- was 
nothing to be seen but the impe11etrable mist 
and the ugly, tangled masses of the Sar-­
gasso weed. This sight, therefore must in­
deed have been a marvellous one i~ the eyes 
of the girl. 

Nelson Lee was anxious to get back to the 
base camp. Darkness would soon be upon 
them, and sleep was necessary-for every­
~o~y. ~ey had had a gruelling day-and a 
t1r1ng night ~efore that. They were, indeed, 
almost dropping from exhaustior1. 

''You have all the _ropes, Umlosi ?'' asked 
Lee wearily. 

'' That's all 1·igl1t, gt1v'11or-I've see11 to 
it.," said Nipper. '' \Ve'd better not leave any 
of the ropes here, had we? Those Bea.st 
l\ien 1night get hold of them-and they're 
valt1able. :, 

They would have preferred t,o have left the 
ropes behind, for they were heavy. But. each 
carried a heavy burden, and tht1s they set 
off down the rocky hill, nnd across t,he 
'"allel"S, to,vards the base camp. 

It \\'as Nelson Lee's tiredness lvhich ,vas 
responsible for the seemingl:y trivial mis-
11nderstanding. At any ordinary time he 
,,·ottld have made certain \\rith his O\\·n C:}"CS 

that e"·cry 1·ope had been remo,red. Nipper 
and Handfo1·th and I.Jord Dorrimore were 
eqttally tired-equally indifferent. Their one 
tl1ottght was to get to the camp-and sleep. 
No\\" that there was no longer any immine11t 
da11gcr. they ,vere ready t.o fall upon the 
1·ocks and sleep as they ln)·. 

And none of them realised, as they walked, 
tl1at one rope had been left-a rope vt"hich 
'\\"as attached to the rocks above, and \\'hich 
dangled far down ir1to tl1e cavern. 

"The1~e's something I must tell yot1, Dorrie," 
said Lee abrt1ptly. '' There's some bad news 
about tl1e Sky Wanderer." 

'' Ho\\·e,rer bad the ne,\!'S is, I can stand it," 
gro\\']ed Dorl'ie. '' For, v-·l1atever has hap­
JJened, it's my fat1lt. I k11ow it, old man. 
Don't spare me." 

Lee told the story. In brief, he explained 
l1ow the Beast Men had stampeded a herd 
of monsters, and how the monsters had 
cra.<3hed into the great a~roplane, red11cing 
her to ,vreckage. 

'' It's mighty bad," said Dorrie glumly. 
"Looks as though ""e're booked to spend the 
rest of our lives here, eh? \\7 ell, ,vho cares? 
I'm too tired to worry." 

Yet, when tl1e steel paiisades were reached, 
and Lord Dorrimore saw the crippled and 
listing 'phtne, he uttered a sharp cry of con­
ste1·nation. The Sky ,vanderer, once so 
prottd, looked utterly forlorn. 

'' Well, it se•es me right,'' said his lord­
ship. '' All this has happened llecause of my 
childish eagerness to explore. - Why couldn't 
I have ,vaited until daylight? I've dragged 
~·ott ail into the mess.'' 

''Yet there are compensations,'' said Lee, 
,vith a smile. '' As a party, '\\"e are once agai11 
'\\

1hole, and our experiences have taught us 
mt1cl1." 

'' ,v e shall he ready next time,'' said Dorrie 
fiercely. ''An', by glory, we shall be the 
ones to give the orders!" 

CHAPTER 7. 

The Black Hawk Acts! 

D OWN in the ca,~ern co1nmt111ity tl1e 
people were afraid. 

The Black Ha\\·k, in all his period 
o( iron rule, had never been so grim, 

so ferocious. Men fled before him as he 
approached. ~ 1omen and children kepi 



22 TllE NELSOJ\l LEE LlBRABY 

within doors, and ,vl1ispered with bated 
breath as ha passed. 

Even his own henchme11, lusty, burly 
pirates like l1imself, quailed at his glance. 

There had been peaee in this simple little 
land unt-il 5imeen Harke h_ad sefzed the rei11s 
of power,; there had. been peace af tery.·ards, 
eve11. The lives of the people had been made 
harder, but the no1·mal rotltine, more or Jess, 
had gone on as usual. The11 had come the 
great preparations witl1 tl1e old ,\·arship, the 
Porto Marlo-and after that tl1e great voyage 
of discovery. When the vessel had con1e 
back, laden with loot, there had been mixed 
fecli11gs. 'fhe people tasted foods tl1e)"' had 
11ever eve11 heard of. 

But the eoming of the strangers to the 
rock island made a vast diff el'e11ce. Tl1e Black 
Hawk se11scd that thQy ,vere after l1im-to 
bri11g him to justice. And 110,v tl1at Lord 
Dorrimore and Handforth l1ad escaped, he 
was mad with Mgc arid disap}lointment.. '1:ihc 
girl, A1nanda, meant 11othi11g. He scarcely 
gave her a thought. 

I-le did 11ot believe tl1at the carlti ves had 
perished in that steam ca ver11. lle was co11• 
vinced tl1at they had· esc~ed-by some 
n1odern 1nethod 0f ,vl1ich lie kne,v nothing. 
From the first he llad been st1spicious-hc 
k11ew that tnere ,vere n1a11y \\?011derJt1l t.l1ings 
ir1 tt1e great 01.1ter \\l orld, of ,vl1ich he and 
his people ".,ere i,1 ig11ora11ce. It ,vas for 
t}1is l'eason that he J1ad kc1)t sucl1 a close 
l\'atcl1 011 the priso11cr.s. 

Now they had go11e, a11d tl1e Black Ila ,v k 
was fearful Jest tlicy should work s01nc 
f urt-her magic. He half ex1lected the1n to 
appear myste11 iot~sly, dramaticall;?-and to 
appear with some 1J.C,v 111arvcl to e11co111pass 
his destruction. " 

"I was a. fool to lea vc ther11 u11atte11ded ! " 
he snarleci for the t'"·entieth time. '' By my 
ho11e.s no sooner are tl1ey bc~yo11d ra11ge of 
our eyes than they escape fi-0111 tl1eir cJ1ai11s 
a11d disappear 1" 

'' Perc-ha11ce tl1ey ,vere aided i11 some way," 
said Si1nu11 Lr,11e. 

•• Ye t-alk like a fool ! " rcto1·tcd the other. 
"'fhey were aided by so111e 111ode1·11 devil1·y 
of wl1icl1 ,ve k110\v 11ougl1t. Not a n1a11 uf 
u1ine went 11ear that ca ver;a.1 after ,ve de­
parted. "fhat I l1ave ascertai11e<l. A11d v,11at 
help-human help-could have come to the111 
by other mca11s? Yet tl1ey· \Yerc 11ot chai11ed, 
as we had ]cft tl1ew. NeitJ1er could tl1ey l1avo 
l>roke11 the cl1ains. Tl1ey escaped tts, Simo11, 
a11d they cscapt.,~ us by so1ne r11cthod i11 the 
stean1 cave1·11. But owir1g to tl1e ilood of 
boiling ,vater, ,ve could 11ot ever1 r11al{e an 
examinatio11. But ,ve go tl1ere soo11. ..c-\.yc, 
\\'e go w he11 tile flood subsides." 

It ,vas this period of ,vaiting whicl1 ren­
dered the Black Hawk so ir1furiated. 

He knew the peculiarities of the geyser, 
a11d \\'hen., at length, the necessary time l1a(J 
elapsed, he and a number of his men strode 
up the steep tunnel with many flaring torches. 

S(\me of the mer1 ,vere looking half 
frightened. Living all their lives amid sttch 
surroundings, t.hey ,vere superstitious-and 

their superstitions included not 1nerely those 
which are comn1on amongst all sea1nen, but 
those ,vhich were con11no11p]ace i11 Engla11d 
centtiries ago. 

These people, isolated so co1npletcly, had 
retair1ed their superstitions. They \\'ero 
steeped in then1. A11d tl1cy read something 

Chained to the posts in the great cave, Dorrfmod 
the steady rise of the boiling water-water that , 

fate to which Black H 

of \'r'izar(l1·y or \Vitcl1c1·aft i11 tl1e ur1accou11table 
disappearance of tl1e captives. They hesi­
tated, indeed, to e11ter that hot, moist, mys­
terious cavern. 

'' 'Tis ill work, Sir Chief,'' muttered one 
of tl1e r11er1 u11ea.sily. ., \Vottld it not be 
better to a void this accursed spot ? a 

'' Aro ye ,vornen ?'' sneel'ed the Black 
Ha\\-'k. ''Ho! By rny sine,vs, but this is 

.. 
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fi1-1e talk from f ull-gro,ll.7Jl rr1e11 ! \\'"'hat have 
) 1 e to be afearcd of?'' 

Thoy said 110 n1orc, but ,val kc{l st<Jlidly 011-

wards. Tl1e Black 1-Ia,vk l1i111self ,vas tl1e 
first n1nn to enter tl1e stca1n caver11. 1'11c 
b~Jiling ,vatc~s hacl Sttbsidell l,y 110,v-but 011ly 
just. Tl1n r0<~k floor, i11side~ ,vas <lri1)ping 

' er . 

.. d his two companions watch.ed with horrified eyes 
~ soon gush over them. This, then, was the terrlbie 
wk had condemned them ! 

v..·et, a11d st.ea.111 v?as rising i11 vollln"!es. llut 
it V11 as dissipated to a co11s1derable exte11t 
by tl1e flari11g torches. ~I'l1e 1 ne11 spread 
tl1en1selves otit at the Black - Ha,vk's com-
1)1and, a11d tl1e t-Orchcs ,vere l1eld higl1. 

"'Tis a vagt mystery, I vo,v !" said Jo11a­
than Bettf5, as b.e exar11ined the chains. '' Not 
a link broken. Yet I'll s\ivear they could 11ot 
l1a ve releasecl t.l1emselves." 

Si1l1eo1l Harke ,vas sta11di1lg Ola a roeky 
projcct.io11, looki11g rol111<J closely. Ho was 
exar11i11i11g eve11y t.'Ol"11cr of rock. For l1e 
cou]d 11ot~ belie,.-e that his vieti1ns l1ad cscape(i 
l1i111. He thought to fi11d the111 here s01nc­
,vl1ere, l11rking in a crevice. No doubt t.l1e)' 
,,,ot1ld be deacJ, killecl by the stea1n. But,, at 
least, he wo11ld havo fl1e satisfactie11 of tind­
ing their bo<lies. He \Va11ted to he sttre. 

1"}1e Black Ha,,. k '",.as keener, shre,•v<iei. tha11 
his 111e11. Ile \\~as, indeed, i11 111al1~y ,vu:ys, a 
n1aI1 of 1111usnal i11tcltige11ce, a11d J1ad his 
e11 v iro11111e11 t bee11 d ifi"ere11 t, l1c ,vou ld ha Ye 
riser1 to great l1eights. 

··See!" l1c e■xclaimed suclde11I)·. "S1Jlit lJlY 

wi11clr1ipc ! B11t ,vhat 111ealls tl1nt?" 
lie ,,,as poir1ti11g, a11ll tl10:-,c 111e11 11earest 

to l1i111 follo,\1ed tl1c '<lirectio11, r)ut \\·ere i11 

110 \\'ay enligl1te11ed. 
'' I see 11otlgl1t," said Jo11,ath.a11. 
'' .. t\rc ;ye bli11<l ?" sho1,tcd t.l1e Black Ha\vk. 

"\\lhat of tliat. cavity-tl1at l1olc? Sec ye 
11ot a black space, like a t111111el c11t.,rau(·c ·1 ~, 

'' .lfaith, :yes,n said Jo11atl1a11. '' But 't,vas 
a 1 ,,·a Ys tl1ere--'' 

'' • "',rl,,vas al \l'ays t11erc ! ' " n1i111icke<l tl1e 
13lac:k Hawk s11eeri11gly. '' Ye arc a great.e1· 
fool tha11 I ever believecl, Jo11atha11 llet ts! 
\\ .. }1e11 last ,,·e c11tere(l tl1is caver11 tl1erc ,vas 
110 sucl1 gap as ,,·o 110w see." 

lie ,vns f11ll of st1dde11 st1spicio11~-as ,veJl 
l1e 111ight l)e. A11<l, swi11ging rou11d 011 so111e 
elf t}1c other 1ne11, he be]lo\\red his orciers . 

.. c;et :ye back! Bri11g ladders!" lie tl1u11-
d(~l'ecl. '' A'j~e, and 1·01Jes ! 13ring 111orc 
tore lies ! ~Iy .. p1·iso11ers are 11ot so Iai' a ,,,ajy 
as it r11aj1 set.:1111." 

~.f e11 ru11 to obey his orders. TJ1ere was, 
of course, a11 t111avoidable delay, a11<.i- t!1e 
Black llawk f ttn1ed ttp a11d do,,·11 cursi11g. 
And i11 the cot1rse of J1is pera111bt1f at io11s lie 
ca 111e u r1on the grca t slab of rock ,v l1icJ1 l1ad 
faller1, and which had j-a1nmcd bct,veen tl1e 
rock le<I ge arid th~ ,vall. 

''Set'! · 110 sl1outcd. '' 1"11is rock \\·as 11ot 
l1ere tt11til to-dct)' ! It l1as falle11-a11d' tl1us 
,ve k110,v \\'l1y •l1e stra11ge cavity is r10,v rc­
·vealed. ''1~\,'as i11 tl1at l\"'ay the dogs esca}Jed. :, 

It scc1ncd a11 a~ before tl1e rne11 can1e ,vifl1 
t11e la(l<le1·s a11d ropes. Or1e Jadcler ,,~as set 
up Vv~ith son1e diffic11ity, ~11d the11 the 131a<~k 
Hawk mf)11ntoo. He rea.cl1ed tl1e ledge above 
-a11d l1e en1itted a mighty roar soo11 aftet·­
\Vards-for he l1ad ,valked onwards i11to '\\1l1at 
,vas obviol1sly a tunnel. And he was i1<Jt 

u11a,varo of the strong cttrrent of air whicl1 
dr1 fted past him. 

'' Come up!'' lie shouted, retl1r11i11g to tl1e 
ledge. "Bring torches!" 

Other men mounted, an<l it ,vas not lo11g 
before they discovered that tl1e tt111rtcl 1ve11t 
t1p,vards appare11tly fo1~ eve1-. And soo11 tl1c 
Tiln~k Ha,vk c,3111e to a halt, a11cl l1is cu1111i11g 
e:yes ,,·ere aglo,v. 

'' l{.ot r11y skin ! " he exclaime(f. '' I 
to sr11ell son1e,thing ! Ye remembe1·, 
t]1an, tl1c talk abot1t tho strangers? 
'1-ras see11 to-day, ,vas he not, s,vi11gi11g 
a ro1Jc, high, in the cavern?'' 

begi11 
Jo11~-

011e 
fro111 
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''Aye,'' replied Jonat.han Betts. '' But he 
did not descend far, Sir Chief.'' 

., And why not?" said the Black Hawk. 
'' ls it not clear that the man found an ope11-
ing in the cavern side? See! He s,vung 
into it, on the rope! He found the tttnnel, 
and descended. Perchance he had others 
with him. We know that there are a num­
ber of these men from the Outer World. So 
they come do,"·n the tunnel, they find the 
great rock loose, and they tun1ble it over." 

'' By my slcin !'' exclaimed Jonathan. 
'' Think ye, then, that 'tvvas the strangers' 
f rier1ds who sa v·ed them ? '' 

'' Aye, who else?'' retorted Simeon Harke. 
'' They came, a11d they rescued their friends 
and took them back to the tipper island. 
ThltS we know how they escaped from their 
chains. And what they can do-we ca11 dot'' 

Never had the Black Hawk looked so in-
tense as he looked now. · 

''Come I'' he said abruptly. 
He dismounted the ladder, and without 

another word to his men he hurried down the 
long, sloping tunnel ttntil at length he w~ 
back in the great cavern. The Black Hawks 
first task was to obtain a povrerf ul tele­
scope. H(I ordered his immediate companions 
to f et.cl1 other telescopes. They took up ad­
vantageous positions-and every telescope \\'as 
focttsed 011 the great opening of the cavern, 
three tho11sand feet above. 

That Simeon Harke ,vas a seaman was 
proved by the fact that he did not close one 
eye \\"her1 he ,vas gazing through the tele­
scope. He knew better than that. 

He was watching. Tl1ere had been move• 
1ne11ts up there during the morni11g. He 
reckoned that it \\1 ould take tl1e captives and 
their rescuers some hours to mount the .steep 
tunnel to the surf ace. There ,vas not one 
chance in a thousand that they had reached 
the end of their journey yet. So he vvas 
waiting. and concentrating nis attention upon 
that mile-wide crater. 

Arid his efforts, after an hour. were re-
warded. • 

By now there was no trace of sunshine 
within tne cavern. For the sun had s11nk 
fairly low in the sky; and only a dim, diffused 
daylight entered. The cavern itself was now 
n1ade bright by the flares. And so cornpara­
tivoly small ,-.·as that opening in the roof, 
and so dim the sky, that stars were already 
twinl,ling. Yet, in the .outer air, not a star, 
of course, could yet be seen.· 

''Ah!'' 6xclaimed the Bia.ck Hawk abruptly. 
He had seen. Tiny figures, looking like 

specks, had appeared on a rock ledge, close 
under the great outlet. And, focusing his 
telescope carefully, Simeon Harke had little 
or no difficulty in recognisi11g the figures. 
One of them-the first to swing out on a 
rope, and to be hauled up\1lards-was clearly 
that of a girl. 

Amanda Peterson! She had escaped wit.h 
them-she was leaving her people and join­
ing these men from the Outer World! The 
Black Hawlr gritted his teeth with fury. For 
lie smelt rpischief. 

He sav.· other figures mounting. To the 
.naked eye they v.·ere practically invisible; 
but through the telesco1Jes t.he;y stood otit in 
reliof. 

''So! They have escaped-they are safe!''-" 
shouted the pirate chief. '' Listen, ·men! Pre-, 
pare _ great nttmbors of torches; have rope•,_--~ 
m~de ready; str~p on ~our,, cutlasses an~ 
knives! We ·go into action! . 

'' But 'tis impossible!" protested Jonathan. 
'' Talk ye of giving battle to t.he strangers?, 
But ho\v can "'e get up yonder?'' 

'' As they went so can we go!'' replied the 
Black Ha,vk. '' Iii all these centuries \\"e have 
ne,,.er fou11d a ,vay to reach the upper sttr­
face of our island. Hear ye that word, my· 
comrades-our islar1d ! \Vhat right have these 
strangers to ,valk upon it ? 'Tis ours ! 'Tis 
our birthright-delivered into our keeping by 
our ancestors. And \\'e go to drive theso 
strangers out-a.ye, to kill then1 in battle! 
And, in so doing, ,\·e shall gain our first 
sight of the ot1ter air-a sight that none of 
us has seen, except that once \\'"hen ,ve ven­
tt1red forth upo11 tl1e ,var vessel." 

There \\"ere crowds of men rour1d him now, 
and they were all excited. Even the peace­
£ 111 people-those Vlho had suffered from the 
Black Hawk's tJ·ranny-,vere agog ,\·ith the 
news. There ,vas a \\·ay through to the 
upper part of the island! And the strangers 
had discovered it! It was they who had 
fottnd the \\"al'! 

0 Do ye not remember \\'l1at the man of 
the smooth face said?" went on Simeon 
Harke. '' He talked of a great number of 
the flying machi11es. If these strangers get 
a ,vay, they ,vill return-aye, and return in 
,rast numbers. But I say that they shall not 
return-for never shall they leave the island ! " 

And thereafter there ,vere great move .. 
ments down in the cavern. Men by the 
score made ready, aI1d the activities were 
feverish. 

CHAPTER 8. 
The Night Attack! 

T I-IE base camp ,vas all quiet. 
Nigl1t l1ad descended upon the 

great plateau, and overhead the stars 
were t,vinkling in their myriads. Not 

a breath of wind stirred. A -more peaceful 
scene could not have bee11 imagined. 

Within the steelVw'ork palisades the adven­
turers slept. Amanda had been mad.e com­
fortable in the aeroplane's cabin, and she 
slept like a child, exhausted by her Jong 
exertions. 

Nelson Lee and Nipper arid Umlosi ~dept, 
too-heav·ily, for their tissues were in sore 
need of recovery. Soundly as Lee slept, 
however, the slightest unusual noise would 
have aroused him to instant ~"akefulneas. 

And outside, in the stockade, Lord Dorri-­
more and Handforth v;ere keeping ,vatch. At 
least, Lord Dorrimore was. Handforth slept 
-altl1ough the b,1r1y youngster had already 
had an earl1 spell. But Dorrie had give.11 



-In No. 179 SCHOOLBOYS' OWN 4d. LIBRARY. 25 
• 

hin1 the wink, and had advised him to snatch machine-guns a11d the searchlights. \Vtt1r a 
a little 1nore sleep. Normally Ha11dforth simulta11cot1s blaze the searchlights sprang 
,vould ha,,,c i1ldig11a11tly refused, bt1t to-night into lifet a.nd the great white beams spread 
he ,,ras only too grateful. ot1t over the cot1ntryside. 

Thua the sporti11g peer ,vas i11 sole charge ''Look!'' yelled Ilandforth. 
of the can1p-a11d after his recent experie11ces He saw a great }1crd of hideous-looking 
-he was not -likely to take a11y fllrther cl1unccs. mon~ters, each one of them measl1ring not 
'l,i red as he was, he ,vas intc11sely ,vakef ul. less than t\\,.c11ty-fi,,.e feet. They had great 
It v.'as vita]ly necessary for ~, close, alert scaly backs, heads not unlike those of rhino-
wat.ch to he maint.ai11ed. ceri, but ,vith the addition of two great 11on1s _ 

A11d so the hours passe<l-,vith Do1·rie sticki11g out,vards above their eyes. 
smoking cigarette after cigarette, a11d pacing ,, Triceratops!'' ejaculated Lee, recog11is­
,stcadily up and do,vn, his ears on the stretch, j11 g the species. •! By Heaven, a herd of tri­
his eyes strai11i11g. But never a Sltspicious ceratops, Dorrie 1 And look! Behind the1n 
1novement or sol111d can1e to him. ai·e the Beast Me11 ! They are tl'ying the 
. Midnight at last. same _dodge as they worked once before-

A11d almost 011 tho stroke of tl1e hour they inean to drive the herd on to· us.'' 
Dorrie touched Handforth by the shoulder Now that the element of surprise was 
a.11d gently shook him. 

•• Wake ttp, young 'un !'' murmured his destro:yed, the great shaggy island men we1·e 
)ordehip. '' Mr. Lee will be coming on duty shouti11g and sto1·ming in their queer ~hat­
ii1 a few seconds, with Umlosi." teri11g tongue. A11d the herd, alread_y fright-

,, Eh f Hallo! The steain l'' gasped Hand- cned by the s<'archiight, .stampeded. Many 
forth. ,, TI1c boiling v.1ater will get us-- of them \\·ere ,,.eering a,vay from the camp, 
Oh, my hat I 1-1 tholight for a l'Pet others, driven by the Beast Men, came 
111oment--'' straight onwards. 

Zizz-zizz-zizz ! 
"That's all right," murmured Dorrie. "It's Great rockets, fired aut.omatically, hissed 

midnight, and here comes Mr. Lee." out from the top of the stockade, leaving 
When l~l~e a11d Umlosi joined them, com- sho,vers of sparks in their rear. 

paratively fresh, Handfortl1 ,ras on his feet. Booiii-booin-boooom I 
He felt guilt~·, Iet he was so tired that he 'fhc great fire,vorks exploded, and trcmen-
Jonged for a eHa11ce of falling back, once dous cascades of coloured fire spread out in 
agai11, into slun1ber. A11d now it was his every direction. The Tricaratops veered . off, 
•pell ''off.'' · d h 0 cmitti11g strange cries, an soon t ey were 

'' Nothi11' to report., chief,'' said Dotrie. thundering away in absolute terror. Yet it 
'' Or should I s~ ' Sir Cliief '? All quiet had oeen tot1ch and go dt1ring that brief 
011 the '\\T «:ste1-ii' Front.'' 1nir111te. For had the monsters charged into 

,. Wat1 ! Quiet, maybe, bt1t n1et.hinks there the camp, everybody "·ottld have been 
is 111ischief afoot!'' 1·un1bled Umlor;;i. trampled to death in the rush. 

Ile v;as sta11di11g in the open, s11iffing tl1e ,, By gad! Theee Beast Men are cunning I'' 
1=1i r like a great l1ound. His f\.OStrils \\Tcre said Dorrie, wiping his brow. '' Handy and 

. clilating, and the others watched him with I hadn't the ghostliest notio11 that a11ythin'. 
q11ick alarm. The moon "ras just rising, and was abt.'' 
t.J1e feeble light from it, s,1pplementing that ''\Vatt I The danger is 11ot yet over, 
fron1 the stars, revealed Umlosi fairly clearly. N'Kose !'' said {Jnilosi. ''See! 'Twas but a 

., What is it, old friend?" asked Lee keenly. rti.;e !'' 

.. I know not, Umtagati-b11t I smell a '' By Jamfs, he's right!'' said Lee. '' The 
stra11ge a11d noxious smell I'' said Umlosi. Beast 1\fen the111selves are at.tacking now­
'' Listen I Canst thou not hear· a soft, tht1d- ht11ldreds of them! Tl1e stampede of the 
ding 1nurmur ?'' · monsters was a piece of strategy-in order 

So keen was Umlosi's se11se of s1nell that to distract ottr attention. This is serious. 
he was. avlare of tl1e danger long before the They're co·n1ing in deadly earnest.'' 
others. Bt1t now that they were definitely As4 he .spoke he had sw1111g 0110 of the. 
suspicious, they did detect an unpleasant, searchlights 1·ou11d. And the cold beam re­
n1usty odour in the atmosphere. It was 11ot vealed great r1t11nbers of the giant Beaf3t 
the smell of the fungus which grew upo11 l\!Ien. They were h11rtling t.hemBel,·eJ3 upo11 
tl1is island. It was animal~like fetid, the ~mp, run11ing up ,vith great lopi11g 
•>at1scous. And the sou11ds were becomir1g strides, shrieking, sho11ting, and tittering all 
etronger now-a soft thudding, ac.companied manner of hideous cries. 
lJy rt1stlings · '' It']l have to be the machine-gt.ins, Lee!'' 

'' There's 110 sense in beir1g in c)oubt like said Dor1·ie. '' It's our only c11ance. '' 
thi_s ! '' said Dorrie abrupt1y. '' \\i"hy not . Un1losi, by this time, had grasped his 
&witch on the sea1·chlights? Good glory, ,ve great spear, and he \\·M dashing into the 
do11't. want the Beast Me11 to take us by fray, reckless of the consequences-for he 
surprise, do we T That's about the size of ,vas, first and last, a warrior. 
it, Lee! :rhe beggars are r.reepir1' up in the Nipper was on the sce11e, too. It \\'a.8 a 
dark11ess like sha.do,vs." , case of all hands to the pumps. 

Neleo11 LC'e 11odded. Arid a n1omer1t later . With a stutteri11g, staccato rattle, two ~f. 
he and the -others were Jeapi11g for the little the machine-guns a,vakened ir1to life. Nelson· 
platforms on which ·"ver~ mounted tJ1e :tee. and Lord Dorrimore '\\·ere not keen upon 



26 THE NELSON LEE LIBRARY 

killing tl1e savage prin1itives ,\·l10 were attack­
ing; but u11less tl1e~y ,vere held off~ it \\·ot1ld 
mean death for every n1ember of tl1c stttrd~r 
litt.le ba11d. 

'' It's ot1r Ii v·es-or theirs!'' .said Dorrie 
grimly, ''\\1e can't hesitate, Lee." 

'' Aim lo,v ! " retorted I.Jee. '' If we wounc{ 
the beggars, and }Jut tl1ern ottt of act.ior1, it 
will be ji1st as effective. l)on't forget, Dorrie, 
that this is their island-and ,ve are intruders. 
It's a pity they co11ld riot l1e frie11dly to\'lards 
us-for ,vo n1ean tl1e1n 110 l1ar1n. '' 

"That's. all very· ,,~ell,'' gro,vled Dorrie. 
''This is no time for fl~1 in' the vvhite ting. 
They wouldn't tt11derstn11d it, a11y\\·ay ! Ye 
gods! Look at 'en1 ! Thc:y're like animals!" 

l11 a frenzy of aba11do11cd fur)~, the Beast 
Men were chargir1g. It ,vas a terrif:ying 
sight. The {l'a11tic creatures ,vere no longer 
scared of the searcl1lights and the fire,\·orh:s. 
They had discovered tlia t tl1e ligl1ts could 
not httrt them; arid ev·en tl1e bt1rsting, boom­
ing fireworl(S left tl1e111 1nore or less t1r1• 

• 

scat.l1ed. Witl1 tl1eir cot1rage regai11ed, there· 
fore, and '\"ith their confidet1ce restored, they 
charged. 

Crack:-crack-crnck ! 
Nipper n11d Handfortl1, armed \\·itl1 rifles, 

fired coolly. Tl1ey did their bit ,vithout hesi­
tation. For tl1ev knew that if t.l1e Beast 
l\Ier1 succ-eeded tl1ere \\"ould be 110 hope. 
Tl1esc creatures \\rcre bent upon titter 
<Is tr u ct i o 11 • 

'' ,,:-e'v·e got. to sho\v tl1c1n, once ancl for 
all, t.l1a t ,,Tc 're their 1nasters, :- ' said Lee 
grin1l:r. '' After tl1a t., perhaps-,,,}1e11 tl1e fact 
sir,ks into t.l1eir JJrin1iti ve n1i11ds-tl1ejT \Vilt 
leave tis a lc1ne.,, 

Tl1e battle \\·as sl1ort. a11d esl1ar1J-and ter­
rible \\·l1ile it lasted. 'I1he 111acl1ir1c-gt1ns fJtlt 
i11 dcatlly ,vork:. l)ozens of tl1e primi ti vcs, 
l1urlir1g tl1e1nselves maclly at the st.eel 
palisadE~.s, ,vere 1no\vr1 do,,r11 like corn before 
the reaper. '11l1e)" fell, screarning a11d ,vrith­
ing. Bttt riot in 011e ir1stance \Vas any man 
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-killed. Thei; inj11ries, for tl1e most part, \\i·ere 
6eflh ,,·ounds a11d mi11or fractures. 

Bt1t while tl1ey "rere kept back in one spot, 
they s,vept t1p in another. And it was an 
n11xious time for the five galla11t defenders. 
. St1<ldenly something like a hundred of the 
·Beast Men, in a solid mass, rt1shed at the 
defences. The creatures in the forefront, 
:unable to check t.hemsclve.s, were sent 
hurt.Jing upo11 tha steel palisades. The tre­
·n1e11dous weight of the Beast ?wicn in the 
· rear · carried them on-and the palisades 
. bent, shivered, nnd finally broke. The un­
: fortt111ates in the forefront were battered and 
crt1shed. B11t a breach had been made and 
tho Beast lfe11 came pouri11g through right 
j11to the "·ery heart of the enclosure. 

·' Tl1at's done it!'' said Dorrie gruffly. 
. He s,vttng his rnachi11e~gt1n rou11d, and now 
it ,vns his intention to kill. It \\·as their ovln 
lives or the li·ves of some of theso animal-like 
l1u1na11s. There ,,·as no choice in the matter. 

"\\7ait !'' ejaculated Nelson Lee sharply. 
For he had S\\"ltng one of the searchlights 

i·ound, and tho '"·hite beam re,,.ealed the great, 
glistening figure of Um)osi. The Kutani 
chief, spear in ha11d, was doing deadly work. 

''Pigs! Vermin!'' he bellowed. ~, Ye are 
r1•1t e,Ten warrions ! Pah 1 Rather would I 
fight against jackals!'' · 

His Hashing epear rose and fcl]. And at 
every thrust a man died. \Vith that spear, 
lJmlosi \\·as deadly. Yet, against s11ch odds, 
he could not hope to keep up the fight for 
Jong. J:!,our of the Beast l\f en, httrling them­
.!eJ,·es at him from the side, took advantage 
of their f;Uperior position. 

''Stand back, Umlosi !'' roared Lee. ''We're 
going to fire and ,\·e do11't want to kill 
you--'' 

'' \\"au l Thinkest tho11, Un1tagati, that I 
an1 in any danger?'' retorted Umlosi, with 
con ten1pt.. '' I fear not these· insects ! '' 

Swinging round, he drove his spear home 
again. One of the Beast Men fell, uttering 
a screan1ing death cry. With the agility of 
a 1nonkcy, Umlosi bent down?;ards and shot 
for,,;-ard. He tripped a11other Beast l\fan, 
roae upright, and catapt1lted the creature with 
an1azing st1·ength right over his shoulders. 
'fl10 pr1n11t,i,,.e fell amongst his kind, and a 
number of the1n collapsed, falling back. 

In the same moment, Umlosi ]eapt clear, 
.and--·: 

Zurrrr-putt-putt-j>utt-putt-putt ! 
Nclso11 1-"'ee's machine-g11n ripped into 

action. The Boost lien fell on all aides. 
Others, .. be\vildered and stupefied by the fate 
of. their coinrade.s, fell back. During those 
lJr1ef n1omc11ts it had indeed been touch and 
go. Bttt now the breach l1ad been sealed. 
.rl'he Beast ~len ,vere in retreat, Lee grabbed 
his machin~•gun, leapt down from the platr 
form, a11d 1n ·a moment he was standing in 
that broken gap of the palisade. 

~nd the searchlights re,~caled the running, 
)oping figures of the ene1ny. In all directions 
the Beast Men were i11 retreat. Many of 
them were dragging ,,·ounded comrades. 

Ot-hcrs, i11jured, were slowly and pain/ully 
li1npi11g away. 

A flood of rocketsh fired horizont,al]y, hissed 
and sizzled across t e countryside.. And the 
bursting maroons, sending fort.h nttmbers of 
dazzling coloured lights, so11nded like the 
exploding of shells. 

'' E!ery~ody . safe ? '' sang. 011t Lee, a sh~_~P 
note 1n his ,-ro1ce. · 

'' Think so!'' replied Dorrie. •• You all 
rightt Nipper?'' 

'' Yes, rather!" replied Nipper, from the 
other side of the enclosure. '' Handy's here7 
too. Both of t1s untouched.'' 

'' Thank lleavcn for that!" said Lee, wiping 
his mc>ist brow. '' In all tnis conf ttsion I was 
half afraid that something might have hap­
penefl to the boys.'' 

''I say!" exclaimed Handforth, with sudden 
alar1n. "What abot1t Amanda? Poo1· kid I 
I J1ope she didn't see e"\?'erythi11g !'' 

'' Poor kid, indeed!'' said Nipper, unable to 
repress a smile. '' She's a year or so older 
than yo11 a1·e, Handy.,, 

'' R.ats ! She's a girl, and fighting of the 
sort that t.ook place five minutes ago isn't 
for girls to see!" said Handforth gr1tfHy. 
''Anyway, I'm going into the cabin to havf, 
a v.·,,rd ,,,ith her-to gi,,.e her the tip tha-t 
e\'9Crl·thi11g is all over.'' 

'' I 'JI come l\"ith you,'' said Nipper. 
., Eh? No,v, look here~-'' '. 
Bttt Ha11dforth broke off. After all, 

A111anda ,vas his friend, but ho po~essed po 
n1onopoly in tl1at friendship. . 

Tl1cy ,ve11t into the big, comfortable saloon 
of the Sky Wanderer. All ,vas dark. They 
had half expected the girl to be standing ·in 
the doory;ay J but she '\\'as not there. 

'' Amanda I'' called Handforth softly. 
There \\·as no reply. 
•.'Amanda!" called Hand fort.ht his vo1ce 

bcc001ing sharper and louder. 
St.ill there w~ no reply. ! · 

Alar1n s,,,.ept i11to the faces of Handfor.th 
ancl Nippj:r. Casting all scruples to the 
,vf11ds, the"J' ran into the cabin where Amanija 
had been .sleeping-for the Sky Wandere·.­
,,·as provided with some ,·ery neat little sleep­
i11g eallins, reached by a door at tl1e end ~ol 
tho saloo11. And in a moment Handfortb 
a11d Nipp~r knew the truth. 

Amanda had vanished! 

--
CHAPTER 9. 

Handforth's Lone Trail. · '' IT looks ,-ery serio11s, ,, said Nelson Lee 
gravely. . 

'' But-but where can she be, eir ?t' 
panted Handforth, who ,,·as franiic. 

'' Sl10 ,vould11't have gone out 011 her own, 
a11d-a11d-- Oh, goodness! You doii't 
thi-11k that those Beast Men--'' 

IIc broke off, his thot1ghts too terrible t9 
he~p11t· i11to words. . 

Follo\\~ing the dramatic discovery, Nelson 
J.,ec and Lord Dorrimore had been told, an·d 
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the Sky Wanderer had been quickly searched. 
Every inch of the enclosure had been 
searched, too. But Amanda, unquestionably, 
had vanished. And it \\,.as clear that the 
girl had vanished during the intensely hot 
minute ,vhen the fighting had been at its 
worst. 

''I saw her, once-standing at t,he cabin 
door,'' said Dorrie. '' In fact, I \\·as goin' to 
warn her to get back, but some more of 
those brutes came charging up, an' I had to 
give them my attention. What do you make 
of it, Loe?'' 

'' I'm afraid there is only one possible con­
clusion to arrive at,'' replied Nelson Lee, in 
a trod bled voice. '' You remember that a 
number of the Beast l\'.len penetrated right 
into the carr1p? Umlosi dealt with some of 
them, but ot,hers got past him. I can only 
conclude that the girl was seized then.'' 

'' Oh I'' muttered Handforth, horrifiea. 
'' She must have been quickly silenced, and 

smuggled out through the girders of the 
palisade, on the other side,'' continued Lee. 
'' Perl1ap& this explains why the Beast Men 
made such a sudden and unexpected retreat. 1 • 

'' By glory I I belie,re you're right there!" 
said Dorrie sharply. '' Now I come to think 
of it, a tremendous chattering \\"ent up for 
a minute. Didn't you hear? '"l"'he devils \\'ere 
telliu'· one another about the capture an' 
the retreat was e,rdered. '' 

'' It looks like it,'' said Lee, nodding. 
'' And if that is tl1e case, Dorrie, tl1e:y have 
not l,iiled the girl.'' 

• "Ho,v do y·ot1 kno\\r t.hat, sir 7" asked 
Handforth, wide-eyed. 

'' Because tl1ere is every indicatio11 that 
they are holding her as a l1ostage, '' replied 
Lee. '' No doubt they intend to use her, 
later, as a lever. It is an ttnfortunate 
situation!'' 

''But· can't we do something, sir?'' asked 
Hand forth excitedly. '' Can't ,ve go out and 
hunt•--'~ 

,,, Not in this darkness,'' interrupted Lee 
sharply. '' Beyond these palisades, tl1e Beast 
Men have all the advantage. They kno\\,, the 
oou11try every inch of it. We are strangers. 
We should merely deliver ourselves into their 
hands. No, ,ve must ,vait t111til dayligl1t, and 
then, perhaps, \\'e can get the girl safely 
back. 

Haudforth thought that it was a mad idea. 
His o"rn plan was to dasl1 ot1t, then arid there, 
and 6carch. 

"It's no good, old rnan," said Nipper 
gently, as he led Handforth a\\·ay. '•The 
gu v'nor's right.'' 

'' He's not right!'' bt1rst out llandforth pas­
sionately. '' H"'s ,vrong ! He's· horribly 
wrong! Oh, my only hat! 1-1 can't bear 
to think of that girl in the hands of those 
beasts! What will tl1ey do to her?'' 

'' Better not thir1k of it at all,'' replied 
Nipper quietly. 

'' How can I help thinking of it?'' groaned 
Handforth. ''It was o,ving to me that 
Amanda came \\'ith us. We saved her from 
tho Black Ha,,·k and hie gang! Saved her 

for \\rhat? To deli,rer. her up into the hands 
of these savage devils!" 

He had ,,·orked himself up into a fine pitch 
of excitement and fear-fear for the girl. 

'' 'fl1ink of what happened to Dorrie and .. 
me!'' he \\~ent on. "The Beast Men were . 
going to sacrifice tts, ,veren't tl1cy? The}" ~ 
,vere goi11g to drop us to death do,vn the 
crater. By George! Perhaps that's ,vl1at 
they'll do to Amanda!" ;, 

He \\·as tortured by his thoughts. And, 
quite suddenl:},., he came to a clecision. In 
ilis heart, he knew that Nelson Lee ,vas right. 
It ,vould be sheer insanity to venture forth 
110,v, in the darkness. The only hope \\1 as to 
wait t1r1til the daylight came. 

Yet llandforth was not ruled by any dic­
tates of common sense. Some sort of instinct 
told him that Amanda \\'as in deadly peril­
tl1at she ,.,·ould, indeed, be dead by the morr1-
ing. lTnless she could be reso11ed now she 
would ne·ver be rescued at all. 

Yet there would be no sense in the five 
adv·enturers throwing their lives a,\ .. ay in a 
varn effort to save the one. Even Handforth 
cottld sec that. Bttt the thought did not deter 
him. 

He wandered a\\'ay from Nipper, his hands 
thrusf deeply into his trousers-pockets. He 
appeared to be mooching abot1t in a state of 
utter dejection. But he \\?as acting i, part. 
Arid at the first opportunity he slipped a\\tay 
bel1ind the broke11 tail of the aeroplar1e so 
that l1e '"·as ottt of Nipper's sight-for he 
had half a st1spicion tl1a t Nipper ~~as wa t-ch--
ing him. · 

Nelson Lee and Dorrie and Umlosi -were 
standir1g in a grottp, talking ea~·nestly. They 
did not see l1i111. And with a sudde11 dash, }10 
reached the palisades, "~ormed his way be­
tweer1 t\\,.O girders \\"hich had been bent, and 
he had gone. 

Crazy though the project v:as-tho11gh ho 
lcne,\" 1.t to be-he ,•las setting out on a lone 
trail. I-le v.·ould never have received per­
missior1 to ,,.ent11re forth like that. So he 
had gone stea] thil~- 1 secretly. And once 
a \\ray, he ran like a l1are. 

l-Iaving reached the bottom of the rocky 
slope, he found himself in the valley, \\"hero 
clun1ps of fungtts gre,v like bushes-and 
where, in tho distance, a veritable forest of 
the stuff reared itself against the starlit sky. 
Tl1ere ,vas sufficient light for Handforth to 
see tl1e gro11nd. He \\"as a good boy scout, 
and he had a fair knol\·ledge of scout-craft. 
His trained eve quickly detected the confused 
tracks on the mossy, grass-like surf ace. The 
Beast l\iler1 had gone this wal'-a whole herd 
of the1n, and many of t.he \\'ounded had been 
dragged. 

H.a11dforth Ylas assisted by this fact. Ile 
could see the marks distinctly. The dragging 
of tl1c "'"ot111ded pro·vided him ,vith his trail.. 

Handforth gave no thoughts to l1is own 
peril. He had e,rer been madly reckless. 
The one thought ,,,.hich did burn through 
his 1nind \\"as that Amanda had been captured 
by those hairy animal men and was even 
now in their power. How he \\"as to rescuo 
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her he did · not know-he did not think. He 
walked on, his attention fixed to the ground, 
picking out the. tell-tale signs and marks. 

At any ~oment he expected to hear shouts 
from the camp. He expected to see the 
searchlights blaz~ out, and he was ready 
to drop. flat behind some of the fungus bushes. 
For he was fully resolved· not to take any 
uotice of any 01·de.rs. He was out, and he 
•'tould carry on I 

·But no searchlightis blazed; no shouts 
sounded. Evidently, Handforth's absence had 
11ot yet been discovered. He pressed on 
quickly, running at top speed between clumps 
of fungus. And he could not help noting 
that the general direction of the retreating 
Beast Men was towards the •• forest.,, Thoi;e 
dre·ad creatures were lurking somewhere 
within the black and mysterious recesses of 
t,he giant fungoid growths. Even at this 
distance, Handforth could smell the queer, 
u11pleasant odour which the fungus emitted. 

He perceived., after a while, that he had 
taken the wrong direction. For when he 
looked upon the mossy grou11d, he now saw 
110 tell-tale mark.s: And just ahead of him 
there was a broad, silent stream. The sur­
face reflected t.he stars, and the water looked 
black and· ugly. Occasionally a ripple, caused 
by heave11 alo11e kr1ew wl1at, disturbed the 
placid surf ace. 

The stream was far too wide for Ha11d­
f oi-th to jump, and he 1·aI1 along the bank 
for so111e dista11ce, seeking a spot where he 
might ford. lt,ailing that, he might chance 
tl1e. s,vim. He was reckl~s enough, even for 
that-knowi11g, as lie did, t.hat the streams 
oi this amazing island were likely enough to 
b~ i11habited by deadly reptil~. 

Yet he ,...,·ould waste valuable time if he 
retraced his ste,s. The forest lay only just 
beyo11d the strean1, the rim of it rising up 
i11 a straight black Jir1e at the top of a grassy 
slope. 

···'Hallo!" he mt1ttered suddenly. ''What's 
tltis? By George, here's a piece of luck!" 

He halted at the river bank. Just ahead 
of · him t.here was a great log, half su-b­
merged, and it stretched across the black 
ri-ver almost from bank to bank. Handf orth 
judged that he cot1ld easily leap to the oppo­
site shore from the e_nd of the log. And if 
he kept his ba]a11c~P.--

'' Rat.s ! '' he muttered.doggedly. ''It's the 
best· way.'' 

He. n1ade up hie mind quickly. He ran 
up·on the log, and found, too late, that it 
v/as· slippery and extraordinarily spongy. He 
had expected it to be hard; but his feet 
almost sank in as he walked along, striving· 
}i"ard to keep his balance. 

Arid then a11 alarming thi1lg happened. 
:The log, without warning, rose out of the 

water! 
•- Jumping jelllyfush I'' gurgled Handforth, 

his feet slipping from under him. 
Somehow he managed to dig his knees into 

the ,·,lot.'' He clutched at some leathery, 

scale-like objects, and secured a hold. A11d 
now, to his bewilderment, he found him­
self t.wenty or thirty feet in the ~ir. 

A11d he knew the truth. It was not a Jog 
he had walked upon, but a long neck of a· 
vast monster which had been wallowii1g in 
the stream-perhaps, even, sleeping. But 
now it ,vas lt1mbering out of the water mak­
ing strange noises. and Handforth could _hear, 
rather than 1ee, its enormoua tail lashing in·.· 
fury. 

He \\'.'as con,rinced that the c1·eature V'las of · 
the brontosaurus type, and it \\"'as anything· 
between sixty and seventy feet long. Hand­
forth \Vas clutching about midway along ~the 
enormous neck-and that -neck was rai~ed 
high, a11d now llandforth could see· the re.­
pulsive head, some distance in front of hiin. 
He even caught the gleam of th~ baleful 
eyes. ' ' 

The burly St. Frank's junior had had many 
strange experie11ces in his time but never 
in his ,vildest dreams had he ever e:x:Jlectecl 
to take a ride upon a prehistoric mo11ster ! 

He was in a terrible quandary. He dared 
not release his grip, for the fall to the ground, 
alo11e, would probably break a limb ... An~ 
even if he managed, with his _usual. luck, .to 
alight unhurt, he would be horriply near .t.~e 
great, stamping f ect of the brontosaur'1s. T~ 
creature might e,,.en attack him open-mouthed. 
He even forgot Amanda in the dire extremity 
of his peril. The thought of that vast caver11 
of a mouth filled him. · 

What a fool he had been in venturi11g out! 
llr. Lee had been right. 

Then his thoughts vlere shattered.· The 
brontosaurus, nvw ot1t of ihe water, ,vas inov ... 
ing its head backwards and forwards, .. and tho 
great neck ,vas swaying and swinging. Ha11d~ 
forth clung on desperately. The creature 
utter~d terrifying noises, neither screams. nor 
bello,vs but something between the two. And 
with a ~udden panic-for the brontosaurUB, no 
doubt, was even more frightened t-han Ha11d-
forth-the 4'reat creature charged. · 

With thudding strides it went hurtling to~ 
wards the fungus forest, up the s!ope. H;a11d­
forth never knew how he clung on. Only 
those leathery projections on the creature's 
neck saved him. In the faint moonlight he 
looked a mere tiny dot upon the enormous 
neck of the brontosaurus. He tried to press 
himself close, and he really did believe that 
his last minute on earth had arrived. 

He became aware of s·trange, new sou11ds. 
It was not like the crashing of bu.shes, b4t 
a soft squelchy disgusting sound. The air 
be~~ charged' with a pungent smell. The11. 
he kne,v what it meant. Tl1e brontosat1rt1s 
was httrling itself into the fungus _fo1·es·t. 

Then the end· came-as unexpected as it 
was dramatic. 

Some distance within the '' trees ,_, ther.e 
was a sharp drop, a gully. And the b1·onto .. 
saurus stopped st1ddenly and Ha!3dy ~ \\ta8 

sent hurtling over its neck. Then 1t. tur-ned· 
and c11arged back along its own tracks. ·. • 
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Squelch! 
Ha11dforth expected to crash t-0 death at 

the very bottom of the ravi11e; but lie fou11d 
himself, instead: plu11ging ir1to tl1e ,~ery ce11tre 
of an enor111ouij toadstool--lik:e grO\\'tl1 ,vhich 
boro tl1e bru11t of l1is fall. 

As he sat, the fungus split UJl. lie sa11k 
int-o the midst of it-a11d tl1e se11sation \\ras 

cxtraordinar~". It was like drop[Ji11g i11to 
a great pile ot £eatl1er beds. So co111pletely 
,vaa his fall broke11, i11 fact, tl1at he ,vas not 
even bruised. He llicked l1ir11self Ul) an1id a 
clinging mass of b1·0,,'11ish--black frag111e11ts, 
all soft and spongy· arid gi,ri11g fortl1 a11 in­
tense and nauseating odour. 

'' Great pip!'' lie gurgled, staggering a "ray. 
He \\'as diZZJ" \\'ith t-he smell. Yet lie 
111anaged to keep his \\'its abot1t him. Tl1e 
st.uff \\'as evide11tJy not }Joisonous. \Vith his 
111ind still in a daze, he stumbled ot1t of the 
ravine, and unexpectedly l1e came int.o a big 
clearing of the fungoid forest. Tl1e n1oon-­
light \\'as strean1i11g do,\·n. Son1etl1ir1g \\'as 
lying on the mossy gra.ss, arid there ,vere 
gc·eat creepers reacl1ing to\\ra1xls it-long, 
quivering tendrils, and--

• 
''Amanda!'' shouted Ha11dfortl1, ,~·itl1 joy 

arid horror mingled. 
'' 011 ! Oh!'' ca1ne the girl's ge11tle voice. 

"Cari it really be yott? Oh, please help n1e ! 
Tl1ose dreadft1l snvages left me here--'' 

Har1dfo1·tl1 leapt to her assistance, l1is 0\\'n 
startli11g adventure forgotte11. Fate l1ad 

·-----

brougl1t hi111 to this spot.-fate ir1 the gigant.io 
sl1apo of a brontosattrus ! 11 hat ,\~as t.l10 
tl1ought \\'hich flashed through l1is n1ind as 
l1e ran to the girl's l1el p. It was ar1otl1er 
exa1111Jle of Ed\\·ard Oswald Hanclfort.l1's colos-­
sal luck. 

'' 011 ! " he gasped, \\rith fresh l1orror. 
He was standing over her no\\'. Ar1<l eveu 

in tl1a t dim light l1e eottld see t.l1a t t l1e girl 
\\~as cruellv bottt1cl \\ .. it11 a r1t1111ber of tl1e 
ter1aciot1s dried creepers. But that ,vas not 
all. Sornethi11g fa1" v.'orse 1net Handforth's 
o-aze. 
0 

The great tendrils of the living creepers 
which festooned the fungoid growths ,vere 
reacl1ing· do\-\'"Il. They "'ere ~tttachi11g them­
selves to Amanda's bare ar111s, to her face 
and neck. Suckers! Deadly, diabolical, 
hideous suckers! 

So tl1is ,va~ the fate the Beast ~ien had 
left her to! A \'ictim of tl1e ,,ilc, blood­
sucking creepers ,vl1ich abounded in these 
11oxious forests ! Even as Handf ort.h \\·hip peel 
out l1is clasp-knife ar1cl slashed tl1rottgh son1e 
of the suckers, others came sqt1ir1ni11g dowr1, 
quiverir1g, as thougl1 full of vindictive in­
tellige11ce. Two or tl-1ree of tl1em att_achNi 
theznselves to l1in1, and he felt sharr1, stab­
bing pains. 

Slasl1-slash-slash ! 
As lie c11t tl1rotigl1 the t.er1drils they lasl1ed 

and ,vrithed, arid black: liqt1id oozed fror11 
the cut .sect.io11s. I-Ie tool, r10 not.ice of t11e 

The 
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·creepers whioh were clutching at him. He 
cut· the gid'a bonds, lifted her into his 
arms, and ran. 

The tendrils which were attached to him 
stretched out, quivering, and with loud 
,. plops, ' 1 the suckers were compelled to re­

r Ii nquish their grip. 
: · Amanda had Bwooned in -his anm. Some­
. •-hbw he got out of that dreadful forest, and 
.·\\'ithi11 his heart he was sending up a prayer 
. o.f thankf ulnese. 

CH.APTER 10. 

•• Do we go at once, -Si-r Chief·?'' ·aeked 
Sinion Lane ea~erly. - ''Or think ·ye 'twould 
be wiser to wait until daylight?'' . 

'
1 Nay, fool! In daylight they will have 

the advantage; but in darkness the advan­
tage is with us,'' replied the Blaok Hawk. 
'' Come, men! We shall advance with 
caution-and there is no need for speed . 
Soon the moon ,,,ill go down, and then our 
advantage ,vill be even greater.'' 

0 N a rising knoll oI ground no.t more 
than a mile al\·ay from the· ·Black 
Hawk and his men, but hidden by 

Other Enemies I intervening fungus, two figures were 
• bent low. The girl, Ama11da, was stret.ched ''By my flesh and bones and marrow!'' 011 the grottnd, and Handforth \\'as kneeling 

The Black Hawk gave vent to that beside her. 
picturesque exclamation as he stood He had fetched her some water, and her 
on the rocks a few feet from the lip terrible experience had left her ,veak and 

of the great ·crater. By his side stood. Jona- faint. Bt1t she was rapidly recovering now. 
than Betts; and the two burly ruffians were Handf orth's confidence, his bluff heartiness, 
awed and impressed by the sight which spread had their effect. The girl V\'8S gaining 
itself before their eyes. strength every minttte. 

The moonlight was sort and mellow, a11d ''If I attempt to thank yot1, my good 
.overhead the purple sky was spa11gled by a friend, I sha~l not be able to find ready 
million billion stars. The landscape \\'as words--'' she began. _ 
dark and mysterious; but little valleys could '' Oh, cheese it!'' muttered Handlorth un• 
be distinctly recognised, with clumps of comfortably. '' It-it was nothing, Miss 
,,,·oodland-or so it appeared from a distance Amanda. We founcl out that you we1·e mias• 
-and gleaming littie streams. But 110 sign ing, you see, arid I sneaked out wit.bout any 
of human life or- animal life. of the othe1·s knowing. But it was only by 

It was a acene, indeed, of abrolute tra11- sheer luck that I found you. I'm not claim-
qt1ility and peace. ing any credit. A hu11dred men might have 

Thia was the first time any of the cave1·11 searched in vai11-and I happened to blunder 
men had beheld the upper surface of their to the very spot where you were trapped. 
islar1d. And eve11 the Black Hawkd crude l'1n usually lucky like that,'' he added cheer­

fully. 
ruffia11 though he was, was sile11ce for a ,, Think· you that we can get back to the 
few mir1utcs. 

' 4 I like not the look of it, Sir Chief," mut.- cam11 ?'' ,vllispered Amanda. '' Oh, Handy, 
tel"ed Jonathan -uneasily. ,, 'Tis a land of I am frig_htened here! - The da1·kness, the 
darkness and mystery.,, strangeness of it all ! And the thought of 

those lbrrible Beast Men.--" 
'' It shelters our enemies, a11d their great H d 

.n1achine which_ flies,'' replied Simeo11 Harke. '
4 

ush !'' ,varne HaDrlforth, with a half 
gulp . 

. ·" Therefore we. shall advance and find them His quick 1tars had heard some faint sounds 
: and· extermi11ate them.'' 

The cave1·n men had reach_ ed the top of the not far distant-soine small stones or frag­
ments of roc-k had been disturbed. And 

great tunnel after hours of strenuous climb- now, as he looked across towards the "woods" 
.ing. Then, to the Black Hawk's satisfaction, he saw numbers of black, stealthily n1oving 
they had found a single rope dangling. 
Jonathan Bett8 had tested the strength of figures. And hia heart leapt. 

The Beast l\fen t 
tl)at 1·ope, and he had been t.he firet to climb. The dreadful creatures had discovered the 

: Theii he had assi13ted his chief. truth, and were abo11t to attack I Handforth 
Now the two men hauled up a number of stared· about him wildly. Not far away, 

· other stout 1·opes, which their comrades had just beyond an interv~ning hill, he could 
· i11 readiness. These were soon made fast. fai11 tly see th_e strange glow from the great 
And up swarmed the pirates ten of them- opening in the cavern. 

· twenty-thirty-fifty. "They're after .us, Amanda!" he breathed. 
A. formidable company, all armed to the '' Do you think you can walk-or run?" 

teeth. '' Y 1 '' •• S '' l . ed h BJ k H k h. es, yes . . tay !_ ~xc a1ll} t e . ac aw , 1s '' No good trying to get to the camp-
vo,ce qui-ver111g with exultation. too mtich of that fungus in between u8, '' 

Far in the distance there was a glow, a · went on Handforth. '' Ot1r only chance is to 
reflection of whitish light streaming 11p- reach the crater. There are heaps of rock 
wards. The source of that light was hidden there-a11d we can find co,·er. And-and.-­
by a11 inte~ening hill, but the rays projected By George, I've jwt remembered I There's 
ave! the h1l_ltops, and there could be no mis- a rope left there, I be'lieve, and we can even 
taking the import. There, in that direction, get down it a11d hide in the tunnel. Mr. Lee 
was the ca.n1p of the strangers J u11d the others \\"ill find us in the morning.'' 
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They were off without another word. 
Leaping suddenly to ·their feet, they ran. 
For some moments there was no movement 
from tihe creeping .figures-no violent move­
ment. But after the fugitives had covered 
a hundred yards or so the Beast !\fen seemed 
to realise that their victims were eacaping 
them. The truth dawned upon their animal 
intelligence, and with low, chattering cries 
they gave chaae. 

u Faster faster I'' panted Hand forth, his 
own terror -nearly as great as the girl's. 
'' They're after us now, and they mean 
business l '' 

Amanda had recovered most of her strength 
now-and panic gave her more. Both she 
a11d Handforth were young and active. They 
ra11 like hares. The Beast Me11, towering 
giants, were clumsy in their n1ovements. 
Thus the ., youngsters gained, and the drama 
continued. 

Running hard, Handforth happened to 
gla11ce sideways-more at Amanda than any­
thing. But on the top of a distant line of 
hills he saw, silhouetted against the .sky, a 
great number of figures. They were moving 
slowly. M•Jre of the Beast Men! Handforth 
could not tell ,vhether they '\\'ere coming or 
going-but it ,1.,.as any odds that they were 
coming. Handforth fancied that· he saw the 
faint moonlight gleaming on ,veapons which 
the creatures carried. And this was a new 
phase. Handforth had not known until now 
that the Beast Men used metal implements. 
But• there had been no mistaking those 
gleams. 

There was no time for a second look. 'rhe 
cr~ter was no\\" in full sight, and not far 
ahead-up a long, rocky hillside. The glow 
from it arose in the darkness, and ,vith the 
glow came that strange, crooning sound which 
the adventurers had previously noted. It 
was caused by the ,varmed air rising upwards 
past the rocks of the outlet. 

At last, the rim of tho crater! Handforth 
leapt straight for the spot where, he fancied, 
a rope had •· been left. Yes, there it was! 
Ai1d, behind, the Beast Men ,vere now in 
full pursuit. The air was filled with their 
chattering cries and now the·re was a savage 
note in those sounds. For this crater, in 
the eyes of the Beast Men, was sacred. 

'' Grab hold!'' panted Handforth. 
The girl wa, ready. She s,vt1ng herself 

down the rope-a plucky enough deed. 
., You come, too ! " she called up anxiously. 
Handforth knew that he had better. If he 

waited for the girl to reach the bottom of the 
rope~ and swing like a pendulum to the plat­
form, he himself would be captured. So .tie 
slithered over the rim of the crater> and 
went down after her. 

So they clung to the rope nearly at the 
end of it1 length. And below them there 
was space o,·er two thousand feet of it I A 
grim, terrible ordeal for a· full-grown man 
with nerves of steel. And· these youngsters 
were accomplishing it with uncanny skill. 
H·andforth'a od111iration for the girl was tre­
mendous •. 

It was he who commenced swinging; and, 
gazing upwards at the outer extremity of the 
swing, he saw hairy, bestial figttres overhead. 
He redoubled his efforts-for a terrible 
thot1ght had con1e to him. 

The Beast !\1er1 v.~ere about to cut the 
rope! It was, indeed, the obvious thing to 
do. If th<>&e creatures had possessed a kr1ife, 
Handforth and Amanda would have perished. 

But the brutes were delayed. They used 
a heavy chunk of rock with a sharp edge. 
It jagged through the ro11e, and Har1dforth 
could hear the "thud-thud-thtid ! '' of the rock 
as it ha1nmered down upor1 the rope. 

Tl1ey were still swinging, a11d most of the 
strands had been parted. They were 011 the 
inward swing now, and the strain on the rope 
was great! 

Twang! 
The rope parted-it had parted at tho 

exact end of the swing, and the schoolboy 
and the girl were hurtled forward. Amanda 
struck the plat£ orm, fell, arid rolled over. 
Handforth hit the edge, and with a despair• 
ing effort he clutched at a projection of 
rock and saved himself from toppling back• 
wards. He reeled a,\ray, sick with the shock 
of it. And Amanda, quickly on her feet, 
pulled him farther back into the black 
tunnel. 

'' Oh, we are safe!" she whispered, making 
110 mention of the t1gly bruises arid grazes 
f ro1n which she suffered. 

'' Cfumbs ! I thought it was all up!" mut­
tered Handforth. '' Are-are you all right?,. 

"A}·e ! And we are beyond tl1e reacl1 of 
those dreadful things.''-

CHAPTER 11. 
Handf orth, the Detective I 

A ND, above, the Beast Men were chat-­
tering and muttering amongst them .. 

· selves. In their animal-like way they 
were satisfied. They believed that 
their victims · had gone ht1rtling down 

to death. 
But suddenly a change came over the 

creatures. From afar a queer \\railing cry 
had sounded. It seemed to be a sort of signal, 
for there was an immediate hush. Again 
came the cry-it was repeated, and there 
were some additional sounds. A message, 
no doubt, was being communicated . 

Unquestionably the primitive men had jt1st 
discovered the presence of the Black Ha\\'k 
and h~ men. And there was a general 
move. The Beast Men were frightened. 
They ran in all directions, scattering and 
making for the fungus forests. 

''Phew! It's been an exciting hour," mut-­
tered Handforth, as he stood on the ledge 
below, with his companion. '' But, by 
Georget it's been worth all the risk!"' 110 

added happily .. ''I-I mean, aavi11g you, and 
-and everything I Here we are. together, 
and we're all right now. Mr. Lee will find 
us \\'hen it's daylight." 
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.. B11t t.hi11k iou so?'' asked Amanda 
timidly. '' rrhe 1-ope is r10 longer ha11gi11g 
over the rocks, and there will be nought 
to show what has be.come of us.'' 

•• That's true,'' admitted Handforth, with 
a · .st.art. '' They'll have no reaso11 to search 
here, . wi-Jl they? Alid we can't possil;>ly get 
UfJ without ropes. No good shouting, either. 
And we ca11't go do,v11 the ~u11nel to the 
caven1, or the Black Hawk will grab us. 
H'm! It's a bit awkward.'' 

But his characteristic optin1is1n came to tl1e 
rescue. , 

•• Still, what's the good of worrying '' he 
""ent on. · '' We're safe 110w-and I vote we 
get. some sleep-until daylight. I'll t.ry a11d 
find yol1 a comfy place.'' 

He had no intention of going to~leep him­
BClf. He 1n~ant to keep ,vatch. But tie saw 
no reason why he should explain that to 
Amanda. · 

He had an electric torch 011 hilll, and he 
now switched it on. And the first thing he 
eaw was a great, rough, twisted rope, which 
was s~t1red to son1e neighbouring rocks. 
Not far off there ,vere other . ropes of a 
8imilar nat11re, and all of them were fastened. 
TJ1e last of t.he Black Hawk's men had left 
tnem like that before he had been hauled ,1p 
to join }1is comradeR. 

••Funny!'' saicl I-landforth, frowning. 
He knc,v that ·his own party had not left 

the strari.ge ropes here. A st1dden chill came 
ink> his heart. The Beast l\Ien, then, hacl 
found a method of get.ting down--

'' Great Scott!" ejacl1lated Hand forth st1d­
de11ly. · '' This isn't rope at all-it's <Jried 
sea1veed ! ,, · 

''Oh!'' cried Amanda, ru1111ing 1ip to him. 
Her eyes were wide open-a11d in t.hem 

there ,vas a light of stark fear. 
'' What is it?'' asked Ha11dfort.h quickly. 
But,the girl said nothing. She seeme~ to 

be pet1·ified. And, at the same t;me, H-1nd­
f-0rth,s ow11 wit.s worked rapidly. He had 
always prided himself upon bei11g son1ething 
of. a detective. And now was his opportunity 
to make one or t,vo <ledttctions. 
· • ~' My 011ly sainted at1nt ! '' he exclain1ed. 
"Seaweed I And • th.c1·e's 110 seaweed at the 

· t-0p of the island-the Beast l\-Ie11 can't· get 
•hol_d _of a11y, can they ? The11 tl1ese ropes 
must have come up fn>n1 below-from tl1e 
c,-~ver. ! We .. didn't .. br:ing them, so· it proves 

eyond question that the Black Hawk's meB 
. . ave bee11 up here. They've discovered the 
tunnel!~' . 

· •• Aye, the same thought came to me ! " 
whispered Amanda, finding her voice. '' 'Tis 
the kind of rope my people have used for 
endless years. . The women make it from the 
seaweed, after it• has been dried. I have, 
indeed, rnadc much of it with my own 
hands.'' 

Another thought came to Handforth-and it. 
was. like a dazzling Hash of illttmination. 

•• Did you spot those figures on the sky­
!ine,. as. ,ve were coming along?'' he asked. 
:1 thought they were Beast Men at the 

.time '' 

,, Nay, I Baw 110 figt1res•' vvhispered 
Amai1cla. ''I was far too terrified!'' 

.. Ettt I saw tliem; and L wo11dered, rather, 
because I saw gleaming weapo11s in their 
hands,'' we11l on Handf orth. '' But now I 
undtrstand. They weren't Beast Men at aB, 
bt1t the Black Hawll and his rotten pirates I 
The weapons I saw were bared C\1tlasaes a11d 
swo1ids ! '' · 

'' Olf," it ca11not be trlte ! They could not 
11ave discovered the way. up." 

'' Bt1t why 11ot ?'' asked Handiorth quickly. 
'' We didn,t fill up that hole in the stean1 
cavern. V.ye couldn't:" The Black Hawk must 
have f ou11d it: and then he folTo""'·ed l1s. Den't 
you see what it means? He and a greai 
11umber of his men are advan~ing on the 
camp-they mean to attack before the daw11. 
We're the only ones who know ... of-~ it-the 
only. ones who can give the warning.'' 

He came to a quick decision. 
•· You m11st stay here,l Amanda-you're 

safe here,'' he coniinl1ed. '' I'll climb up one 
of these seaweedJ ropes ~nd get to· the camp. 
I- ftiow the cottntry better tl1an the Black 
Hawk, a11d I can get ~traight there. By 
George, there's juAt a chanco I shall be in 
time!'' 

''If yo11 go, Ilandy, I shall go, too!'' said 
Amancla qt1ietly. 

'' But, look here, old girl-I, mean--'' 
'' I dare not stav l1ere alone," she broke 

in. '' Perchance other men ""ill con1e up thn 
tunnel. What then? They will find me. 
Do11't you see? Alone, I shall be at their 
1nercy. Rather \Vould I come with you.'' 

"'l'l1ere's son1ething in that, too,'' muttered 
IIa11dforth. '' All right, then. But to tell 
yot1 the trt1th, I'm scared of yot1 climbing 
up the rope. It's a terrible ordeal for a 
girl. A !ot \\·orse than lowering yo\Jrs~lf~· I 
mean. 1 m not sure that you,.re strong 
enough--'' · 

'' Foc»ish boy!" · ,vhispered ~anda. ·•• I 
,viii show you.'' 

And Eefore he could stop her, sl1e had· ·t1n­

f aste11ed one.,of tl1e rop,ea, gained a ~ecure 
hold ; and then she allo,ved herself to s\ving 
out. Handfort'h's heart leapt into his 'mouth. 
He had a horrid feeling that the r.ope might 
.break, or become 1111fastened at the summit. 
~ut it did neither. And Am~d~, to ~~ 
Joy and wonder1 commenced climbing ,1i·itH 
a graceful agility. Hampered though she· \\·as 
by her skirts, she made excellent progress. 

'' What a girl ! '' muttered Haridfort.h, l1is 
eyes glo\\ying. 

In a moment he had freed 011e of the other 
ropes, and he, too, was climbing~ He had 
made up liis mind · to get to the top first­
not because he had any idea of ~cing her, 
but beca11se fie~ thought it possible . that the 
Beast Men might still be there. So it was 
esseJ1tial that he should get to the top- first. 

But so agile was she that they both climbed 
to safety together. And it was with great 
relief that the1 found themselves entirely 
alone. AH their enemies had vani.shed. · 

•• They think they've killed 11s and so 'they 
went,'' said Handforth exultantly. ·· · •• By 

- . .. . 
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G~ '?~,, •hat luck! Ancl look at all these 
seaw~, .. -c. ropes, Amanda. I know I'm right 
about the Black Ha,vk and his men. And 
unless we can give the camp warning, it'll 
mean death for all our friends." 

'' Aye, 'tis truly spoken," said the girl, 
clinging to him. '' Simeon Harke will have 
no mercy. He means to kill! And 'tis a 
favourite sport of his to strike savagely and 
in the dark.'' 

Handforth thought of that other fight. The 
defenders had beaten off the great animals 
merely with fireworks, and the Beast Men 
had been repulsed, too. But if these armed 
pirntes made a surprise attack, the story 
wot1ld be vastlv different. For the men ,vere .. 
not primitive creatures, but grim, skilled 
fighters, armed with ctttlasses and daggers. 
The}r would make short work of the four 
lone defenders. For they would probably 
make a quick rltsh, and to get to close grips 
before Nelson Lee or Dorrie could bring the 
n1achi11e-gt1ns into operation. 

'' Come on!" muttered Handfortl1. '' We've 
got to hurr,... I say, Ahlanda, t.his is 
a "'ful_l:v rough on l'·ou--'' 

'' Tai k not so foolishly," laughed the girl. 
"Am I not ,vith you? And because I am 
\ 11lith ~"Ou, I have no fear-and I even enjoy 
the excitement of it all.'' 

At any other time Handforth's heart wotild 
have raced and he would have gone hot V\·ith 
conft1sion. But no,v his thoughts were all 
for his comrades in the camp; and warmed 
though he ,vas by the girl's \\'ords, he merely 
pulled ot her arm. 

''Come!'' he urged. 
They ran hn rd. As they crossed one of the 

shallow valleys. ,vith many fungus forests 
near at hand, they kept a sharp look-011t. 
But they saw no Beast Men. And, indeed, 
the strange countryside ,vas unttsually quiet. 
The moon had fallen so lov-· that it ht1ng in 
the sky, near the horizon, lil{e a pallid g·olden 
crescent. Its I"ays, casting lor1g, faint 
shadows, sln11tcd across the land. 

Handforth and his companion clin1bed a 
low, mossy hill. On the top of it tl1ere was 
a little fungus ,vood, and, skirting this, they 
came within sight- of the base camp. They 
did not expect to see it in the darkness-but 

FREE MODEL 
S'l'EAMSHIP 

Have you got your free 1nodel steam­
ship yet~ If not, then you must start 
collecting the btue and white labels from 
Libby's famo11s tinned fruits to - day. 
When you have twelve of these labels 
send them with your name and address to 
Libby's, 81 Great Tower Street, London, 
E.C.3., and you will receive the num­
bered parts of the model steamship with 
instructions for. building it yourself. 

Handforth, at lca~t, knev.' it8 exact pos1taon. 
He ,-.,as surprised to see lights twinkling. He 
took them to be tiny beams from pocket 
torches. 

'' I expect they've been out searching for 
us-or they'1~e just a.bottt to start,'' he whis-. 
pered. '' An:yhovw1, I'm glad t-o see that 
they're rno,,.ing about. If only we can get 
there--" 

'' Lool..: ! '' ,vhispcred Amanda, pttlli11g at his 
arm. '' Do you see something down in the· 
l1ollow?" 

She pointed. And Handforth caught his 
breath in sl1arply. AbQut mid,\~ay between_ 
them und the camp, in the hollow, numbers 
of figures were moving stealthily forward. 
It so happened that the moonlight slanted 
right down into this shallow valley; and 
Amanda had caught a glimpse of a sword­
blade gleaming l1ere and there. But for 
the moonlight, indeed, the Black Hawk and 
hi.s men \\?ould not have been betra1·ed. · 

"Oh, but what can l\·e do?" whispered the 
girl. '' They are much nearer than us-and 
it is clear that they are preparing to make 
a rush. We can ne,rer get there in time.,> 

'' I've got it!" exclaimed Handforth 
exultantly. 

The Black Hawk and his men had their 
backs to this hill, and Har1dforth had little 
fear that the l\"hite spot of his electric torch­
ligl1t ,vouid be see11. Anyhow, he chanced it. 
He flashed the torchlight on, and he pro­
ceeded to 11s0 long flashes and short flashes; 
and he waited, trembling, ,vatching intently. 

'' But I do not understand,'' murmured the 
girl i 11 be\\·ilder1nent. 

'' This is ,vhat they call the Morse Code,'' 
1"eplied Handforth. ''·I'm a Boy Soout, you 
see, and so I know the Morse Code pretty 
,veil. If the:y happen to spot this light in 
camp--'' 

He bro~e off, for, far away, another light 
,vas tv.1 inkling. It v.ras Morse! 

"Hurrah!" yeliecf Handforth. ''-They've 
seen!'' 

He clicked the switch on and off. '' D-a--n­
g-e-r ! " he morscd. 

Ther1 he v.'aited, and the reply came: 
'' ,,1here ? " 

Handforth morsed: '' Black Hawk and men 
attacking. S,,,itch on lights!'' 

Before he had completed the message a 
sudden blaze of searchlights bttrst forth. They 
s,vept the entire valley, and v.1 ith loud cries 
of consternation the Black Hawk. and hie 
men leapt to their feet. For they had been 
croucl1i11g low, approaching like Red Indians, 
almost on their stomachs. But concealment 
\\·as now impossible. Handfortb's warning 
had arrived in the nick· of time, for, but a 
minute later, the enemy would have made 
their grim swoop. · 

Boom-boom! 
Two maroons were- fired-horizontally. The 

reports sounded like those of high-explosive 
shells. Then, right where the Black Hawk 
and his men v;ere standing, the second ex­
plosive came devastating in their sharp, ear ... 
splitting l"eports. 
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to ■l!IBOB LBE LIBRARY. Fleetway Bous&t 
l'arrlnrdon Street, London, E.C.4. 

Next Week's Programme ... 
Next w e e k ' s detecti\·e-thrillc1· by 

E. S. Brooks continues the startli11g adve11-
t.ures of Nelson Lee a11d his com1Ja11io11s 011 

tl1e I sJa11d Above the Clot1cls. Tl1e title of 
the story is '' The Scarlet Death!'' arid it is 
JJacked with thJ.·ills from begin11ing to end. 
Yot1'll enjoy it. 

Also inclttdc<l 111 next week's programme 
n1·c furthe1· cl1apters of our great school story, 
•t <Jock o, the Walk l'' in ,vhich Edward 
Os"'·ald Ha11tlforth gives St. Frank's a shock. 
Ha11cly hu l011g ,va11ted to be skippc1· of tl1e 
R.e111ove. Well, in 11ext ,vcek's chapters he 
realises his an1bition. 

READERS• PRIZE .JOKES. 
llotorist's friend: ., I say, wl1at was that 

place we whizzed throl1gh tJ1e11 ?" 
.. :Motorist: '' 011, Wi11c}1ester. '' 
,. Frie11d : "\Vas it? l1ood ! I'd of t-cr1 

wa11ted to see Winchester." It .. . 
(J. Thorpe, ·4, Bolton Road, U1ed11esfield, 

,.f:;taU~. A Pe1iknif e .) 

·· How is tl1e 11e\v recruit getting 011, 

sergeant 2" 
.. Well, sir. I',·e taught l1in1 all I kr1ow 

n11d he still k110,vs 11othi11g." 
(0. ,'lavage, 11, Tythcrto,z Roatl, Hollo·u,ay. 

A Potket WTallet.) 

• 

A farc,,·l'll tJarty ,vns bcir1g given to 
ol1c of tl1e staff of a big store who \Vas 
starting in busir1ess 011 l1i.s ow11. 

The 111anager preside.d, bt1 t he "·as 11ot 
accusto1ned to pt1blic speaking. Begi11-
11ing l1is speecl1, he said: 

.. Ladies a11<l gentlc1ne11, our y·o1111g 

frie11d is-c•r-abot1t to paddle his o,v11 
.-.·.:_:/{:. ca11oe er-let 1.1.s hope er-}10 "·ill ha,·e 
::::•·::•f: a lc\·el road all the ,,,.ay, a11d tl10-er 
_ .. •· ·· -co1lragc to overcome the n1ou11tains of 

tliffic11 lty-er-he ,vill 111ect, so that he 
111ny _cl ir11ll to tl1e to11 of the ladder-er 
-that others inay follow in his foot­

prints. n 

(,.~. W. Blotk, 133, Route .. 4. miral CourlJet, 
"~lian.yhai, Chi1u,,. A u·rand 1>riie.) 

,.,. a11man (after knoc.ki11g down btJtche1·1s 
boy): 4

' I'm sorry, my .lad; are yot1 all 
:,ight ?" 

Boy (after picking up co11ieuts of basket) : 
., ,I dttnno. Hert,'s me liver and· ribs, but 
where's me kid11ey ?'' 

(J. Al en.ton,· 30, l.JT ppe·r Li Hey Street, 
Dublin. A grand p,·i2r. .) 

"Can you imagine," said the teacher at 
tl1e 11a tt1ral history lesson, '' a11ything worse 
tl1a11 a giraffe with a s01·e throat?" 

.. Y cs, sir,'' a boy answe1·ed. "A ce11t:ipcde 
w i tJ1 corn~." 

(E. ~'ltorr.y, Lamdownc, Wltarf Road, 
Ct·ou,[e, nr. ,.ft.Jcu1ithorpe, L£ncs. A Pen lcni/e.) 

lf~st_er ~ "\\1j]lie, w~at is tl1e Royal lfint ?" 
W1ll1e: '' Prease, sir, "~hat they put over 

tl1e lamb at Bt1ckingham Palace." 

tG. ~Varslt, "~'ou.thfield, Rloomficl,l Road, 
Bath.. A Pocl,:et Wallet.) 

., Look! They're bolting!'' yelled Ha11d- '' If you came back alive, Handforth, I 
ff)rt.h triumpha11tly. · mea11t to scold }"Ot1 se,·erely, '' said Nelso11 

It was true. The Black Ha\\'k and all his Lee. '' But Ama11da's prese11ce forbids 1n~ .. 
1ne11 wero ru1111ing-runni11g n1adly, wit.11 You have saved her, and that alone pro,.,es. 
terror at their hecJB. ..£\nd Handforth a11d that yottr lone effort ,vas j11stified. \\7cll done;: 
A1nanda, ha11d i11 hand. raci11g i11 the oppo- _ n1y boy! We're all prottd of J'011 ! " 
!:ite . directio11, reacl1ed the ~a.n1p. They were And then and there Ha11dforth 1t~ar11ed 
se(~tl long . before t~cy arrived-seen in the that his comrades, in camp, had bee11 searcl1-
glare of the sea1·chl1ghts. ing far and ,vide-and had e,~en given it tJp 
. ''Handy!'' came a rrreat yell f1·om Nipper. as a bad job . 

.. Oh. :you bounder! \\'~c thot1gl1t )~au '\\Tere Ha11dforth a11<l ~~111anda, in t.l1eir ft1rn, told· 
(lea<l ! '' their st,ory. An<l so tho rla,vn ca111e the 

Handforth a11d t.l1e girl ran i11to tl1e dawn of a new clay! 
~-tocka<le.. a11d i'mmediatel:v thev \Vere sur-
1·011nded ·by_ Nelson Lee ar~d Ijord Doi;rimore, 
Nipper and U1n1osi. 

'' Jiggered if I can 1.1nder8t.and why \\'e'rc 
11ot dead!'' pa11ted Ha11dfortl1. 1

' Oh, tllY 
g_oodness ! I've hacl a ride on a Bronto-,a11r11s, 
fflid ,ve',·e hPen r·ha .. ,:_(\<l l,y B"a~t !\fen." 

THE END. 
' 

(Whaf aeu, an,t 11frange adventures atcait. 
NelsOtl ~e & Co.,-ma· .. ooned tla4;re 011 fJN,·· 
Island Abot,e the Clou,ls ? DMt 't mu• 
~n ,~1t'11 Great De.terlit~e - TIJrillert'· 
'' Tl1e s~a .. ~lef Drnll1 ! '') . 
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Says Edward Oswald Handforth, the '' live-wire candidate'' : '' I've got this 
. election in the palm of my hand-the other candidates don't stand an earthly!' 

But Randy's rlva1s have something to say about that ! 

Vote for H andforth ! 
'' R1\TfIER a tactless remarl(, old n1an," 

said Church. '' I n1ea11, aft.er tl1ey'cl 
promised to vote foT you, it \\Tas 

l1ardly the ga1ne to 11se tl1reats. 
And y·ot1 ca11't believe a ,,~ord tl1ey say, eitl1er. 
\\Te ,varned :rot1 that most of the cJ·1a1)s \vill 
try to p tt" 11 yo tl r leg. " 

''But they sni£l 'honour bright,''' said 
Handforth, nghnst. 

His chums lookecl at him \\'onderingly. It 
amazed thern that l1e could creclit the honotir 
of such out-arid-out cads. But, as a matter 
of fa.ct, Har1clforth ,vas right for once. 
Forrest & Co. had been quite 6incere. Hand­
forth 's election ,Yotild suit them do,-vn to the 
ground-for they took it for granted that 
the ,vhole Remove ,vot1ld be in a state of 
chaos as soon as Handfort.h took tl1e reins­
and this VfOttld give tl1em more scope for 
their O\Yn pecttliar fancies. 

'' Oh, \\'ell, ,ve can't bot.l1er ,\-·it.h 'en1 t,, 
,\·ent on Handforth, at len,~th. '' Let's have 
a sl1ot at the otl1er chaps.'' 

They looked into Studj"' B, but Ht1lJbard 
and Teddy l,ong ,vere absent. Stucly C riot 
only co11 tair1cd Sir ~'Ion tie 'l'rege1lis .. l\t est 
and Tommy \Vatson, but Reggie Pitt and 
Jack Grey, too, the t\\'O West Hot1se 
juniors had bee11 v·isitors for tea. 

''Good!" said Har1dforth, as lie sttrveyed 
the1t1. '' l'n1 ca.nvassing ! '' 

'' 1'here's 11othir1g like it,'' agr~ecl R,egg-ie 
Pitt. 

'' I ,vant ~you chaps t,o pror11ise 111e :your 
vote3," co11ti1111ed Hand forth. 

'' Ha, ha, hn !'' 
'' C~l1ncl~ it, I-I and)' ! " gri nn eel Cl1 u rch. 

''Yott can't expect to get Pitt's vote, ca11 
:yot1 ? " 

'' l\.1l1y riot?" 
'' \\r ell, l1e's 011e of tl1e car1<liclates--'' 
''H ha h ,,, a, , a. 
'' If Pit.t 11as the interests of t.he Rernova 

at heart, l1e'll ,rote for me!'' said Handforlh 
firmly. '' An<l that applies to )10u othet 
fello,vs, too. As soon as I'm captain, I'll taJ.~e 
charge of tl1e footer, organise tl1e genera1 
sports, in~titttte lectt1res, and fix t.tp boxing 
ca 111pa ig11s." 

'' \\Te believ·e it," sai(i Torr1my Watson, 
noddir1g. '' EsrJecially the boxing campaign 
busi11css. In fact, tl1Pre'll be so rnnch box• 
ing if :yoti're elected that tllere'll be no 
tirne for a r1ytl1ing else ! " 

'' H ha hl'II '" a, ' u • 

''\"\"ell, can I rel)" on ;yot1r votes?" asked 
I-Iar1df ortl1. 

'' Dear old boy, you ca11 rely on an,ythin' 
yo 1 t l i k e. " s a id S i r 1\1 on tie . 

''Good!'' 
'' But t!,1~at cloesr1't 1near1t _to say you'll get 

the votes, · \\' e11 t on Tregellis-\ill est. '' Begad ~ 
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Y,ou're f!ightfully welcome to rely on us, but 
1t 11 be r1_sky. Why not save a lot of trouble 
by stand1n1 down?'' 

lounge. Alf Bre11t, his sttu.ly mat.c, was face 
~own,,yar~s on the hearthrug, his chin re:,t-
1ng on his hands, and witl1 a book in fro11t 
of him. 

Reggie Pitt's Little Scheme. 

'' Beca11se I've made up my mind to be 
Remove ,~aptai~-nnd nothing is going to 
e~op _me, replied Handforth. · '' Detennina­
t!on 1s .the one fo_rce which ensures success. 
I m going o~ with this campaign like a '' 
meteor s,veep1ng t.hro11gh t.he heavens and 
before I've done I shall forge my' way 
thf,ot1gh tt1rbt1lent \\,,aters to ,,.ictory. '' 

HAT-HO!'' murmt1red Archie 
dreamily. '' Visitors, what?'' 

Y Ott may be right,,, said Pitt, '' but I've 
a]ways ·understood that meteors forge their 
way through space.'' 

'' Ha, ha, ha l '' 
."I'm out for the captaincy, and nothing 

will be allowed to stand in my way!'' snorted 
IIandfort~. "I'm doing some ca11vassing at 
present-J11s~ to make s11re of your votes. 
A!e you going to 3ay 'Yes,' or shall I wipe 
up the floor ,vith ·,you ?'' -

''H h h- ,,, a, · .a, a . 
''l'n1 ,,;aiti11g !'' said Ha11dforth on1i11ously. 
•• Yes I~"· said the fo11r jt1niors in one voice. 
:: That means you'll vote for n1e, eh?'' 

It means that \\"e're willing to agree to 
ar1ytl1ing if yot1'll 011ly c-lear 011t ancl leave 
~!s ~11 peace,'' said ReJgie Pitt blandly. 

Being 011e of the ca11d1dates I can't very 
vrell ~,.ote at a]l-bt1t I can safely promise 
you that To1nmy and l\Iontie and Jack-our 
friends 011 111y rigl1t at1d left and northern 
fta11k respectively-,vi]I give l,.ou their votes.'' 

''What's that?'• said Jack Grey. ''You 
silly ass---,, 

., And that," said Reggie, '' is a promise.'~ 
"' Really, old boy--" 
•" }fang it, Reggie, look here--'' 
'' A defi11ite promise!'' declal"ed Pitt. '' So 

you ca11 go away, Hancly, and forge your 
1vay throt1gh tttrb1tlcnt ,vatera elsewhere.'' 

. . lfandforth bea.med. · 
•' Good ! : ' he said heartily. '' I t.olfi you I 

waR out for blood, did11,t I?'' 
·• We knew yo1i ""ere out for something, b11t 

l'le didn't think it ,,,.as quite so lurid aa 
b]ood, '' said Reggie. ''Still,· as 1011g as you 

· get :your reql1ire111cnts from some other study, 
Y.'C sha11't n1ind. 'romn1y, you•d bet.ter fetch 
llandy a pail.'~ 

·''Ha, ha, ha!'' 
· _lfandforth ,vent. ot1t of St11dy C, a11d gazed 
· ir1umphantly at his ckume. 

''\Veil?'' he asked. 
. · ,. It· ·beats me," said McClure flatly. ••old 
· Pitt absolu lely pron1ised those votes, too. 
·.'J"he fttn11y thing 1s, I can't see where the 

· catch comes in.'' 
'' Catch 1'' rP.peated EdY:ard Oswald. '' My 

hat! When will you fellows realise that I'm 
. f9rgi11g ahead--'' 

"'l'hrough tt1rbulent waters to Yictory ?'' 
asked Cht11·ch. •• All right-we understand 
old ma~. Let's continue the pilgrimage: 
Stt1d1 E next1 eh? I'll bet we shall find 
Arcl_11e _asleep.' 

.· 'r~ey looked int.o St11dy E, and found 
Archie Glcnthorne .ADra~vlinP' lana11irllv nn f-hn 

The genial ass of t.he Remove 
roused himself slightly, waved a 

languid hand, -and adjt1sted l1is monocle. 
'·I mean to say, guests, and all that sort 

of thing,'' he went on. '' Be good enough to 
arouse the old tissues, Alf, and do tJ1e 
l1onours. '' 

Alf Brent glanced t1p. 
'' It's only Handy!'' he g1·u11ted. '' Clear 

off, you disturbing fathead! I've just got t-J 
an interesting point.'' . · 

'' Good gad!'' said Archie, startir1g. •• 1 
m~an, odds slights and sl11rs I A so1newhat 
fo11l. method_ of welcomi11g the good old 
laddies, as 1 t ~-ere. Kindly take a -chair, 
lfandy, old turbine I Take a couple of daaheu 
cl1airs, and make yourself absoltltely comfort­
able.'' 

Handforth s11iffed. 
"I ha,~cn't come here to make myself com• 

fortab1e, or to sit down, either,'' he said 
curtly. '' l'n1 ca11Yassi11g. You've either got 
to promise n1e your votes for to-mor1-ow's 
election, or I'll chuck the pair of yott out of 
the ,,,.indow !'' 

'' Absolt1tely !'' said Archie, nodding. 
'' Are you goi11g to give me your vote, or 

not?'' 
''Who? Me?'' 
'• Yes, you I'' 
'' Oh, abaolutely !'' said Archie promptly. 
"tbsolutely ,vhat, you fathead?'' 
,. n1ean to say, you \\"ant the best votee­

we have them !'Y said Archie cl1ecrily. '' Any­
tl1ing to oblige, laddie. Good gad ! Nobocly 
comes to-Archie in vain, \\,,hat? I mean 
votes! How many, old traction-engine 7 Say 
tlle goo<l old nun1ber, and I'll proceed· to 
deliver tl1e goods!', · 

''You dithering idiot I'' snorted Handforth 
'' I or1ly want one vote from you. And i 
do11't want it now, either!" · 

: 'Then ~~h~ ,vreck the good., old peace in 
this foul fas_h1on ?'' asked Archie. ••1 mea11, 
how about 1t, Alf? The lad barges in ·and 
i11teri-t1pts ottr fr11ity hour of repose, and I'm 
dasl1ed if he l\'ants these dasl1ed votes at all! 
Some,vhat ripe, in a way of speaking.'' · · 

'' 011, don't ans,ver him!'' said Alf gruffly 
"Let him wander on!'' · · 

'' Absoiutely," agreed Archie. •• I wish he 
dasl1ed well wot1ld !'' · 

•'Would what?'' demanded Handfo1·th. 
'' Wander on,'' replied Archie, with a ,v.ave 

of his hand. '' I mean t,o say, there it 1tands 
ladd!e, just behind you-the eyer-open doo/ 
r\ bit too mt1ch e,·er open, by gad I I can 
feel sundry blasts whistling round the ankle 
rl I'll, - .,. '. ; YI, ,. "' -. • ' , 
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''Rot!" 1aicl 1-Iandforth. "These chaps 
haven't promised--'' 

•• If this is lrour iciea of canvassing, I'm 
going tc, chuck it I'' interrupted C.,'1lurch 
crossly. ''You can't come int.o the chaps' 
studies and pthreaten to slaughter them unless 
they vote for you. ~hat's not canvassing­
it's intimidation. You wouldn't like to win 
this election by Red methods, I suppose?'• 

''I don't care \\1 hether they're red or 
green ! " retorted Handforth, missing the 
point. '' I'm going tf> win. Archie will look 
green in a minute if h.e doesn't give me his 
promise-and there,ll be plent.y. of redness, 
too,•' he added, pushing up his sleeves. 

'' Bet.ter fetch · that pail, Mac?'' suggested 
Church. t 

Archie slowly rose to his feet. 
''Alf, old spnrro,v, it. appears that a slight 

amount of bother is indicated,'' he said, in 
distress. '' I mean, is this our study, or not? 
Do "'e allo,v this frightful invasior1 by 
frightful frights! It seems to be that some­
thing ought to be done about it. \Vhat-ho l 
The battle-cry goes forth!'' 

'' Good old Archie!" grinned Brent, rising. 
'' That•s the style." 

But before any actual trouble cottld start, 
a fttrtl1er invasion took place. Reggie Pitt 
came in, follo,ved by Jack Grey, Tommy 
Wahion, Tregellis-West, Fullwood, Russell, 
and De Valerie. 

'' Good absolutely gad l'' gasped Archie. 
"&tarting. '' I mean, help! Odds horde~ and 
multitudes!'' 

''It's all right, Archie nothing to fear," 
said l{eggie crisply. ''Has Handy been plead­
ing for· )70Ur votes at the poll?'' 

'' l>ieading is right!'' said Alf Brent, grin­
ning. '' In abot1t another ten seconds- his 
plendi11gs ,vould 11ave developed into a. riot. 
\\"e ,vere just going to chuck him out I" 

'' Absolutely on the cold line! said Archie. 
'' \\'ell, don't upset the poor fellow like 

that,"'' said Pitt. '' Promise him your votes 
at or1ce, and finish with him ■- Life's too 
short to bother over a mere ,·ote or two, 
These other chaps have promised.'' 

'' In that case, we'll agree, too," enid 
Bre11t. scenting something. 

'' Absolutely,'' said Archie. '' What-ho I 
Rely 011 tts, · laddie I'' 

'' Is this honest Injun ?'' demanded Hand­
forth sttspiciously. 

'' PoEsitively official and g11aranteed to be 
jelvellcd in every hole, t, said Pitt, nodding. 
'' So no,v you're free to go and forge through 
another cl1unk of that turb11lent water of 
yours!" 

lla11dforth & Co. retired, victorious. At 
least, Hand forth felt victorious. Church and 
McClure had a ~hrewd idea that there was 
somethir1g fishy about this affair. Reggie 
Pjtt ,vas reno,vned as a japer of no mean 
qua lit)·, and the rash manner in which the 
fellows were pro1nising Handforth their votes 
was too good to be actually true. 

Bt1t as soon as Haridforth & Ol. had gone, 
Pitt's companions grabbed him. 

''Now, you ass, what's the funny idea?'' 
demanded Jack Grey grimly. ••what the 
dickens do you mean by making us promise 
to vote for that hopeless ass?'' 

'' Out with it, Reggie!'' 
'' \Vhat's the ,vheeze !'' 
Reggie Pit.t pttlled himself a\\"ay. 
''Can't yo1t have pity on the poor -chap?'• 

he asl{ed severely. ''Can't you see how 
a11xious he is to g,~t the majority and be 
elected captain''! Why not do him a good 
turn?'' 

'' And ··fote for him?" gasped Tommy 
\Vatson. 

'' Wl1y not?'' 
'' I can think of a hundred reasons why 

not-bt1t one's enough!'' retorted. Tommy. 
"IIe'd n1ake the ,vorst Remove skipper in 
St. Franli's history I Do yott want the other 
ninety·-nine reasons?'' 

Reggie grinned. 
''That one's P.nough, but let's keep coolt'' 

he said calmly. '' Here's the point. As far 
as I cnn t1nderstand, this election is a one-­
man affair. If it ,vasn't for Handy, t.here 
\\'Ot1ld11't be any election at all." 

'' That's right,,, agreed Brent, nodding. 
'' The Remove 1s quite content to get along 
,vithout a skipper until Dick Humilton comes 
back." 

'' Of cour.se," said Watso11 indignantlv. 
'' Dick might tt1rn 1.1p next ,veek. Wl1ere .. 's 
the sense of having all this fuss?'' 

''Exactly,'' agreed Pitt. ''That ",nshes ottt 
tl1e election aJtoget.her. Therefore, ,vhy 
shouldn't \\~e spoof old Handy, have a heap 
of fu11 to-morro\\·, and solemnljr give him 
e~y vote there is? He ,,Ta11ts votes-let him 
l1a,re 'em!'' 

The Plot. 

T HE other juniors looked at Pitt 
,,,ondcringly. A few smiles became 
apparent; chucliles followed, with wide 
grin·s here and there. 

'' Spoof him, eh?" said i.~ull\vooC!l happily. 
'' lf I> to the neck ! " nodded Pitt. '' The 

w11oie Form has decided that no election is 
necessary, but Handy has practically forced 
tl1e thing by setting himself up as a candi­
date. But why sho11ld we pa11der to him 
by standing against him? Let him get all 
tl1c. ,,otes-let him be elected I'' 

'' And then -have a good ho,\'l at him after-­
,vard~, eh?'' said Jack Grey. ''My only 
hat! " 1l1at a jape! Imagine Hnndy's face 
,vhen l1e sees the figures!'' 

'' Something like t.l1is: ' Handforth, 45; 
Pitt, 0; Ftt1lwood, 0,' ! " ch11ckled Reggie. 
'' And then, after he's ft1lly convinced him­
self that he's skipper, l\1'e'll tell him tho 
gentle tru,th. '' 

'' I shall have 1ny camera ready for that 
1noment, !" grinned Watson. 

''Ha, ha, ha!'' 
'' \Von't it be a bit of a dirtv trick?'' asked 

Archie. '' I mean, the poor old lad will ab­
solutely crumple up like a toy balloon when 
you sho,re a pickaxe into it!'' · 

'' He'll soon recover,'' said Pitt confidently. 
''Ilandy's got marvellous powers of recupera-
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tion. B~sides, he d~rves it. Look at the 
\-vay he's going about, upsetting · everybody 
,vith his tommy-rot, and taking it for granted 
tl1at he's goinf to be elected. He's asking 
to be epoofed.' 

'
11 Well, tl1at'a true e110ugh, '' admitted 

Brent. "It'll .be the joke of the season, too. 
1-Ie'.ll be sl,ippcr for abo11t two minutes, 
and then he'll learn that the election was 
bunkum from start to finish. Perhaps it'll 
teach hin1 a lesso11 not to be so arrogant.'' 

Reggie Pitt g1·inned. 
'' I '111 not co1nplai11ir1g of Handy's arro­

ga11cc," he replied. '' He wouldn't be Handy 
\\'ithout it. It's one of his chief charms, my 
io11s-and you ca11't deny that he's a jolly 
useful chap in· a scrap. Handy's quite all 
right as he is, and he was sent straiJht from 
tl1e heavens as a subject for japing., 

"Of cot1rse, he's a hopeless chump, but isn't 
this expecting a bit too much 1,, Mked Full­
,,,ood. '' Even Handy will smell a rat, I'm 
afraid. He ca~,t be idiot enough to expect 
a s"·eeping. victory of that sort. And the 
,v hole jape will be n1ined if he suspects things 
in adva11ce. '' 

''Yes, that's a point,,, said Jack Grey 
thoughtfully. 

'' A somewhat jagged snag, what?'' said 
Archie. 

'' It wot1ld be, if ,ve ,ve11t to work in the 
,vrong ,Yay, '' said Pitt. '' But we've got to 
go round and give everybocly the tip. \Ve've 
g<1t to get the ,vhole Remove in this affair 
tSccretly. Although secrecy won't be so very 
~ 1nportar1t ,vith Ha11dy. · He's so full of the 
election that he won't see the red light when 
it's right in front of him.'' 

''But what's the idea of giving the t.ip !'' 
"\Ve!l, my idea is to do the thing by a 

gradual process,'' replied ·Reggie shrewdly. 
'' :B"or e·xample, he's holding a big meeting 
to-night, and nobody meant to go. Tho 
thi11g was a joke. Handy's expecti11g the 
Remove to tur11 11p, but the Remove has de­
cided that it doesn't matter.'' 

'' Of course,'' nodded Fullwood. 
· .. ' '}Iy.plan is for everybody to turn up,'' 
said Pitt. 11

• WetJl treat him as a joke at 
fi~t, and_ then pretend to be impressed by 
1116 spot1t111g. See the wheeze? By the time 
the meeting's over, about half of us will be 
enthusiastic supporters. At least, that's what 
Handy will think.,, 
: '' .. ~ · sort of insidious bt1einess, old boy?'' 
asked Tregellis-W est. 
.. ' 'That's the idea,'' agreed Reggie. ''Then, 
to-morro~, there's tl1e . footer match against 
the ~ourth, a11d we shall "·in. We'll give 
_I-Jandy an the credit ,and at his final meet-
1r1g-he's going to hold one just before the 
poll, I · believe we'll work up a marvello11s 
sce11e of e11t.husiasm. In that way he won't 
have a chance of sn1elling a rat-he'll think 
that his eloque11ce has done the trick.'' 

".Ha, ha, ha I'' 
'' By Jove!'' said Watson. '' That's a 

brainy scheme, if you like J" 
. '' The poll will. be at sev~n o'clock,'' co11-

tin~ed ~ggi~., grinni.ng. . . '' l~'ll o~~y take 

j 

ten n1i11utes to cou11t the votes after all the 
ballot papers have been shoved in the box, 
and I'm going to . Sitggest the formation of 
a special committee to count· the votes, and 
announce. the result. An independent com .. 
mi ttce, you understand.'' · · · : 

"C~l1aps outside t.he Remove, you mean!'' 
''Yes, young Handforth of the Third, Boots 

of the Fourth, and Bro,v11e of the Fifth­
they ought to form a good independent com­
mit.tee," .sain Reggie. '' In the meantime,, 
the ,vh<1le Remove will gather in the Tria11g)~ 
a11d a \\'a1t the rest1lt. Browne can a11nou11ce 
it from the Ancient House steps. Jt1s·t 
irnagine old Handy's excitement . when ho 
hears!'' • 

'' \Vhy not rig 11p a magic lantern, aiiJ 
throw the result on a screen?'' suggested 
Fullwood. ''We might as well do the th~11g 
in the approved style.'' 

Pitt saluted him. 
'' A sheer stroke of genius I'' he said respect­

fully. '' That's the best yet! Up comes the 
row of ·figures on the screen-with old Ha11dy 
\ 1leJI at the top! l\fy only hat! Isn't it worth 
a bit of trot1ble ?'' 

'' I wouldn't agree if it ,vas anybody. else • 
but ,vith Handy it's different,'' said Tommy 
Watsc>n. '' He's so jolly sttre of himBelf that 
it~ll be a good lesson to him. Pcrhape he 
,von't be so cocksure next time.'' 

Within half a11 ho11r everybody in. the 
Remove had bee11 infor1ned, and everybody 
fully agreed that the jape '"·as a top-holer. 
A trcmendot1s amount of interest .became 
appar_e11t i~ Ha.ndforth's election campaign, 
a11d, 1n place of apathy, there arose a feeli11g 
of tremendous enthusiasm. 

Even football practice \\'a.s curtailed, and 
~andf ~rth C?ould see 1nany signs of rapidly-
1ncreas1ng interest. In order to 111ake: the 
affair look thorottghly ge11uine, Rega-ie: Pitt 
arJd FuJlwood '\\·ere holding impromptu meet­
i11gs in the Triangle, and their audiences fu~d 
been especially primed in ad,·ance to appear 
hostile. ~ · . _, 

' ' Didn t I tell :you I'd ,vake things t1p ?' 1 de­
n1andcd Ha~dforth, as he stood on the 
Ancient House steps. '' Pitt and Fullwoorl 
are getting ,vindy. They thought it "'~as 
going to be a \Valk-over for one or the other 
of 'em, but now they're compelled to hold 

t . '' mee .1ngs. . : • 
G"1lt1rch and McClure looked rather pt1zzled. 
'' It's fishy,'' said Church, at length. · ,, I 

believe there's some sort of game 011. A11y­
ho\V, you'd better go eas)"-a11d be prepared 
for leg-pulling. Everybody's getting ready to 
spoof you.'' 

Ch11rch and McClure had not been admittecl 
i!1to th~ secret-for it ,vas gene!ally felt that 
tney \\"ould stand loyally by their· leader,· a11d 
probab]y give l1im the straight tip. · B11t thev 
,vere keener than Handforth, and could re™-f 
the sig11s accurately. . . t 

But Reggie Pitt had l"eckoned on t.l1i~and 
he had reckoned, too, on Handforth's ·pro­
Pt?nsity f~r discrediting everything th4t, '1i's 
ch t1n1s sa 1d. ' · · 
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'' Rata !'' said Edward Os\\'ald promptly-a 
clean enough justificati9n for Pitt's assump­
tion. ,. There's no spoof about this. The 
other candidates are '\\"aking up, that's all. 
A1!d they'll need to wake up, too, if they're 
going to get any , .. otes. My ain1 is to make 
a clean sweep.'' · 

'' There's nothing like being thorough,'' 
agreed McClure. '' At the same time, you 
~1ustn't be too optimistic, Handy. You're 
l1a_ble to come an a,vful cropper if you take 
tli:nge for granted. I tell you there's some• 
t.I1111g on.'' 

•• 'l.,he chaps are getting ready to pull your 
leg," insisted Church. 

Hand£ orth regarded them coldly. 
'' And do you think that I shall be -fooled?'' 

ho asked,. with a sniff. ''When my leg's 
being pulled, I shall know it. And if a11y of 
tl1ese fatheads try that game, they'll soon be 
sorry! \Vait until the big meeting. I've got 
my speech all ready, and it's going to knock 
everybody tlat. An~y·how, I',re made up n1y 
111ind to be skipper, and nothing's going to 
stop me.'' 

Church and McClure ma11aged to e6Cape, 
a11d they hovered round a 1neeting wl1icl1 ,vas 
presicJed over by Reggie Pitt. A nt1mber of 
A11cient IIouse f ello,vs were collected round, 
and they appeared no11e too friendly. 

''Rats!'' yelled somebody. "No \Vest 
liottse chap for us ! '' 

'' Hear, hea1· I'' 
'' You need a captain who'll conduct the 

• ltemove ,,·ith £01,cc and judgmet1t !1
' PitL ,vas 

sayi11g. ''You can trust me--'' 
"\Ve'd ratl1er have Ha11dy tha11 you--'' 
'' After all, llandys' -an Ancict1t IIouse 

c11ap ! " 
"Rather! Good old Handy!'' 
'' Get down, Pitt-you're ottt of tho run ... 

11ing !'' sang out somebody else. '' Look at 
the '"'a.y· Handy's been conducting his cam-­
paig11. Dash it all, the chap deserv·es some 
support! I' \'C a good mind to ,~ote for him." 

'' Same hel'e !'' · 
Cl1uroh and l\1cClure drifted a\\'a)r, and 

glanced at one anotl1er. 
~ '' R11mmy !' 1 said Churcl1, shaking his head. 

'' 'l,hu11dcring rumn1y !" agreed ~IcClure. 
'' In fact, too rummy to be real ! " said 

Church. '' \\T e're supposed to go and 1·epeat 
all tl1at to Ha11dy, you k110\\". Tl1ere's a jape 
afoot-and . Handy is the goat. Bt1t ,vl1at's 
tr1e good of telling him?'' 

'' No good at all," agreed !vlac. . 
'' \\,·hat's the good of \Varr1i11g hi1n that he's 

being spoofed?'' at1lied Churcl1, in despair. 
'' He'll only t.urn on us, a11d say ,ve're dotty. 
rr11~ best thi11g ,,·e earl do is to wait until the 
big eleotio11 meeting, and see how tl1i11gs go. 
I've got a11 idea that \\'e shall have a 
sur1)rise." 

A11d so Hanel( ortl1 prepared for hi.8 big 
bpeech, sublimel,,. unco11scious of the a.ctual 
truth. Ilis chums suspected it, but he 
\Vouldn't listen to thern. '11he more convinced 
t.hey became, the more ridicule Handfortl1 
heaped ttpon them. So theJ" left him to his 
fate. 

The Big Election Meeting. 

M R. CROWELL pulled Handforth up 
in tho Ancient House lobby some 
little time later. 

'' \\"hat is all this commotiort, 
1-landforth ?'' he asked irritably. 

" \\'hat commotion, .sir ? " 
''For the last fifteen minutes boys ha, .. e 

been dashing about in the most noisy 
ma11ner," complained the Form-master. '' If 
j"OU are in a11y wa,,. responsible I must warn 
'j'OU--

1
' 

'' \\i,.l1y·, it's an election meeting, sir,'' said 
J-Iar1dforth indignantly. ''You can't expect 
the fello\\"S to keep calm during the cam­
paign, sir. But it ,von't last long-I shall be 
captain by this time to-morrow 8\"ening. '' 

'' Oh, ir1dced ?'' said l\fr. Crowell, 1·aising his 
. eyebro"·s. '' You seem very sure of yourself, 
Hanclforth. You a1Jpear to take it quite for 
granted that you \\·ill gain the majority 
vote.'' 

"It's a foregone conclusion, sir." 
•'I am not sure whether to be pleased at 

tl1e prospect, or to be alarmed," said lilr. 
Cro,,·ell dryly. '' However, if you are elected 
by the i~orm, the Form must necessarily abida 
by its_ choice. Bi1t I a1n afraid that )'our 
optin1ism, Handforth, is great.er tl1an your 
J udgrrtent.', · 

'' llear, hear, sir!" grinned Ft1ll \\'OOd, as 
lie came ~y. ''Has Handy been saying that 
he's certain to be elected?'' 

'' Ha11dforth has no doubt \\·l1atever," 
replied l\1r. Crowell. 

'' Ah, ,veil, time will show,'' said Full vrood, 
\\'ith a sigh. 

'' If :you're going to start any rot--'' 
began Handforth indignantly. 

'' Tut, tttt ! " said ~Ir. CroYlell, f ro\\·ning. 
'' "\:.,. ou 1nust curb your temper, Ilandfo1·th . 
• .\11d let there be less 11oise about the passages. 
Just because your Housemaster is away, you 
appear to be taking advantage of the fact. 
I>erso11allJ·, I am at a total loss to tinderstand 
\\~hy a t.en1porary Form captain sl1ould be 
elected-bt1t perhaps you know :your o,vn btisi• 
ness best. I \\·ouldn,t dream of interfering.~~ 

lie nodded, and ,, .. allced off, a11d Full\\~ood 
cl1uckled. 

''It docs see1n a bit dotty, doesn't it?'' he 
as keel. 

'' \\rl1at seerr1s dotty?,, demanded Ha11d­
forth. 

'' \\~hy, l1aving this elcction-jttst to select 
a temporary skipper,'' said Ralph Leslie 
~,ul l v.~ood. '' Dick Han1ilton mal'" be back 
,vit.hin a fe"" da:y·s--'' · 

'' \Vhat's it got to do with Dick Hamilton!'' 
asked lla11dforth ct1rtly. '' After l',-·e been 
elected, I shall remain skipper for good.'' 

''Oh!" 
'' No temporary rot for me!'' went or, 

Handforth. '' If Hamilton ,van ts the cap­
tair1cy back, he'l) have to seek re-election­
a11d I shall fight him at the JJolls. Naturally, 
he \\'on't stand an earthly chance." 

'' Good old IIandy !'' grinr1ed Fullwood. 
''Never say die!'' 
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The bolster descended upon Handf orth wiih a thud, and burst, smothering him in a s_bower 
of feathers-just as Mr. Crowell peered round the door of the cubicle. '' Good gracious­

what-Handforth ! '' he ejaculated. 

Ile strolled away, l1igl1ly amttsed, ar1cl 
Ha11cliorth glared aftei· hin1. Churcl1 ar1(l 
!.fcClure came up, looking '\\~orried. 

'' Fu1111l'· fathead!" said Har1dfortl1. 
"Where's the joke?" 

'' rrhat's what \\"'e've been trying to fin(! 
01,t," said Chul'ch. ''There's a joke so1ne­
\\·here, though. Take my tip, 1Iandy, a11d go 
easy. Go jolly easy. There's some gan10 
afoot, and t.he more cat1tious yott are tl1e 
better. Be particularly ,,·ary at this meeting. 
It's my belief tl1e chaps are going to tt1r11 
)~Otlr n1eeting into a rag.'' 

'' It's a cert," declarecl ~IcClure. •• The 
lt1ct.t1re hall is filli11g t1p-and nobody would 
drearr1 of going unless there ~Tas a rag in lhe 
air.'' 

I·la11dforth stared. 
,. Nobody "ro11ld go?'' l1e rcpcate<l. '' \\..,l1at 

nbol1t my speech?'' 
•' 011, welt--" 
'• 1:~ ou babbling lunatic!'' roared Ha11dforth. 

'• Are ~yot1 st1gge6ting that the chaps are only 
iur11i11g up becat1se they're going to rag me? 
A fat lot of faith yot1',re got! A fine pair of 
iiel1tenants-I do11't thinl< l Tl1is meeting is 
goi11g to be my biggest triu1nph-I ca11 feel 
it in my bones!'' 

'' There's no accounti11g for your bo11es ! " 
said Church crossly. '· If you ,von't listen to 
so11nd advice, you can jolly \\,ell take e\'ery­
thing that's comi11g to you ! But 1\ilac and 
l ,varn you· '' 

"I don,t vvant any war11i11gs !'' interl'upted 
lfandforth. .. You can keep 'em!'' 

He n1ade l1is ,va:y to t}1e lectt1re l1all, a11d 
Church a11d l\ifcClure follo, .. ·ed behi11d, ea<lly 
shakir1g tl1eir heads. 

The lectt1re hall ,vas about a quarter full, 
a11d for a 1nome11t Har1dforth felt a pang of 
d1sappoint1ncnt. Bt1t a second glance sho\\1ed 
him that tl1e Remove ,vas there in full force, 
e'°en to the last fe]lo,\". And he couldn 9 t 
expect any of the otl1er Forms to be inter­
ested in the Remo,·c elect.ion. After all., these 
""ere tke chaps he '\\'anted. 

'' Ht11Tah ! '' 
"Here comes Handy !', 
'' Three cheers for t.he hot car1didate !'' 
Ha11dforth s,,~elled ·visibly as he strode 

to,vards the plat.form. Bt1t Cht1rch a11d 
~IcCli1re gave 011B a11other significant g]anc~~­
There ,vas somcthi11g rat.her theatrical about 
tl1is rottnd of ,,·elco1ne. Tl1ere ,va8 a false 
r i 11 g ab o tl t it. 

'' Speech, Hand)'!'' 
'' Hear, hear!'' 
'' Tne~y're j11st kid<li11g hi1n ! '' growled 

Ch11rch, ,vitl1 rising anger. '' It's too bad--:­
pulli11g the l~g of a mere infant! That's all 
he is \vl1c11 it 09n1es t.o a meeting of this 
sort-a giddy baby in arms!'' 

• 

•' Better tell hi111 so,>' sugge.~ted 1VI0Clt1re. 
'' I'll come and see :yot1 i11 the sa11ny aftcr­
,vards-or else send some flo\.\~ers to your 
funeral!'' · 

llandforth experienced a sligl1t ~e11sation· of 
gratification as he faced the Removites. His 
opti111ism had led hirn to expect a hearty 
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welcome, but he had scarcely anticipated such 
a rousing, whole-hearted reception as this. 

''Gentlemen of the Remove--'' he began. 
''Hear, hear!'' 
''I stand before you this evening aa the 

champion of right,'' went 011 Handforth 
vigorously. '' Tho Remove needs a new 
skipper, and I am dct-ermined to fill the 
post. I want your votes, and any chap who 
refuses to give 'em to me will have to put 
on the gloves,--'' 

'' Ha, ha, ha ! '' 
''Rot!' 1 shouted Tommy Watson. 

can't get votes by intimidation!'' 
''You 

'' Yah ! Take your threats somewhere 
else!'' 

·Handf orth started. He suddenly realised 
that he had departed from the tone of l1is 
prepared speech, and he hastened to repair 
the fault. 

'' I'm only joking, of course!'' he declared. 
''I don't wa11t any votes that aren't gi, .. en 
freely and willingly. That's understood. My 
object is to show you why you should vote 
for me, and why it will be in tl1e best interests 
of the Remove that I should be skipper!'' 

'' Hear, hear!,, 
'' In the first place, J•m the chap who 

ought to have been skipper terms ago!'' 
roared Handforth. '' I've always been 
squashed out of it-shovccl into ti:1e back­
ground by jealousy ! But this is my chance 
to co1ne to the fore, and shov.r the Remove 
thtt I'm the only possible skipper!'' 

''It's no good, Handy-you're too violent to 
make a good leader!'' . 

''Violent, am I?'' bellowed Handforth. 
'' Wl10 said that? I dare him to come up on 
tl1e platform! If he comes up, I'll pulverise 
him!,, 

'' By Jove, he's right there !11
' 

''The Remove hasn't raided the River 
House chaps, or japed the J•ourth, or proved 
itself in any \\'ay !'' went on Handforth indig­
nantly. ''What's become of our famous reptt• 
tation? Where's our backbone? We haven't 
got one now! We're backboneleas-we'1·e ab­
soltitely drifting into obscurity! And I'm 
going to alter all that-I'm going to bring 
that backbone from the blackness of the 
depths, and shove it in the limelight!'' 

''\Vhy not try the X-rays?'' 
'' Ha, ha, ha(" 
'' I'm going to train that backbone and 

bring it to the front ! '' roared Handforth. 
'' Ha ha ha!" 
'' It'Ii be' a rummy kind of backbone if it's 

in the front!" grinned Reggie Pitt. ''But 
perhapa l'OU know best, Handy. lt's yo11r 
scheme !' 1 

'' Ha, ha, ha!" 
''I mean to make the R.emove famo11s 

throughout the land!'' thundered Handfort.h. 
'' Elect me skipper, and I'll sho,v you the "'ay 
to fame ! Obey my orders-adopt my ideas­
and the Remove will start upon a career of 
glory such as it never knew before I I'm the 
man for the job! The Fighting Remove! 
Tho Invinciqle Conquerors! The Form that 
Never Fails! Vote for me, and I'll make 
tl1ese things possible ! " 

A Success I 

'' HUl{RAH !'' 
'' Good old Handforth !11 

The Remove cheered vigorously. 

'' Ha, ha, ha!'' 
'' Oh, he's not a bit violent!'' grinned 

Stich fellows as Reggie Pitt, Jack 
Grc:y, l""ullY;ood and De Valerie knew how 
n1uch to bel1e,re of Edward Oswald's '' gaa." 
They supported him heartily-as per arrange .. 

..,,, n1ent.. But there were many of the lesser 
De juniors ,vho \\·ere really worked up by Hand­

forth's picture of a fighting Remove. They 
had come to this meeting in order to laugh 

Valerie. 
'' Ha, ha, ha!'' 
Ha11df orth turned red,. 4 

'' That's only a figure of speech!'' he said 
hastily. '' Remember, I want your votes-I 
ask for your vo~-and, what's more, I'm 
going to have your votes! I'm going to show 
you ,vhy it's your duty to plump for me! 
I'm going to show you "·hy you should put 
your crosses against my name on the ballot 
papers I Handforth for the Remove-Hand• 
f 01·th for Freedom and Peace I,. 

'' Ha, ha, ha!" 
''I don't want to say anything against Dick 

Hamilton,'' continued Handforth. ''He's one 
of my best friends. I wouldn't dream of 
saying a word against him behind his back. 
But where has he led the Remove? Where? 
That's what I ask J'OU I He's led it into a 
state of decay and Elpinelessr1ess ! " 

'' Oh, go it, Handy!'' 
'' He's allowed the Remove to drift into 

slipshod methods,'' continued Handforth 
grimly. '' And what's the result? Instead of 
ot1 r },orm being the most important at St. 
F,rank's, it's hardly ar1y better than the 
Fourtl1 ! The Remove has11't done anything 
big for terms!,, 

at him-and they were already half-inclined 
to vote for him in real earnest. 

'' You can't do it, Handy!"' sang out some• 
body. '' Dick Hamilton will be back before 
you can get that programme into running 
order!'' 

'' Hamilton doesn't come into the business 
at all!'' roared Handforth. 1

' He's held the 
reill8 too long. When I'm skipper, I shall 
1·e1nain skipper-and if Hamilton \\rants an 
election he can have one! And I shall rely 
upon you fellov;s to give me your votes again. 
I shall get '·em, too-becat1se I have proved 
my v.rorth !'' 

·' Ha ha, ha!'' 
''Go~d old optimist!'' 
'• I've set my heart on this thing, and I'm 

rtot goi11g to rest until I've won!'' cont.inned 
Ha11dforth earnestly. '' I'm out for victory­
arid you can give it t.o me by letting me have 
your votes to-morrow night. Al\\'ays re-
111ember that the other candidates are mere 
mak:e-shifts. They only mean . to carry on 
u11til I-Iamilton comes back. But· I'm no 
111ake-shift-l'rn determined to be permanent 
skipper, i;O if you don't give me your votes, 
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you'll be jolly sorry for youreelves .. I shall 
make another speech to-morrow evening~ a_nd 
then I'll give you an outline of my policy 

ft --
'' \Ve've had a hint or two already, old , , ' man. . 
"By the sot1nd of it, we're going to be a 

regi1i1cr1t-11ot a Form!" 
'' Ha l1a ha!,, 

' ' H d n,, '' What about the football, an y ! 

- '' '!~hat's one of the points I shall d1~ct1ss 
to-n1orro,v !'' replied Hanel forth promptly. 
'' \Ve shall play the Fot1rth to-morro,v after­
nc,on, and I shall be goalie. I thottght about 
plaJ.,.ing centre-for,vard, but· I shan't i11t.erfere 
,,·ith tl1e present tea.m. ,, 

'' Marvellotls ! " · 
'' ,vhat's come over ~,ou, Hancly'?'' 
'' T-he t.eam's been selected by 1-)itt, ancl it'll 

~ave a lot of trottble if he gets his o,vn way 
ov(~r it,~.. contint1ed Hand forth. 11 It's not 
,vortl1 ,,·l1ile messir1g about-I can make all 
the alteratior1s I need after I'm skipper." 

Have You Seen The 

It was a deliberate action, and he Pllt the 
jug down, sat on the edge of the bed, and 
unlaced his shoes. 

''Now yol1 can cool off!'' he said tartly. 
'' All right-wait!'' Church gurgled. '' Ju.st 

.vou l\·ait ! '' 
'' \\ihy ,vait ?'' asked llcCittre. 1

' What's 
the matter \\~i th _yotl now ? '' . . . 

He spoke indignantly, for Handforth's 
actio11 had been e11tirely u11warranted. It 
,vas a bit thick for him to aci like this 
when his chttms were only giving him a 
timely word of war11i11g. 

1 'Sloeh him, old n1an!'' t1rged McCl11re 
,varinly. ,. I '11 do it, if yo11 like. I've never 
kno,v11 ~t1ch an obsti11ate, pig-headed, b1t1n­
dcring--" 

''"Wat~h mo!" said Cl1u1~h, with Sltflden 
• grimness. 
lie s,vept up the bolster from his hed, 

s\\·11ng it round, a11d cat1ght Handforth st1ch 
a terrific svlipe on the side of his head that 

Record-Breaking FREE GIFTS • ID 

'' THE RANGER''-'' MAGNET '' and 1
' MODERN BOY '' 'l 

~l111rcl1 ancl l\fcClure ,verc s\.1rprised to hear 
tl1eir let1der voicing these senti.ments. They 
had repeatedly urged him to let Reggie Pitt's 
tea1n stand-but he hacl ridiculed tl1em. Now 
he v-·as adopting theil'' st1ggestions, and firmly 
believed they y_·ere his own. 

The Remove cheered him to the echo, and 
there were hardly any dissenting voices. The 
meet.i11g broke up amid gcncr.tl entht1siasmy 

''Well, it beats me!'' said Church blankly. 
•• '11hey can't seriot1sly mear1 to elect the aSA ?'' 

• • In1possi~l_e !''. said l\lcCltlre. "Life won't 
be ,vorth living if l1e's skipper. My only 
hat! · Jle's ·hard er1ot1gh to manage now, 
goodness knows ! \Vhat will he be like if 
he beco111es Form captai11? Study D will oe 
n1orc lik~ a boxi11g booth!" 

'' He ,von't be elected!'' gro,vled Chttrch. 
'' I tell ,yo1t it's a spoof-and the poor fat­
h~ad cloesn't realise it! I'm hl~sed if I'll 
Enligt,te1~ him, . cit.her-he'll 011ly punch my 
11ose· for suggestir1g s11<1h a thing!'' 

All ·_tl1e sarr,e, Cht1rch ,,,.<LS the first to sot1nd 
a not~ of ,,rarning as he arid his chums 11n­

dressecI_ i11 their do1·mitor:y. Handforth gave 
him one lo«Jk, ancl compressed his lips. 

'' That's en o ll g h l " he sa i cl curt J y. .c I've 
hea.rcl 111ore than I ,va11t to hear! The 
Re111ove i~ \vith ·me, so you needn't ~tart anv 
of yo~1r no11scnse ! " · 

_,~ '.(~ey're ·. f()(lling )yon, Hand~·!'' said 
Chu1·()1_ ear11estls·. '' Dori 't you tl1ink that 
1\1ac ancJ I nre on ~'our· si<lc? \\:re \\'a.nt. t<l 
\\larn ·you--'' 

Swish~ 
Hn11(l_ft)rtl1 lifte(I a \\ratei--jug~ anci ~willed 

the ~11t1re conte11ts over C~~hurch in one s\•.7ecp. 

Now On Sale 

the an1azed Jeader of Stt1dy D t'eeled over 
5ide,vays, a11d sat down with a jarring tht1d. · 

'' Take that!'' said Ch11l'ch breathlessly. 
'' It's all right-he's taken it!,, _nodded 

~IcCl11re, with ~atisfaction. 
'' lfJ hat!:, gasped Handforth, blinking 

rotlnd. '' What the - Who the Y ot1--
yol1-- I'll jcllify you for that!,, 

Thud! 
Cl1urch did not wait to be jellified. Hand­

forth ,va~ ir1 a very advantageous position, · 
arid Ch11rch was still very \\"et from his 
drenching. He s,vung the bolst8r · round 
again, and brought it down ,vith all his force 
t1pon Ha11dfo~1's head. 

rhe bolster was a ·good one, bt1t it had 
been made for a certain p11rpose-nnd that 
pt1rpose clid not include the viole11t u~e to 
"·h ich it. ,vas noY;- su hject.ecl. It naturally pro­
testecJ, ancl bttrst. Ed,vard Oswald Ha11d­
forth completely vanished amid n smother of 
\\' }1ito feat here. 

'' ~iy goodness!'· gasped Chl1rch, reeli~g 
away. 

Ancl, natttrally, at that very moment lIT. 
Cro\\·ell ]ook~d 1n. Ile wot1ld loo'k i·n 'at SllCh 
a crucial mon1ent. The Form-master had an 
nnfortu11ate f1abit of appearing jt1st when he 
\\· asr1' t ,van te(f. 

'' t10<>cl gracious!'' he ejaculated bla.r1kly. 
'' Col'k~ ! " ~aid Church, ir1 dismay. 
It l0<1ke<I I ike a particularly \thick sno,v­

storm for a. n1oment, . a11d the11 Hanc)forth 
arose from the rniclst of the whirling fqath~·rs, 
sp!11ttc1·ing and gt1rgling. He hacl ~his ITH)nth 
half .full of them, so that he cotald searccLv. he 
blamerl for the incoherency of his ut terni\:·:<:~ ... -
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